THE RURAL CANADIAN

219

BEES AND POULTRY,
BEE QUACKERY.

In most overy department of business or profes-
sional life, wo find a vast amount of quackery. Itis
generally supposed that the term quackery belongs
oxclusively to the modical profession ; this supposi-
ticn is exroncous, as a quack is one who pretends
to teach or practice that which ho does not un-
derstand, and a man may be ever so skilful a
physician and still bo & quack in some other busi-
ness or profession. In no business save the prac-
tice of medicine, has go much injury been done by
quackery as in bee-culture. There are soms per-
sons who have simply read & work on the subject
of apiculture, no matter whether an old or a re
cent edition, self-suppose themselves to bo able to
teach the public, and to criticize generally in
regard to tho best plans and methods, and, that,
too, without ever heving owned a colony of bees
or being sufficiently conversant with their inan-
ipulation to bo able to distinguish & quecn from &
drone, to tell a capped brood cell from one filled
with honey. To such & practical knowledge of
the subject is deemed of little importance, and if
they wicld a facile pen, they consider themselves
folly capable of and are the most ready to criti-
cize the methods that practical men (who per-
haps have not the ability to write fluently, yet
have expermented largely) have given to the pub
Iic. By tkus criticizing, and by ridiculing idcas
of real practical worth, which are somewhat
roughly presented, much injury is done , the man
of experience is deterred from giving the resulis
of that experience from fear of farther ridieule,
and the novice is led into mistakes which cause
him serious loss, by reason of fo)lowing the teach
ingsof the quack rather than the mar of experience.
We all know that a well-written article, clothed
in choice language, and filled with beautiful
figares and metaphors, is more apt to take than a
plain, practical, and common-sense statement of

"the samo matter, but written in a prosy style.

In ro one thing is mmore injury done then by
articles on fall feeding. Every apiarist knows
that late feeding, if done judiciously, is of great
valae and iwportance, but in no one thing is there
50 great a lisbility to cause injury, and the great
est care must bo taken not only in the choice of
food, but in the way and mauncr of giving and
the quantity to be given. To advise generally,
that we should feed regularly evary day a certain
fixed quantity of honoy or syrap, may, and in
many cases certainly will be the means of des-
troying tho colony thus fed. To the bee-keeper
of experience advice when anrd how to feed is not
nceded ; to the novico tho advice ehounld not only
be given, but all particulars connecled therewith
should bo given also. The ferding for stimuls-
tion which would benefit a strong colony, or even
a medinm sized one, would most certainly destroy
a weak one, consequently gereral advico on the
subject is worse than useles. I, for one, most
sincercly hopo and trast that the day will come
when quacks and pretenders will no moro oxist in
the land, and more cspecially ibat our apiaries
will bo rid of theso their worst enemies. 1 make
no personal allusions, suod tobove that all practi-
cal bee-keepers will echo’to the full the hopo I
have expressed.—J. E. Pond, jr., in Homs Farm.

MANAGEMENT OF POULTRY.

An sacre can prodace $600 in pouliry, and tho
capital required returned by the poultry in ashort
timo with profit. With a systematic method of
cleaning and feeding, more profit with less labour
can bo derived from poulty on ono acre of land
then from the best regulated dairy under the soil-
ing method. An acro dovoled exclusively to poul-

try will rotuzn o greater profit with less cost in
labour than ten acros in wheat or any careal erop.
The poorest aud lightest of sandy soils aro more
suitablo for poultry than the bost pastures, as
they are freor from disease. That yaxds freo from
grass aud clean in every corner, are beiter than
grass runs, has been demonstrated ; but shade of
somo kind shonld be snpplied. No poultry honse
can be kept absolutely olean without a board floor.
In setting hens, the nest should be in warm, dry
location in ¢old weather, and in cool, moist places
in sumnmer, In solecting for breeding purposes
plumage and points of marking should not give
way to robust constitution, vigour and activity.
Feeding steeped olover hay and linseed meal assist
in the formation of the whi*s of eggs, by supply-
ing nitrogenous matter. The house should be
freely ventilated in summer, and warm in winter.
All soft food should be freshly mixed. Yellow-
legged fowls sell better than those with dark legs.
All non-setters lay pure white eggs. No male
should run with over twelve hens, & less number
is better. Eggs from two-yeaxr-old hens are pre-
ferable for setting purposes. Exercise should be
furnished by throwing & quantity of corn into a
bundle of loose straw or hay for the hens to
scrateh. Keep a good dust bath always. Spade
up the ground a8 often as possible. When a xain
13 threatened seo to tho young chicks. Karly
hetched pullets are the winter layers. Xeep no
fowl for beauty if profit is the object. TUse pure
brud males always. Large males bred on small
hens produce leggedness in chicks, but small
males vn large Lens produce closex bodies and
shorter legs. Never usv a male with his own off-
spring. It 1s a saving of time to let a ben seb in
preference to breaking, as hens lay but few eggs
when deprived of setting, and go at it in & week
or twu. Breed your own fuwls, and pever bnng
them to your yards from other places. Young
chicks, when feathering, andergo severe natural
strain on the system, therefure never omit o meal.
Tse vuly the freshest of eggs under sctting hens.
Hot whitewash containing carbolic acid, liberally
applied, will kill or keep off vermin. The rough
scales on fowls legs are easily removed by a mix-
ture of lnrd and sulphur and coal oil.  Finally be
as atteutive to fowls as to hurses, cattle, hogs or
sheep, and be i your yards from morning ontil
night.

THE SENSES OF BEES.

Sir John Lubbock recently read to the mem-
bers of the Linnean Society an account of his faz-
ther obsorvations on the habits of insects made
during the past year. Two queen ants which
havo lived with him since 1674, and which are
now, therefore, no less than eight years old, are
still alive and laid eggslast summer asusual. His
oldest workers aro seven years ol?. Dr. Miller,
in a recent rcview, had courteounsly criticised his
experiments on the ¢oloursense of bees; but Sir
John Lubbock pointed out thatho had anticipated
tho objections suggested by Dr. Afiller, and had
guarded against the supposed source of error.
The difference was, morcover, not ono of principle,
nor does Dr. Miller question tho main conclusion
arzived at or donbt the preforence of bees for blue,
which, indoed, is strongly indicated by his own
observations on flowers. Sir John also recorded
gsomo further experiments with reference to the
power of hearing. Some beos wore trained to
come {o honoy which was placad on a musieal box
on the lawn cloce fo the window. Tho musical
bex was kept going for scversl hours o day for a
fortnight. It was then bronght into the bouse
and placod out of sight, but at the open window,
and ouly aboat seven yards from where it had
been before. The bees, however, did rot find the
honey, though when it was once thown thém thoy

came to it readily enough. Othor experiments
with a niorophone were without xesults, Lvery-
ono knows that bees, when slvarming, aro popu-
laxly, and have been over since the time of Aris-
totle, supposed to be influenced by olanging-kottles,
etc. Experionced apiarists are now disposed fo
doubt whether the noise has really an offect ; but
Six John suggests that even if it has, with refer-
enco to which he expresses no opinion, it is pos-
siblo that what tho bees hear aro not the loud,
low sounds, but the overtones at the verge of or
beyond our range of hearing. As regards the in-
dustry of wasps, he timed & bee and a wasp, for
each of which he provided a store of honoy, and
ho found the wasp began earlier in the morning
(at four a.m.,) and worked on later in the day.
He did not, however, quote this as proving greater
industry on the part of the wasp, as it might be
that they are less sensitive to cold. Moreover,
though the bee’s probocis is admirably adapted to
extract honey from tubular flowers, when the
honey is exposed, as in this case, the wasp ap-
pears able to swallow it reore rapidly. This par-
ticular wasp began work at four in the morning,
and went on without any rest or intermission till &
querter to eight in the evening, daring which time
she paid Sir John 116 visits.

PREPARING FOR MARKET.

Much of the profit of poultry-raising is abso-
lately thrown away by carelessness in fattening
and preparing for market.

When the frame-work of a chicken, the bones
and muscles, are boilt up, the cust of putting on
an additional pound or two of nice. juiLy meat is
comparatively little. What folly then to send
to marke! siringy fleshed, sinewy-legged fowls.
Purchasers cannot be cxpected to give good prices
for poultry of this sort.

If farmers do not have graic of their own raised
to spare, it will pay to buy it for the purpose of
patting their fowls in good marketable condition.
This may provoke a smile, but it is true, never:
theless. We have known persons who have
had all their fed to buy to make money raising
chickens. _

But pounltry, however well fattended, may be
spuiled in dressing. There aru some persons who
still scald their fowlsin dressing and by this means
lessen its selling price by so much per pound. The
excuse for scalding is that it is easier and saves
time. To which we answer that it does not save
time when & pereon haslearned the proper method
of picking dry. And certainly every poultry-keeper
should learn to put up all his products in the best
manner, endesvouring to suit as far as possiblo
the demands of his own market, and even the fas-
tidious eyes of his customers.

There aro minor matters also that should re-
ceivo atiention, such ss not feeding fowls for at
least twelve hours befors killing, carefuily remov-
ing all pin feathers, washing all filth from legs and
feet, wiping off all blood from the carcass and
then putting up in neat clean packages.

Kexrers of poultry often make s mistake 1n xe-
serving too many brceding hens. A great many
chickens can be raised 1n the course of the scason
from a flock of twenty-five.

Tar farmer’s flock of poultry shenld bo com-
posed of choico specimens only, the very best of
tho sdason’s reisig. Wiy should ke save tho
best wheat, corn and potatoca for seed and not
sclect the best fowls for brecding ?

Foww houses should bo 80 constrncted a5 to be
cool in summez, warm in winter and dry ali the
time. Tho latler point can bo gecured by baving
a good roof, and an carth flcor raised six-inches
or a foot above the zurrounding surface.
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