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man, but he was afterwards celebrated as the * Re
former of Hesse” Still, the work he hadso far
sketchied was carried on by a number of anonymous
missionarics, who wrought with so much the more
success, as they weee not suspected because they
carried the goodsof the merchant or the knapsack of
the traveller.  Geneva, from its position, was con.
stantly traversed by those passing from France into
Germany, and from the north into the south. In their
conversations with the inhabitants these strangers
told of the cvents transpiring in France and [taly.
They spoke of the wrath of the priests and the con-
stancy of the martyrs, and when one of them happened
tv be himself n decided convert, he hesitated not to
avaw his convictions and to refute the crrors of the
Roman Church. Takiny out his Ihble, concealed in
tus Laggage, he verificd his statements by texts which
touched the hearts of his listeners, and inspured them
& with a desire toknow more. On yuitting, heleft a copy
B uf the Scriptures which passed from hand to hand, and
b was read insceret.  Thasit was that by little and hittle
an opinion 1n favour of reform was created, and gained
adherents, at first few 1n number, and not sery en-
hghtened, yet sincere and desirous to propagate the
j new faith,

Reports of these conquests of the Gospel soen
spread and caused serious disquictude on the part of
B the friends of Rome.  Then followed the usual ordevs
B from the Pope to the bishops to have an cye on
B Geneva which was fast being Lutheranized, and
B shich must be put down at any cost.  But matters

F had gone rather far for this, for the reformed had begun
 openly to work to sccure the spinitual emanvipation
of their fellow-citizens. Bestdes, Gegeva had withia
its walls a very distinguished man,

PIERRE ROBCRT OLIVLIAN,
% nho was fullilling the modest functions of preceptor
i3 to the children of Jean Chantemps. He had embraced
W& with ardour the doctrines of the Reformation, and
R contributed largely to gain over also his cousin, Jean
B Calvin. This was the same man, as those who read
R oy letters from the Vaudois Valleys will remember,
3 +ho was employed by the Synod which met in 1532
@ inthe Valley of Angrogna to make a French trans-
R lation of the Bible for the Waldenses—a translation
8 which became the foundation of all subsequent French
j versions of the Scriptures.  The friends of the Gus
H# pe! continued to increase, notwithstanding the concert
 of recriminations which arose on all sides. Catholic
ll Fribourg accused the Genevese Republic of wishing
i€t turn Lutheran. The Pope’s legate wrote frem
@ Chamnbery to the magistrate that to his grear grief he
Mhad heard of the “aboninable heresy™ openly
B preached 1n the city, and which was “nfecung the
B souls of its children.” $till, the activity of the Gene-
§ \ese in their new course continued and caused great
K 'oy to the friends of reform outside.
¢ In the autumn of 1532 arrived at Genzva Antoine
B Saunier and  William Farel who had already evan-
3 iclized the district of Montbelhard i France and the
B Swiss towns of Aigle, Neuchitel and Orbe. They
B bad just come from Piedmont, where they bad at-
& tended the \Waldensian Synod.  The mecung of these
k8 ihree,
: OLIVETAN. SAUNIER AND FAREL,
o in this city caused great commotion, and loud cries
$arose to kill Farcel, to drown him in the Rhene, ctc,,
Bbut they were all safely protected. In 1533 the re-
R lormers, for the first time, celcbrated the Lord’s
IS Supper in the open air, thereby completely scparat-
B0z themsclves from the communion of the Romar
B& Church, Guirin Muite distributing the bread and wine,
B with the Bible open before him, out of which he had
gread the Saviour’s command for the ordinance.
At the beginning of this year the population of
3 Geneva was divided into the following categorics on the
W rcligious question. There were first : The convinced
Ebelievers—a small but influential minority.. Secondly ;
& The politica! believers—citizens who sought, by the
M iumph of reform, the definitive rupture with every
BR pecies of servitude to the episcopal yoke and unionwith
ikhe powerful reformed Caritons as a protection against

g ltricals, who were groaning under the cupidity, turpi
Mude and domination of the priests. Fourthly : The Ro-
n clergy—their adherents and clients, and lastly :
The moderates, consisting of a number of people who,
$brough timidity and a spirit of conservatism, wished
B0 continue the existing religious institution in a puri
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#50d form, so asto prescrve the unity of the Genevese

Up tu 1534 this class had a majority i the munictpal
government.

In 1533 Picrre de Ia Baume  the prince temporal
and spinitual - left Geneva for Gex, never to return,
Still he continued to persceute the anzens by excom-
municating their prominent men for * rebellion and
lieresy.” Sovon after, hewever, hie lnst Ins prinaipality,
his bisbopnie and lis autre, so that ns anathemas
were harmless,

Ui the 2oth August, 1538,

FARLL, VIRET AND JAUQULS BERNARD
asked an audience with the Council of Two Hundred,
and pressed the magistratey to pronounce detinitively
upon the refonmation of Geneva, Farel saying that
he and hus colleagues were ready to scal with thewr
blond the truth of the religion they taught.  Upon
this the Council decided o convuke the priests, to
hear them justify the practiee of the mass and the
warship of mages; but meantime they voted that
the celebration of mass should be from that day sus-
prended 92 was the Jubilee of this deasion which was
held in August last). This was the prelude to the
tinal suppre ssion of the mass on the 27th August, which
completed the repture with the Church of Rome. After
this

GENLVA CEASED 10 BE CATHOLIC
and became reformed.  Such Romanists as could nat
conscicntiously accept the new situation, nor live
where the exercise of their worship was forbidden,
left the ety peaccably, and carned with them their
personal property.  Some ccclesiastios remained, but
were not allowed to admimster the sacraments or
wear cudlesastieal habits,.  In December most of
these left, one only declaring himself a cenvert to the
new faith,  The nuns soon followed the pricsts into
Savoy, the Syndic accompanying them to the bridge
over the Arve, which then formed the boundary of the
Geneveseterntory. On the 215t May, 1536, the Coun-
cil-General being assembled in the Cathedral, the
Syndic asked if there was anyone n the meeting who
knew or desired to say anything against the word and
doctrine then preached mm Geneva, No person re-
spending, he added . “ Do you now swear to hive ac-
curding to the Gospet and the Word of God?” All
raiscd their hands in reply. The people of Geneva
then unanimously and solemnly accepted the Refor-
wation on that histerical day.
CALVIN AT GENEVA,
“Calvin is one of those,” says M. Guizot, “who have
merited their glory, and of whom, after the lapse of
three centuries, one cannot scrupulously probe the
charitcter and history, without bearing towards them
a tender sympathy or at least a profound and respect-
ful admiration.” When he first arrived—the 27th
August, 1536 ~he had no intention of remaining ; and
when Farel pressed him to stay Calvin resisted at
first, feeling that he was better fitted to defend the
Reformation in his study than by action. Then Farel,
seizing him by both bands and looking straight into
his face, said to him in a voice of emotion. * Thy
only motive to refuse me is attachment to thy study.
I announce to thee in the name of the living God,
that if thou sharcst not the holy work in which 1 am
engaged, the Lord will curse the repose thou seekest,
and the works thou preferrest to the service of jesus
Christ.” These words penctrated the conscience of
the young Frenchiman, and he consented to remain ;
and by his faith and incerruptible love of the truth,
he soon changed the condition of affairs not only here
But in a considerable portion of Europe.  He doubt.
less committed many mistakes, but his faults were in-
separable from the troublesume times in which he
lived ; and were redeemed, in part at least, by his
rare virtues. A few points only can be here referred
to in regard to Calvin’s action at Geneva. In the first
place, hie found the reformed without unity or organi.
zauon, and, therefore, subject to uncertainty, confusion
and anarchy. He saw the danger of this wavering,
disunited and scattered character of rcform, and
set himself to provide a remedy. A settled doc-
trine which would give to believers a solid basis, and
place them under the shicld of the Word of God, was
wanted, and this the Catechism and Christian Insti-
tutes of Calvin supplied to Western Europe, and scon
became the manual of the reformed. He next or-
ganized the
PRESUYVTERIAL SYSTEM OF CHURCH ORDER

which secured the fair representation of the churches
in local, provincial and general synods, and gave them

all a comunon dircction.  Fanally, n those disturbed
times the reformers necded a centre which shiould be
a base of actron and point of departure.  Geneva be-
came this centre  From 1t went forth, far and wide,
Bibles and Testaments, books of controveray and ol
plety, from presses kept in constant activity, performs
g a work whouse importance 1t s nuw impossible
fully to estumate. From i, too, departed pastors and
evaagelists, educated in the school of Calvin,and ready
to preach the Gospel in the face of fire and sword
and even martyrdom itself.  In every time of difficulty
these men lookedd for counsel and advice to “the holy
city " and the “vencrable company of pastors,” and
above all to the Reformer who had prepared themn for
their work, not merely by communicating theological
knowledge, but something of his vwn brave spirit and
Christian enthusiasm.  From Geneva, too, went forth
those letters which carried into the smallust parishes
as well as into the chateaus of France, into the moun-
tains of Scutland as into the plains of Gennany and
Polard, even into the towns of Boliemia, and o the
occupant of the throne of England, advice, encourage-
ment or reproach from the * Man of Geneva’ It was
thus, thanks 10 the genius of Calvin and the labours
of his fellow-labourers, that * Europe was saved by
Geneva”—to use the expression of Michelet, the
French historian—and that Geneva became for a time
‘““a city seated on ahill,” whose light enlightened many
lands.
THE CITY OF REFUGE (1535-1787,

Even before accepting reform, Geneva had been the re-
fuge of a crowd of people persecuted on account of their
faith. Afterwards, when the Gospelwas purely preached,
it became from its position, the spot where were soon
united those who cscaped the stake erected by the
King of France and the horrible massacres amidst the
Vaudois Valleys— nobles exiled from Italy, Spaniards
pursued on account of their faith, Dutch reformers,
and cven at one period many English—]Jobn Knox
among the number—who had to fly during the reign
of Mary to escape death—all were finding a sccure
resting-place. In this way Geneva was enriched by
the presence, for a longer or shorter time, of the
choicest spirits of Europe, Some established manu-
factures which became very prosperous— others, print-
ing-presses, which more than anything clse helped to
popularize in Europc idcas of reform. Many thus
grew rich, and at a later period became the aristo-
cracy which long directed the affairs of the little re-
public. The Vaudois of the Valleys, accustomed to
agriculture, farmed the lands of Jussy and Satigny,
and became the principal stotk whence sprang many
of the Protestant families which are still to be found
in the rural parts of the canton.

It is worth noting that with the exception of Viset,
who was Swiss, all who took an active part in intro-
ducing the Reformation into Geneva were

FRENCH REFORMERS.

And for this Geneva has nct been ungratefu! ; for in
1831, as pointed out 1n a previous letter, the Evan-
gehical Sodiety of Geneva was founded for the pur-
pose of evangehzing certain districts of France, and
continues to labour amongst the descendants of the
old Hugucnots to the present time. Onc sentence

more
IN CONCLUSION.

Sunday, 23rd August last, was ushered in by a merry
peal of bells from all the Protestant temples of Geneva,
bothin town and country, announcing the dawn of the
“happy day™ which wasto commemorate the event
which not only sccured to Geneva its political and spiri-
tual independence, but conferred upon it the solid and
durable benefits of the religion of the Gospel. A stone
was next inserted in the wall of the Cathedral bear-
ing the following inscription : “In August, 1885, the
Protestants of Geneva celebrated the 3350th anniver-
sary of the Reformation, thereby boldly affirming their
immovable attachment to the reformed religion, and
their profound gratitude to their valiant ancestors.”
In the opinion of many the Protestants of Geneva
would have better testified their gratitede to their
“valiant ancestors” by exhibiting to the world the
purc faith and correct lives which distinguished
those old karoes, than by mural tablets however
clegant. For, as 1 have shown in previous letters,
many of the pastors now teach a very imperfect Gos-
pel, and many of the people exhibit very imperfect
lives. T. H.
Clarens, Swiiserland, Qctober, 1885.



