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CI-APTER XV

M. 1RNAUSi REVENGE.

For days ater iliat terrible night tht young moîher lay
prnstrate tiprnn bier rnuchI, siarang bîankly ai tht tapestry on
the naipacire wall anîd tiking fio intice ai wbat went an about
bier, e'ecept Mien iho habe ini the- cradle woke andi cied
WVaîh secret rebellion agaiist tht Gver ai lite and deatb, she
Itît the blond inounting strunger an ber veans, and knew that
sonner or later sIte wvoîld rase and take up tht burden ai liv.
ng once more. i would neyer bc anyîhang but a burden

ater thIs -the existence ulat bad been so sweet anc year ago i
nthing but a dreary rising Up -andi lying down with ber grief,
a bitter breaking ai breati andi drawing of breatb. She diti
not reprnach iereli fn whai bati passed : that wnuld have
been ta optn a black guli ofidespair which would bave swal-
lawed bier up utterly ;but slîe fia longer repraached Henri
for bas slîare an lier misery. The soleinn silence ai death had
extinguisheti ail resentiient agaînst ham, -anti tht excuses,
which the living maria bat pleadet sa vaanly, she berseli
ramet for tht deati.

Ht had inteeti been sorely triet in bis tendertst anti bol-
iesî affections, and bati only yielded ater a long and bitter
struggle. Wlîy biat Got ttmpited birn above that lie was
able ta bear ? My bad Ht stood aloof in that terrible con-
test, and let the breaking beart ta int tht encmy a!ane?
Whtrt tvas the door ai escape Ht had promised ta open for
tbem, tht strengtb Ht had pletiget His word ta give ini
ibeir liaur of neet ! Henri would neyer bave forsaken bis
faith îf bis Goi bati not ai first deserteti hini ! i was Gati
Who was ta blame ; flot thev. Tht plea which would bave
been ta Manique Chevalier tht tisntegration of ail hope andi
belp for tht universe stueed ber foster.daugbter as a ast bar-
rier againsi tht beaing floods, and enabled bier ta, restore
Henri ta sonietbing ai hs aid place in ber tsttem withoui
100 great injury ta lier pride. The explanation wich bc had
Iirself given ai bis (ail she refuseti ta enîcrtain, even for a
manment. Tht mournful bumilaîy wiîb wicb bie had con-
fessed that it uas he wbo had (orsaken Codi, not Goti wbo
bati forsaken him, she set dawn as tht ravings ai an aver-
strainet bat naîurally generaus nature. If Henri bad for-
gaten Goti, what had she dont 'l Tht question uould tbrust
itself upo. lier now zid then, but as aton she put it firmly

b.M. Renau bad respectet ber wisbes, and had flot again
crossed thethîresbald ai bier aparînuents. Louas Bertrand,
wbo bati includet medicine an is stuties ai tht Sorbonne,
matit ber a format vist tvery mornang ta inquire after ber
healîb, but is nmaniner was so sad and constraineti, and lie
waichod bier iv;tb sucb troubled tyts, tbat she was always
glati when the interviewv was aver. Ht bat always been fond
of ber. She kneuv that .ant ibe was very sarry for ber naw.
But wbat dît it ail mater? Ht could not give Henri back
ta bier. Her grantifther, tao, ay MI in Nismes witb a lever
brougbt on by grief andi disappoanîiment, and tbaugb she fet
a twinge ai campunictian at tht newi,, she was glati she titi

ta bave ta laok upan bis bawed white bead jast then. But
why dit fiat Rene anti is moîher camne ta ber ? i was flot
ike themi ta tbink of îheir nwn safety before bers, nn ta re-

fuse their help because tbey could not approve ai what she
had donc. Tbey must long ago have ceaseti ta cane for ber
if their affection bat been baset on anytbang sa uncertain
as ber words and actions. WVbat kepi tbem ? She bad
shrunk patnfully ai firsi tram tht thought ai meeting ilheir
tyts afier tht failure ai ber boasteti confidence in Henri, but
ber very dreati ai that firsti nterview mate bier impatient ai
ast ta have it over wth, and tht aId laving intercaurse ne-

newed. She did fiat rare for the words ai camion bier aunt
mgbî speak, but ta lay ber beati upon its aId resîing-phace,
ta feel Rene take bier band, ta know herseli cared for and
uatcbed aver once more, ibis 16oult be somethîng even now.

Tht langing grew sa intense ai lasi as ta waice in ber
tht firsi signofa interesi she bad taken in anything sirice
Henni weni away. She bat tht curtains afilber windaw trawn
back, anti bersel lifted ta a coucb near the casernent, where
she could se tht raad on tht opposite bill. She was ton
prout ta summon them, or ta beîray ta ber tiomesîic-s that
she longet for those Who appeared ta have forgatten ber;
but, oh !if tbey only knew bow she needeti thern. Day after
day she sat and waited, watcing for 'Rene's tait figure ta
came up tht bih, or bier aunt's black gown ta flutter îbrough
the wood, as a shipwrecked mariner might watch for a
passing sail, until bier becari grewsck, anti reseolmnent changeti
tri dismay. Thty couli flot be indifferent ta ber, anti she bad
learned hi' a casual inquiry af Cecilie, bier maid, that tbcy
wcre ail Weil ai tht cottage ; they coulti ai leasi have witten
bier a few words -if camiort, if it bati been impoisible ta came
ta bier. There coulti be but ane reasan for thcir silence ; ihev
helti ber guilîy for Henri's death. She knew wbaî an ui
speakable sin self debîrticiion was in their eves , she recalleti
ibeir long friendship for ber husband, and iber heart tolti ber
onli' too plainli' that, déep as was their devotion ta tht truih,
their lave and pty for the (allen would have been _.s abound-
ing as bis'need. They would neyer have turnet cohdly from
him in is misery andi shame ; they woulti neyer have laid
ont reproach ai thears upon tht burden that ras airtady
greater ihan lie could bear Then they must belicve wiib
Henni imsef that she bat been is nomn, saul anti body ; fia
wvndcr îhcy coîld not forgive ber.

From tht moment the conviction (orced :tself upari Eg-
lantine, she turtied hier back on the loveli' ý,sia ai wooti anti
hilis, thai lay heneali ber indaw, and seemeti to have no n-
icresi in lite beyond thet uni creature an ber arms. Little
Gabrielle titi flot grow fast, thnugh tbat was mot ta bc wan-
dereti ai, consîderang tht airnospherc ot sorrar anti dreat
%ha, bati encloseti ber yaung lite from its beginning. Neither
titi sbc cri' as mucb as rosier anti sîranger babes For bours
at a lime she woult ie quiet upar iber young muthcr's lap,
witb bier taric, wcnderng cyts fixet upon tht sweeî face bent
abovr lier, iç il tht wnul'I unravel tht secret af its satriess.
herseIf as pale, andi frail, anrd (air as a flawcn tbat bas yen-
tured oui laD, soon anti feui thet ouch 61 frosi Egianti'- -ý
wacbcd lier wiîb the jealausy ai a beart aven its arn treas-

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

tire, neyer Ietîing ber go out of ber sight, seldom out af ber
armns. AIl the light of ber life had gathered iseli up inta
that tiny face. She wnndered how she could hav'e told Her
shie hoped God would be gaod, and Iei ber baby die. What
wauld she do il thas last straw of love and hope were reft
from ber siîaking fingers ? She began ta take more care of
hier rest and diet, and to teach licr sad lips ta smile once
more.

The haur Manique Chevalier had foreseen bad cone and
passed. The prop on %vhich the wife's heart had leaned had
gone down wih a crash, but the mother had corne up from the
floods, clinging wth the death-grip af despair te the (rail
cord of a baby's life and love. The storm had failed ta cast
her an the rock ai God's perfect grace and streogth, and
the hiour for whi-h AI. Renau had waited had dawvned at Iast.

The heat af the sumnuer had passed. Tht sultry weahtr
hiad given place ta cool, sun-stecped days, wben it seemed as
much a part af ile ta remember as ta breathe. Eglantine
sat in the balconv outside lier chanîber, keeping watch aver
over the terrace below, where aId Marie walked waîh the babe.
It was as near the outer worîd as she ever ventured naw,
.and she would have recaaled Irarn facing even sa much af the
suaishine ta day-for it was the anniversary af ber marriage-
had flot [auis Bertrand inted the day before that the child
was tining for the outer air, and tht instinct, which made the
yaung mother unwilling ever ta let ber out af ber sigbt, mnade
ber able ta put aside ber own pain, white she kept watch
aver bier darling. But she bad no power ta bar the bitter-
sweet mienaries with which the day was charged, and belte
long bier stern self-control fatered ; site bowed bier bead upan
the balustrade befare ber, and wept.

"lHas my kinswoman any fresb trouble?"i asked a familiar
vaice beside bier, and she started up ta find that M. Renau bad
stolen upon ber unannounced and uninvited.

"lMonsieur!" sbe exclairned, drawing berseli up baugh-
tily. "I thaugbt it was understaod that we were flot ta meet
again."l

I believe you did express sucb a wisb, my fair cousin, a
few weeks back,, and yau will bear me wiîness ibat 1 bave
taken pains nat ta annay yau withmy presence. Itis samtething
navel, thaugh, for the sieur aifleaumont ta be farbiceden ac-
cess tai any part of bis chaîeau by a guest."

"lA guest " Eglantine La Ro.he repeated îIbe words with
white, shaking lips, white she laid bold of the balustrade ta
steady herself.

Her kinsman màde bier a Iow, macking bow.
II presumne you can scarcely be ignorant, madame, that

Vour husbarid's estates bave been forfeited by bis treason ta
the Government. As near of kmn, and a good Catboîic, I
preferred a dlaim wicb bis majesty bas been good enough ta
recognize, in consideratin ome past services, and my
promise ta eradicate the last seed af beresy from these
Bleaumont bilîs. Do not look sa distressed, my (air kinswo-
man. I arn aware it must cast yott mucb pain ta relinquisb
aIl bold upon st.ch fair lands ; but 1 assure you, voiu and
your cbîld shaîl neyer be grudged a shelter beneatb my roof.

- 1 wail Write ta mv grandiather ta.morrow ta came and
take me away," interrupted Eglantine with flashîng eyts.

But 'M. Rendu only smiled, and contnued .
I 1 ave given orders tbat your comfart shaîl be as strictly

cared for as when yau were mistress ai tbe chateau. You
wilI, ai course, bc leit undisturbed in your prescrit apariments,
and your desire for seclusion shall be carefuîly camplied
wth. 1 would nat, myseli, have intruded on your privacy ta.
day but for a communication tram the Intendant ai Nismes,
about wbî..h it is imperatvt 1 sbould speak ta you. Allow
me, madame, ta prescrnt ita ou tht holy father wba bas been
appoined by Ni d'Argoussy spiritual guardian ta your owr.
cbild."

IlMy child !"» almost screained the young moîher, taking
nac notice ai tht priest, wbo stepped aout from tht shadow ai
the windaw with a lowobeisance.

IlAy, madame, your cbld," repeated the courtacr, meeting
bier frenzied glance with ont ai perfect calrnness. IlYou
must have knaovn that Henri La Roche's chîld would eventu-
ally be removed framn your care ta the bosom ai that Church
ta which bier father returned an humble penitent before bis
deatb, and wich is unwilling ta let tht innocent perish with
tht guilty. In consideratian for yaur desolate condition the
step has been delayed thus far, but now ini justice ta the chîld
herself we cati wait no langer."

IlYau wll kilt lber if you take bier from me now," ans-
wercd Eglantine. She had heard bim wtb dilated eyes and
frozen lips, but naw the seal was broken, and she could speak
witn tht courage ai despair. Il Yau cannoat deceive me witb
this talk of the Intendant, monsieur. This is some cruel
schemne ai yaur awn. Tht Cburch bad noa daim upon my
husband airer bis recantation. Het old me himself that bis
sentence had been camnîuted t0 exile, wth permission for bis
family ta accompany him."

Il You stm strangely ready ta avait yourseli ai tht bene-
fis af that arrangement, madame, considering tht scorn with
whicb you rejekted it a munth aga," remarked M. Reriau sar-
carcastically.

I kauow my righîs îaa well tai relinquish tbem,"l she re-
torîed, but bier lips trembled. Oh, bad Henri L-nown this
when bc waracd ber to îhink well belote she spokt ?

"lMadame appears ta bc under some strange delusion, ain-
terrupted the barsb voice ai tbe priest. "Tht tact that M.
La Roche did sign tht recantatian riot only gives us tht riglit
ta rear and pratect bis c.ild, but lays it upon us as a sacred
obligation. It is the duty of tbp Churcb ta sec thai tht
innocent babe is not robbed af tbe benefits ai bis iather's'
act."7

44Anid ta prove ta Van thati1 have no part ini thte ratter,vou have anly ta casi your cyts aver this papier"» added M.
Renau haughtily. IlIt is no more in my power it, refuse the
king's oficer, Eglantine, than in yaurs. Let us end ibis pain-
fui scent."

WVaîbt. sinking becari tht young mother glariced over tht
documents hc put inta hier bands. It was a requasition fram
tht Intendant of Nismes for tht persan af Gabrielle La
Roche, onny child oI Henri La Roche, late sieur af Beau.
mont. Father Le Grand was appointeçA to receive the babe
and convey ber safely tai the conivent ai St. Veronique, wber,
iwas tht decision ai tht court, she shinuid bc reartd for a

hoiy vccation, that by a lue aof piety and self-dental she rnîghî
atone for tht errar of her family.

Eglantine dropped tht papier with a cry, and threw herseif
ai ber kinsman's (ut.

IlSpirt me., spart mnt' I know 1 have been proud andi
defiant, but if you will only help me ta keep my baby 1 wilI
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bc Vaut slave ail tht test af my ieé. I knov you cati help me
if you will. 'fou used ta bc fond ai me once. 'fou meant ta
bc good ta Henri, 1 ovn it naiv. Do noaleIt thean take my
baby (rom me. It will killIlber. She is too (rail ta bear tht
separation. Oh, if yuu are angrv nt what 1 bave said and
donc, punisb me some ailier way. Give me pain, torture, im-
prisonmient-anything but thîs. Do not take away my ont
camiort, my ont anchor." Her voice died away in sobs.

"Eglantine," said ber kinsman kindly, "I have aîready
toIM«you that I airs as innocent and as belpîess in ibis mat-
ter as yaurself. Risc, and put an end ta this mistrable spec-
tacle.",

But Eglantine kntît on. WVhere tvas tht pride thai badl
upheld hier an other ordeals É L.ast, swallowed up an tht ter-
rar ai ber outraged motberhood.

IAt least prom .ise me sanie delay, she pleacltd. Il IXi s
rheer cruelty ta take ber framr me %wben she as ina young ta
know ont creed tramn tht other. Let me keep ber a fcw years
longer, and I will give ber up without a word."

IGive you tht apportunuîy ta steal away with ber, wbere
we wll not hear aifcaîlier ai you agaîn," inîerrupîed Father
Le Grand wiib a sneer. II We are hardly sp simple, mad-
ame."

M. Renau had aIrcady turned haughtily ta tht dooir.
" But I wilI promise flot ta take ber away," pleaded tht

despairing woman, laying boîd ai tht pritst's robe as a lasi
resaurce. "I1 will pledge you my sacred word ta stay jusi
here in this raom, if you like, if yau will anly Ici me keep my
baby."-" She cannot byve long in confinement," site was
thinking ta berself, 'land 1 care nai wbat they do ta nie when
she is gane."

But Father Le Grand had tuind away tram ber, ununoveti
by tht appeal. Wiîh a wail ai despair she threw herself bc-
fore bin-u.

IlVost shall ot go until yau have promised ta Ici me keep
my cbiîd," she gasoed. IlThere must bc something that wil
appease your baie biesides this. 1 bave jcwels, costly jeweîs;
my grandfatber wiIl add gold. Take them al. OnIy do flot
separate us."

"lTht child's soul is of mare value in tht cyts ai the Church
thari tht wealîh ai tht Indîçs," answered tht ccclcsiastic
sternly.

"lBut ihere must bc somneîhang I can do-sametbaig I cars
give up Énsiead," sobbed thte oung moîher, hardly knowang
wbat she said. IlIs it tht torture ai ibis weak (rame, tht
racking ai these delicate limbs ? I wilI bear ariyîhirig you cari
inflici.",

" There is c condition alane an which the Church could
consent ta leave tht child in your care," repîied the priesi
caldly.

M. Renau, wbo had reacheà the threshold, paused ta mark
tht eflfect ai bis wards.

"And that ? " demandied Eglantine brcaîblcssly.
Is your oivn recantatian, madame. Abjure Vour errors

and promise ta rear your child in tht truc faitb, and there
wiIl no longer be any ýnced ta carry this painful order ino
executaan."

He had no difficuîîy now an wihdrawing bis robe from
ber shrnkir'g fingers. I Mon Dieu ! was ail the uinhappy
mother saidi, as she recoled and hid ber face upori the
floar. M. Renau and bas agent exclanged glances, anid
tuaîed once more ta leave. But ai sound of their retirig
foatsteps Eglanrine started up with a look sa wild thiat ber
kinsman, thinking ber about ta throw berself tram tht bal-
cony ta reach tht cbild belawv, caugbt ber firmly by tht arm,
and dragged ber back ia b er chamber.

"Are yo'î mad? ' be demanded. IlFather Le Grand re-
mains wth us untal to.marraw, and you have time ta cansader
tht mttier. Marie shaîl bring the babe ta you at once, if you
desire it."

"Yes,yes, ai aiàce," she replied ieverishly, and M. Renau
deparîed with tht glow ai coming triumph in bis heart. Even
bas enmtv mîghî have been satisfied had be beeri able *.a ap-
preciate the agony bc lefi bthini ham.

When Marie entered wth the litit ont, Eglantîne caugbi
tht child fiercely tram ber, and paced the loor excitedly, like
a caged ioness, pauring aut such torrents ai maddentd grief
and tenderness that tht cbild shrank tram ber ini terroir.
IlOh, my-baby, don't do that 1 " she cried piteousiy. Theza,
wvitb tht beroasm that unselfisb lave teaches ta even the mosi
undiscipiined natures, she iorced back ber tears, andi neas-
sured tht babe waîb gentie torses and caretjes, until ai fel
asleep. Not until ihen did she sufler tht bitter waters ta
overfiow again, and permit herseli ta face tht full casi ai the
sacrifice that was asked oi her. There is a sweeî btlplessness
about slumber, an abandansment ai trust, wbicb appealspecu-
laarly ta aur care and tenderness, whetter tht sîceper we love
bc the strong mari or thet tecbîld. Eglantiàie's heart
iaied as she bent above tht sbut tyclîis andi utclasped
harids, as it had nai dont while tht grave baby-aras were
Iooking ino tbrs. Haw (air she was, how iraîl I Who
wouid notice and rejoace in ber btauty as she bad donc ?
Who would waîch over the fragile lite and shelter il as tht
motber who bore it ? She thought ai those ta whose care the
babe would bec coasigned,-cold, Ioveless wamen, who hati
neyer known ibis tenderest and sweeîest ai ail passions, nay,
wha madie il a part of themn religior int crash oui evtry gerrn
aif eanîhly îendcrness, wbo ivould flot tiare ta Ici tht stifleti
womanhaod wthîa them wake ai tht sounti ai a baby's cry.
Could she resign ta ihem ibis timid litile creature, who fei
a cold look like a brusse, and tremblcd ai a tauch or tarie that
was not fl ai love? She burst int tars, and sobbed until
she was îoo much exhaustid ta do moi.. thari go an îhinkirig
again.

That lic aof gloorrf andi penance which tuey hati plannei
oui (or ber Uitle daughier, what did it menr? An existence
wthout jay, wiîhout love, ccrtainly-pcrhaps, an existence
wîth sini. There wcre dark mtorses told and be'beved If" con-
verit lite in those aId tinys, and tht moîher, Iaaking c own on
rier unspotted Ily, cried oui that ber Gad hallrno riRbi ta de-
maInt sucb a sacrafia.e. Then her fears took a iresb tum ;
thai was an irýpossible terror. Litte Gabrielle would soca
sicken anti dit arnnng îhost sîrangetfacts, sbut in by thoit
gloomy walls. Fresb aRany coritracted ýhe moîher's beazt
How couiti she bear it 1 Surely, Gad would not exact sa
cruel a surrender. There must bc sa=i way of escape ;
something must happens. S'se forgot bar bîtterly ai lat he
had been accusing ber M4aker, and began repeating ta ber-
self ail tht assurances she coulti rememben of Hîs love and
compSsion. Surely Ht would Ici ber Iceep ber baby ; surely
lit Wou sentisosmthotiy ta hélp theni. She stamieti aillui
ta notice tbat tht shadars bad begun ta lengthen, andt tat


