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everybody's door is no advantage as long as
they serve no higher puipose than keeping
the children out of their mothers' way when
they are busy, For the loss of these estab-
lishments, and for their labor in trudging
half-a-mile to school even on a cold winter
morning, the boys and girds of Scotland are
well repaid by the advantage of properly
heated, ventilated, and lighted apartments;
classes arranged in accordance with correct
educational principles; and teachers, the best
that a large and wealthy corporation can pro-
vide. In a large public school, the hcad
master who ought always to be a well trained
and intelligent educator, has the various de-
partinents under his own cye,fromn the primary
classes to the highest form, He prescribes
the course and the mode of teaching; and he
can sce by frequent and close inspection that
his instructions are properly carricd out. By
this means, he and his higher grade of teach-
ers are relieved from the labor of making up
deficiencies in primary instruction or even of
getting the pupils to unlearn what has been
learned amiss at clementary schools beyond
his control; and he is thus enabled to devote
the whole of his time and cnergy, as well as
the time and cnergy of his assistants, to the
work of directly furthering the progress of
tne pupils,

Another interesting item in the Report is the
working of the *“Compulsory Clause,” We
have such a clause in our School Act in the
Province of Ontario; but it is a dead letter.
A blank is sent to the School Trustees to be
filled in and returned to the Inspector with
the names of those children who do not attend
some school during, at least, four months of
the yecar. But in most cases the trustees,
who have perhaps been clected by the yotes
of the very persons who will not send their
children to school, refuse to give the required
information lest they should offend their con-
stituents. There are other reasons besides
this one why the cducation of the country
should not be left so much in the hands of
petty trustees. Township Boards would be
an improvement, and we are not very sure
that we would be quite content to stop even
at that. But as to this matter of the failure
to enforce the compulsory clause, it may not
be the trustees who are always to blame. It
may be that in some cases the Inspectors
must shoulder the responsibility, Be the
fault where it may, we have not heard of any
prosecution under this clause although it has
been in force for several years. But the com-
pulsory clause is not a dead letter in Scotland.
The number of parents summoned in that
country during 1877 for failare to send their
children to schoo! was 10,812; and by this
means it is cstimated that 22,886 children
have been during the year brought under in-
struction, who would otherwise have gone to
swell the ranks of that ignorant semi-barbar-
ous class which forms so large an element of
our great populations; from which the greater
proportion of the criminal army is drafted;
and but for the cxistence of which we should
never have heard of the monster which has
appeared under various names at different
periods in the world's history, and which now
stalks abroad under the name of Communism,

IN the opinion of the “Herald and Presbyter.”
Father Hyacinthe will be received again a penitemt
into the Roman Catholic Church. If he returns to his
“former allegiance,” we should like to know what he
is to do with his wife,

CHINA FAMINE RELIEF,

The following amounts have been reeeived by Ruv,
W. Reud, Toronto, for China Famine Relief, and re-
witted to Rev. W, Muirhead, Shanghai:—

Per “Gloabe ™ office, $25; Mrs, Melntyre, Paken-
ham, $13; Fricnd, §5: Newmo, $1; “Respectfully,”
$2. James, Toronto, $10; Thomas McKay, Toronto,
£1: A Sunters Meaford, 31: AL Phillips, Fergus, $3;
People of Ayr and neighbourhood, $200; Dunbarton
and Duftin’s Creek, $17; Rev. Thomas Fenwick,
Metis, §4; Friend, Isabella street, ‘Toronty, $5; Tho.
mas Fraser, Pine River, $1; Delaware, St. Andrew’s,
and South, $9.60; Friend, $1; Usbndge, $12; ‘T'ces.
water, $60; West King, $16; Thedford, Knox Church,
$18.32; Ayr, additional, $3; Friends in Chatham,
New Brunswick, $20; Friend, $4; Leaskdale, sate of
ladies work, $8: A, Mustard, Leaskdale, $2; James
Leask, Leaskdale, $4; CQueensville and  Ravenshoe,
$15.50,
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INNDUCTION  SPRINGFIELDE AND
ALYMER,

Another new and settled charge is added to the
Roll of the Canada Presbyterian Church—* Spring-
ticldand Alymer.” ‘These are very young nussion sta-
tions, and on ground catircly new to the Presbyteran
Clwirch, they have come up quickly imto the paosition
of a supplemented congregation,

On Wednesday, 24th August, 1t a.m,, the London
Presbytery met at Springtield and proceeded with the
induction services.  The Rev. D. B. Whimster preach-
cd; Rev. M. Fraser, of St. Thowmas, presided and ad-
dressed the new minister, the Kev. A. Beamer; Rev.
J. A. Murray, of London, addressed the people. The
entire service was conducted with instructive impress-
ivencss and profit to all prescut.  Mr, Beamer was
heartily received by the congregation at the door of
the chusch.

In the afternoon, the deputation in company with a
number of the Springfield people proceeded to Aly-
mer, some five miles distant. And_in the evening,a
reception was held in a beautiful grove adjoining the
village, where was convened the congregation and a
Lirge number of all denominations to sympathize with
the young Presbyterian Church and their newly
scttled pastor.  After ample refreshment and o
good deal of promenading, C. McDougall, M.P. for
the County of Elgin, took the chair and called the
people to order.  And after a suitable address, Mr.
Black and a member of the Sabbath School presented
the new pastor with an elegant pulpit Bible, and a
well expressed address of welcome, neatly engrossed
on parchment.  Mr, Beawer's reply was very appro-
priate and carnest. The Rev. John McEwen,of In-
gersoll, being called upon to address the meeting,
said, that from personal knowledge he could con-
gratulate the London Presbytery and tt.e congre-
gation of Springtield and Alymer in their having se.
cured the services of Mr. Beamer; and that he brought
to this young congregation much experience and
ability; he was not newly planted in the Masor's work,
but had proved himself to be a workman needing not
to be ashamed.

The start of this new congregation was full of pro-
mise. Addresses of welcome, sympathy, and congrat-
ulation were delivered by the resident mimisters of the
town.

The enjoyment of the occasion was increased by the
music of the Alymer brass band.

We believe that at no distant day this charge will
be not only sclf-sustaining, but a source of strength to
the Presbyterian causc,

DR, SOMERVILLE IN NEW ZEALAND.

The following account of Dr. Somerville’s visit is
from the Otago * Evangelist” of Jure 1st, which also
contains a separate report of each meeting held by him
in Duncdin:

“‘The visit of the veteran Free Church minister, the
Rev. Dr. Somerville, and of his son, Mr. W. F. Som-
cerville, to the city of Dunedin, has been a memorable
one. For months before their arrival, prayers have
been offered up that if the Lord would permit them to
come to our shores, R rich blessing might accompany
their tabours, and that the Lord of the Harvest would
give them many souls for their ture. Such lavge and
continuous crowds as nightly thronged the larger
places of public resort in the city have seldom or never
been seen in Dunedin. Up to the day of their de-
parture the public interest remained dvep and un-

abated in the Evangelists and their work. Their
visit was a delightful one, and the results, as they are
already known and continue to manifest themselves,
cvoke heartfelt gratitude, and afiord material for praisc
and thanksgiving 1o the Lord’s people.  Chirist has
been preached, and thercin we do rejoice.  The vital
and energetic principles of Christianity in which all
Christians are agreed  the saving truths which cluster
round the fact of the Saviour’s mediation and become
life in men’s souls— were dwelt upon with much cin-
phasis, and beautifully illustrated. Souls have been
awakened, others have been refreshed and revived,
and a new impulse has been given to many of God's
people, which we trust will show itself in an unasten-
tatious eagerness to engage in works of faith and
labours of love. Qur prayer is that the Divine bless-
ing may abide with voth the Preaclier and the Singer
of the Gospel, and that the results of thewr labors may
go eduying on, ever widening and increasing amongst
us.

“The audiences at the noonday prayer meeting and
at the evening evangelistic services were, relatively
speaking, very large, and werecomposed of all classes
of the community. Every addition to the accommoda-
tion provided was followed, especially in the evenings,
by an inpouring of eager men and women; but notwith-
standing, we have the impression lcft on us, after an
occasional cursory glance at the audience, that they
differed in no perceptible degree from the usual city
congregations on Sunday, and that the population
that lics outside our Churches did not respond to the
general invitation. But yet we have confidence in the
law of the kingdom, that a revived Church is followed
by an increased Church. No sooner do our members
attain to a firmer faith and a more intense realisation
of the truths they profess to hold, than they will learn
that those outside our Churches must be invaded to be
reached,~must have the Gospel of the Kingdom
brought to them if they atrc to be brought within the
pale of the Kingdom of the Gospel.  Let our Church
now strengthen her stakes and lenyrthen her cords, and
let edification and mulliplication go on simultaneously.

“ From the time of Dr. Somerville’s arrival, there
was the utmost interest manifested in the work, not
only by the ministers of the cvangelical Churches in
the city, but by ministers from the neighbourhood of
Dunedin and “from the regions beyond.” There was
a conspicuous forgetfulness of denominational differ-
ences; and Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Congrega-
tionalists, Methodists, and Baptists realized the fact
that evangelical Christianity overflows the narrow
vessels which are supposed to hold it.  T'rue bretherly
love and intercourse were patent on the common
platform, and keen examination could not have de-
tected a tinge of denominational jealousy.

“There was a spirit of expectation aroused among
the people that a rich blessing was to be vouchsafed
them when the mission services began. Subordinate
to this, vigorous cfforts were made by the Evangelistic
Comunittee—an organization which we trust will con-
tinue in existence and be a permanent factor for good.
Of the efficiency of the committee, or of the value of
the services they rendered, there cannot be thie shadow
of a doubt; and much credit is due to the Honorary
Secretary, Rev, Mr. Mackie, {or the exuberance of in-
terest he manifested. The work scems to have been
divided among them, like prize money among officers.

“There was an entire absence of excitement, so far
as we have learned, at the evangelistic meetings.
The Spirit was present, not like a mighty rushing
wind-—not like the Sfream in flood overflowing the
dry grounds—not in Pentecostal effusion,—but like
the gentle rain or the silently fallingdew. The eager
earnest face seen at theafter-mecting spoke cloquently
of the jubilant consciousness of res.oration to the
favour of God. Visible emotion was singularly ab-

ont,—emotion such as we have scen vhen the enthu-
stasm was not proportioned to the g7it of God’s truth
which the individual attained to.

“We are confident that if the mem ers of our
Churches have reaped much benefit during the mis-
sion,—and we know many of them have,~therc will
be more work done for Jesus, more preaching of a
practical Gospel in our homes, and ficlds, and work-
shops, and offices, than during the past. Let the
prophecy of to-day be the history of to-morraw! Let
us realize with impassioned earnestness that CArist is

JSor us, and then, O then, shall we not be fur Christ?

Not till fien shall there be a new life infused into our
old organisations. May God supp!y 1t through Him
#ho is the way, the truth, ard the life!”



