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T HE rush ta the North-West wvill soon begin.
Congregations in Ontario and some ofithe other

Eastern provinces wiii suifer, and there w.ili be more
work ta do in Manitoba, the North-West anxd British
Columbia. The wvork can easily be overtaken in
the summer, but unless the Generai Assembiy does
something effective in June the aid problem of win-
ter supply will corne Up in a more acute farm than
ever. As matters stand at present the trend is de-
cidedly in favour of Summer Sessions in Manitoba
Coilege.

S PURGEON stands post-mortem euiogy weil.
As a rule the cuiogies delivered over dead nmen

are iargeiy imaginative and intensely cruel. They
are imaginative because qualities are aiten ascribed
ta the deceased that he neyer claimed, and ail his
surviving friends know he dij flot possess ini any
larger degree than mast af hié; neighbours, if he pos-
sessed them at al. Such addresses are exceedingly
cruel because indiscriminate praise alwvays suggests
a man's faiiings and faults, and the best af men have
faults and %veaknesses. Spurgean's memnory is
mercifuliy deiivered because it takes ail the time of
the eulogiqt to makce an inventory af the dead man's
wvorks.

SPURGEON sceems ta have comparatively fewS imitatars in the pulpit. His sermons have
helped many a weak brother an a busy Saturday,
but his style was flot the kind that ambitious weak-
lings try ta imitate. He wvas a rabust John Bull,
and John Bull does not excite the admiration af a
clerîcal dude. 'fhe principal thing about the great
preacher that some youugy Baptist and other youth.
fui divines imitated was his beard, and some of
thema could flot do even that wîth marked success.
It bas olten been said that the attempt ta imitate
Dr. Chalmers ruined miany a Scotch student. The
attemp: IroaIlsoar like Cooke " brought some ambi-
tiaus Irish lads ta grief. Wherc is the army of
incipient Moody's that used to parade the streets
with soft.felt broad-brimmed bats on their heads
and limp Bibles under their arms. The imitation
business soons sends a man to bankruptcy.

MORE than once bave vwe beard people expressMastonisbment at tbe fact that the Ontario
contribution ta the population of Manitoba and the
North-West goes largely from Huron and Bruce,
two of the yaungest and most prosperous counties
in the Province. We believe one expianation isthat
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the residents ai these great counties are iargely
Scotch Presbyterians. Tbey leave Huron and
Bruce for the same reason that their fathers leit
Scotland-to make a home and bread for themselves.
Other people may be satisfied ta lîve an their rela-
tions, but the typicai Presbyterian %vants a spot he
can cali bis ow~n. Highland Scotch Presbyterians
may bave their iaults, but they are rarely loafers and
dead beats. The man tvbo speaks the "original
language " gcneraiiy does something bimself and
always tvants ta give a good cbance ta bis son.
These are the people that the Church must follow ta
every corner between Winnipeg 'and the Pacific. We
can not afford ta lose them.

T HE %vcck befare last the Inicrior published
the foliowing list af subjects of sermons

recently advertised in the daily papers, and adds
some strong words af disapproval.

"A Youthful Heroine."
"Whbluier, the Quiker Poet.»1
"Errors of Police Courts."
"A War with Chile.q
,A Rain of Righteousness."
"That Night Interview."
"A Delightfui journey.11
"The Function of Particularism."
"A Scariet Throad."
"PrettV Women."
"Character of Hamilet.'l
"Boomerangs and Monkeys,"

Last week aur cantemporary weakened and gave
an explanation, which practically amounted ta, an
apology, for criticizing tbese announcements. The
sensationai pulpit must be strang in the West when
a paper af the standing and influence of the Interior
feels called upon ta explain itseli for saying any-
thin,g about advertisements like the foregoing.

T HE broad bretbren wbo wish ta attract atten-
tion by their more or iess pronounced hetero-

doyhave a queer habit. The moment they are
brougbt sharply ta boak they cry ont that they are
misunderstood. Tben ail their admirers jain in the
cry and a universal shout goes up, Mhey are »iisiunder.
stood. This cry serves a double purpose, It sug-
gests that the heterodox aspirants are sa learned and
profound tbat it is hard ta understand tbem and
that their critics are deficient in the acuteness and
knowledge that are necessary ta tbe understanding
af great men and their works. Probed a littie, the
cry about flot being understood is not half as coin-
piimentary as it appears ta be at first biusb. The
business ai a preacher is ta make himseif under-
stood, and if he cannat do sa he is flot a good
preacher. The duty af a professor is ta make his
teacbing clear, and if he cannot do so he is unfit ta
be a professor. One af the strong points the friends ai
Dr. Briggs tried to make in his favour was that people
did not understand him. We doubt very mucb if
Dr. Briggs ever feit thankful for that kind ai service.
He would hardly consider it a compliment ta say
that he cannot write F-nglish intelligibly.

T HE Jlcrad and Presbyter gives this pen-and.
ink picture ai a typical minister unfortunately

too comman :
We knew a minister of ordinary abilities whb, preached

ta moderate congregations. The newspapers neyer reported
his sermons, and the world outsde bis littie circie seldomn
heard of him. By tbe by he startled bis brethren with a
beterodoir scrmon. The newspapers printed it in fu. Then
he movcd from bis churcb to a bail, and bis sermons were
telegrapbed to the papers of ather cities. For a time be was
the greatest minster in the whole region, but he very soon
dropped out of sight.
Of course he very soon drapped out. The news-
papers could flot sustain him. On any Sunday tbey
would let him and bis heterodox sermons alone if
they got on the scent ai wbat the old lady cailed "la
good murder!' Sensational newspapers care about
a sensation ai preacher just as long as they can make
a little money out af him and fia langer. Were it
flot fur tbe harm that a preacher ai that kind does*
while he is an tbe tvave, the right course for bis
church ta pursue wonid be ta let him go down
in due course. The moment a Cburch court touches
hini he poses as a martyr, rails up lis eyes, bellows
about bis conscience, anud the newspapers duly
advertise his sufferings. To aliow him ta commit
ecciesiasticai suicide quietly would be a good thing
if nobody were involved but himseif. But ail the
time he is perfarming he is doing more or less mis-
chie£. When he moved ta the ",hall he ai course
took some weak brethren and strouîg sisters with
him. Ail the time he performed there he dis-
turbed neighbouring congregations and Sabbath
schools, and just as long as he can get a newspaper

ta publish his views they wili be thrust under the
nase ai hundreds ai readers cvery marning. As a
rule the best thing ta do with a brother of that lind
is let him severeiv alone. That is ane thing he can.
nat stand.

D R. CYLER fears that even among evangeli.
calmiistrsthere is beginnîng ta be a iack

af impassioned earnestncss in the puipit. In a let.
ter i the Chjristiai, at WVork the veteran Doctor
asks t-

Is the Christian puipit cooirg off? Is the present ten.
dency towards a diminution af impassioned earnestness in
bath thought and utterance? I fear that the trend Ù, in just
that direction ; and that biood-earnestnesa is not as common
-even with evangelicai ministers-as it was forty or llfty
years ago. If this bc so, then it is a fact ta be deplored. No
sensible man approves of boisterous rant, or wants to see
solid argu.--nt and strong Bible-doctrine degenerate ini
mere effusive gusb. Preaching should not be ail bortation;
and the reason and the conscience must be addressed as well
as the sensibilities.

But let lit bc remnembeted that the soit abject af preach.
ing is flot to instruct-nor is it onlv ta convince , it is a faau.
t if it dots not also move teh eart and persuade to action.

We fear it miust be admitted that there is a "lcool.
ing off," at ieast so far as the utterance is con.
cerncd. Variaus causes may be assigned without

sayin anything about earnestness. Oratory ini
Parliament, at the Bar and on the platform bas, ta
a great extent, given place ta wbat people cafl
"lbusiness talk." The change began in England
years ago. Gladstone is now the only living repre-
sentative ai a schooi oÎ oratars that made Englauîd
great in oratory. A typical "lbusiness taik" is gen.
eraily a slovenly presentatian in bad Engiish ai the
talker's views an some question. If he can maniage
ta mutter so0 as not ta be heard at any distance, and
ta keep bis bands ini bis trawsers' pockets whîle he
is talking, so much the better. This kind ai a per.
f:)rmance is supposed ta be an impravenlent on tbe
style ai Fox, Pitt, Sheridan, Burke and other aid
fogies who nmade Engiand lamons. The pulpit un.
fortunately sympathizes ta a certain extent with
this change, and we have preachers, unfortunateiy
too many of them, who think a sermon ought ta
be just a Iltallk ta the people." Then, tao, there is
the manuscript 'difficulty. The antipodes ai the
idmere talk " preacher is the man who goes to tbe
other extreme, and for fear that he may became the
least like tbe I"mere talk " brother, reads every
word £rom a manuscript. Bctween these two ex-
tremes tbe pulpit is on rather bard lines at the
present tume.

PULPIT SENSA TIONVALÏSM.

p EOPLE are appealed ta on every hand. Ingenu.
ity in these days is taxed ta the utmast ta catch

the public eye and gain the public ear. The average
man is bcwildered by the endiess efforts ta secure
bis attention. Schemes ai beneficence, pbilanthropy
and amusement are constantly pressed upon his at-
tention, and he can oniy find relief by taking refuge
in a caliaus indifference and declining ta intercst
hiniseif in anything beyond what immediately con-
cerns him. There are those who are ai opinion that
the cause ai religion can gain by ioliowing prevailing
fashions, and in aur tume we have methods ai appeai-
ing ta the public which would have made those ai a
former generation look wîith horror on the degener-
ate ways ai their fimmediate descendants.

It does not follow, however, that rnethods af con-
ducting Chu rch work are ta be stereotypéd and that
no alterations are proper and admissible. The
tendency ta get inta deep ruts ai custom is strang,
and is in tbe end mast injuriaus. Nothing is more
uninspiring and barren than the discharée of sacred
duty in a routine and periunctory manner. It in-
jures bath preacher and hearer. Devout feeling is
chilled and religiaus activity hampered. A. living
Church is wbat this sin-burdened worid needs mast
at the present time. Endeavours ta attract the at-
tention ai the careless and indifferent are perfectly
legitimate, nay, ini these days they are urgentiy
needed. The Church bell is flot the only means re-
quired for summoning people ta the House ai
Prayer. Its sound is pleasant and cails up many
haliowed associations, but people in increasing num-
bers heed flot its inviting tories, and in whose hearts
it awakens no deiightfui memories ai the past
Directncss ai appeal is what this age seems most
clearly ta understand and appreciate. A frank ap-
proach ta those wba are estranged from religiaus
services is in general met with equai frankness, and
it is by no means difficuit ta estabiish a good under-
standing between earruest Christian men an the ane
side and those wvho have grudges against thc
Churches, real or imaginary, an the other. Catch-
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