
The. Zoclcvwood RevimS

where hie bad found sanctuary,
asking repeatedly after bis health
in persuasive toues. I gave up the
cage after that and establisbed
him on a smart stand iu the din-
ing-room window; for I found that
the birds in the conservatory coîîld
flot bear the sight of him. A light
chain securePly faslened on bis Ieg
promlised safety, but hie conlrived
to get within reach of niy uew
curtains and rapidly devoured
sorte half-yard or so of a band.
paiuled border wbich was the
pride of my beart. Then came an
iuterval of calm and exemplary
bebavior wbich lulled me mbt a
taise security. Cockie seew-ed to
have but one objecl in life. which
was to pull out ail bis own fealh-
ers, aud by eveuing the diuiug-
rooni otten looked as lbough a
wbite fowl liad been plucked in it.
1 cousulted a bird doctor, but as
Cockie's beallh va- oerfectly good
and bis diet ail taîat could be
recommended, it was supposed lie
ouly plucked biniseif for wvant of
occupation, and firewood was
recommended as a substitute,
This answered very well, aud bie
speut his leisure in gnlawing sticks
of deal-only wbeu uo one cbauc-
ed to be in tbe roon ibe used to
uufasteu the swivel of bis cbaiu,
leave it dangliug on tbe staud,aud
desceud ini searcb of bis play.
things. Wlieu the fire had flot
beeu lighted I often found lialf
tbe coals pulled out of the grate,
sud the firewood ini splinters. At
last, witb warnxer weather, both
coals and wood wvere renîoved, so
the uext tinme MIaster Cockie
found iniiseif short of a job bie
set to work on the dining-roomn
chairs, first pulled out ail tlieir
brighit nails, and nexî tore lioles in
the leather,

-A Ilttie girl, wvhose father wvas
the village posîmiasîer, and had
lieard iilm speak of -dead letters,"
picked ur a nîourning envelope
and exclaimed, -Papa, Ibis is a
dead letter, isn'b il?"

xRVTFS X AIE EVEIS.
Tbe changes of birds during the

breedirig season are iu different
p arts of the wvorld very wonderf ni.
N o transformnatiou is, bowever,
more reniarkable than thal of tbe
ruif as the limne for courbing draws
near. His face is Iben covered
witb singular fleshy lubercles, yel-
lowish or pinkish colon. Ctirious
tufts of stiff plumage protrude
theinselves uear eîtber ear, and a
large ruif of elongated feathers
stands out over the ueck. This
ruff,frorn whicb the birds receives
ils name, is distensible at pleasure.
Tbe bill, legs and feet are Iben
yellow or orange color. The cc'lor
of the plumage and especially of
the ear tufts sud ruif vary greatly,
so that two birdsare seldom, found
alike; the ruif is usually barred
black, but in somne individuals il is
marked wvitb wbile, browu or gray.
Metallic bues are often noticeable.
Purplisb black is more usually the
color of tbe ear tufts wbile thle
geueral color of tbe ueck ruif is
chestnut. Young bîrds of the year
do not display the ruif aud other
sexual changes of plumage and
apptarance. The assuniption of
Ibis sîrauge and beautiful breed-
iug plumage is compleled in May
and begins to vauisb again loward
the end of Julie. The deeper col-
ors, such as pur ple aud chestnut,
disappear togett er, aud by Sep.
tember the change is complete
and the ordinary plumage usually
regained. The female makes no
prelence bo auythiug lu tbe shape
of tbe ruif or ear tufts. Duriug
the courting season, the ruifs,
resplendent in tiheir gay plumage,
nieel logether on pieces of risiug
ground, among the feus and
marshes, and there batîle logether
fiercely for the possession of the
reeves. This practice was lermied
by the fennmen «"billing" and the
turf and herbage were usually bo
be found bealen down by the
movements of the birds duriug
these contesîs. Besides Ibese bat-
dles the royal ruifs are in tbe babil
of displaying their plumage, dis-


