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(5) Pescribe the origin and growth in Italy of either Epic ?oetry or Satire.
(6) Name and describe the best modern Frencli pocts. Fias French metre

any laws unknown to English ?
(7) Write ten Unes after the manner of Chaucer describing a meal at an inn,

or ten after the inanner of Pope describing a ball-room.

These questions are taken from papers set more than tweive
years ago, at a time when systematibc training in literattire was
almost unknown in English sehools. But it was considered, and
very properly too, that the yearly examination should not only
take stock of the work done in the class-room and undler theo
direction of the sehoolinaster, but also of the general advancement
that the pupils had made in other inatters while 'undergoing the
process of school education.

A sytem such as this, in%* bvich a pupil is liable to, miscellaneous
questions upon miscellaneous topies has of course its wveak side.
It leads to superficial reading and is eminently calculated to foster
that peculiarly English v:ice in young men, Ilpriggishness." iBut
the rule of rigid adherence to the text-book is equally open to, the
objection, that it lays a prcrnium upon cramming, and it does not
give an adequate test of the degrree'of expansionto wvhich the mind
of the scholar bas attained. Withotit for a moment supposing that
such questions as we have given would be suitable for Canadian
schoolbboys, it would seem advisable that greater latitude should be
given to, tho examiner, say, in the Associate of Arts examinations.
Thus a critical paper might bo :added to those already set. The
Eligli Sehool of~ Montreal lis for miany years had a Literaîy and
Debating Society, and is now gathering together a Sehool Library.
A critical paper wvould bc the best means of testing the amount of
benefit that the soholars have reaped from these usefuil institutions.
And, similarly, the alrcady too long classical papers might be cur-
tailed to admnit ono unseen passage of Greek, and one of Latin. A
boy bas studied these hauguages to very little effect, if lie has not
acquired sufficient familiarity with theni. to, attempt an unseen
passage. If lie lias mastered the irst Book of the .zEneid, lie
should find no difflculty in giving a fair translation of a ,jadi-
ciously selected passage froirn the Tent.h. The same system. should
be extondcd to, the work], of the sehools. It miglit not be possible
to, apply se readily the system, of péreentages and averages to
papers set upon these principles. But, with conscientious teachers
at the liead of their classes, this iight not be so great a 1055
after al].
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