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of the iîîatter thoughit. If a,, writer is said to bo fond of
epithiets, it is bocatise hie lias ait habit of alwvays thiiking a
<1uality vpry proxiiniently aloiîg wvit1î an obJect ; if lus style is
said to be figrurative, it is bocause lie tlîiuls by nicans of coin-
parisons; if his syntax abomids ini inversions, it is becauise lie
tiniks thic cart before lie thinks diic horse.

"1And xîow, hy extension, ail the fornis of slip-shod ini
expression are, iii reality, forns of slip-shol iii thoiglit. If
the syntax lhalts, lb is becauise thie tlîread of tie tlîouglit lias
snapped or beconie entangled. If the pliraseology of ac wvriter
is diffuse; if luis languiage, docs not lie close round lus real
iineanhuîg, but W'idleiS oIt ilu flat expanises, withi bore and tiiere

atreuîîor as the îîîeaninug riscs to take breathi; if in everv
sentence we reeogIiise shireds and agn of comnnin social1
verbiage-i sucli a case it is because thc iiinid of the wviter is
îlot doiiîg its dunty, is not coiusecpîtively activ'e, iaintains no
continuied 1101(1 of its object, lîardly kuîows its own drift. Iii
like unainer, inixed or iîîcolîerent inctaphior arises froni inco-
lieront conception, iuîability to sec v'ividly Nvhiat is professedly
lookzed at. Ail fonius of slip-sliod, Iin short, are to bc referredt
to deficieicy of prcso ii flic conduct of tiioglît. 0f every
wvriter it oi"il, to be required at least that lie pass every jot or
tittie of wlîat lie sets dtowu tkroig lus iiiiid, to receive bhe
(nuaraîtoec of liavingy beeiî reafll t.here, and that lie arrange and
eouinoct luis thon(rghts iii a workînauilike manntiier."

IL is a pleasure to listeuî to oie whosc wvords Ilowv easily and
in perfect ianny witl the thouglit to ho expressed, whiose
v'ocabulary is sueli that lie uîever niecds to use a secouid-bost
wvord if at fîrst-best, is Vo ho, fomud in the latiguiý,ac. Thiis powerV
is partiy a uatural gift, but also thc resuit of culture. There
is, liovever, littie probability of the att-ainmiient of this degre
of culture, if flic miiid( lias noV inii the first instance leen trainied
Vo think cleirly eiiougbi to obey- uuicoisciously anîd of uîecessity
the broad syuîtactical rules of concord and goiverîîuiîcnt. lb is
miot iioccssarýy tluat the, individual sliould liave licard of these
rtiles: but, if lio sliould liappeu to corne aeross thein, Vliey nust
ho to Ilmi îiothiug uuew, but îneroly tbe formnai expression of
whbat ho lias always tacitly belioved to be flic only possible
mode of truce uitter.anice.

It wouild ho intcrestiug, and penua.ps profitable, to trace the
grrowvblu of a. few Comn111o01 iiistalirs fromn Mie first bacterial
goerun to buie wide-spre;td epidemnii soiîîebhing migut tliei bc
clone to prevcuub thc dissenlinlabion of tiiy possible iiistakces yeb
îion-existent. Tiie n nwribten liistory of Nnsao vilI, hiowever,


