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From the Christian Obscrver.

A CATIOLIC TURNED PROTESTANT.

A little pamphlot has recently beon produced in
Frauce, by on obscure and imperfectly cducated
mechanie, which has attracted moro attention, and
is hikkely to praduce moro cffect in tho convorsion of
Catholics to the Protestaot faith, than many of
those elaborats and learned dissortations in which it
was the fashion of former times to engago. A sad-
dler, of the namo of Bayssioro, is tts nathor; a
member Jf tho Rtomish Church by burth, who had
roceived no religious education, and continued ull
his 32nd yonr in profession a Catholie, but in roality
a Deist. ~ Still ho attouded tho Catholic services:
and though bhe would not communicate, ho ance
cousented to make confession, as & nocessary pro-
Liminary to being margied ; aod he looked upon the
Protestants as herotics : but ho neither read nor
believed tho Bible. At this timo his wife diod
and pactly from a dosiro to show hooour to hor
memory, partly from 2 suspiciou that the prayors
of tho church might nlloviate tho sufferings of the
dead, he determined to procure vino masses to be
said for tho repose of her soul. Tho priest to whom
ho applied, promised, but fuiled to perform them.
Mouth after mounth he repeated his npf]icaﬁon. but
in vain, the priest complainiLg that he had oot time;
and his tendornoss for his wife made him vory in-
dignaot at this supposcd protraction of her sufferiugs
in purgatory. At length it was suggested to him,
that if ho paid tho priest in advance he would pro-
bably be moro successful : he trigd the expe: mont,
and it succeeded; tho mouoy was accopted, and
the masses wero said; nay, the good priest, whe
had no time to perfonin three, now bepevolently
wished to petformsix, rather than retura tho change
out of a six franc piece, whicl the poor man had
presented.

Such an instance of cupidity starled Rayssioro,
and led him to enquure wheaco tho lueradivo doctrine
of purgatory was derivod. Io was not himselfa
beliover in the Bible; but as ho knew that tho priests
asserted that all their doctrines and ceremonies
wero founded on that book, ho felt a cwrosity te
know what tho Biblo said upon thq subject. While
these reflections were passing in - his mind, he sud-
denly rccollected that he possesed a copy of the
New Testament, in which Eo had learned to road,
but which be had never opened afier he was ten
years of age. Ho oagerly seized it; and with that
vigour and warmth of temperament of whish his
book furnishes several examples, never stopped, he
says, til he had read it from the beginning to the
end. His only business was with the doctrine of
purgatory: and he disregarded every thing which
did not bear upon that single point.  Ho gives with
much ariless simplicity, the result of his studies:
he found pothing whieck. maas for, but much which
tazde against that Loctrine ; and he arose convinced,
that ;f the Bible was to be the standard of appeal,
thore was nothing to be found iu it in favour of that
fabled intermodiate state of depacted souls.

It then occurred to him that the pope must have
invouied this lucrative doctrine; and he in conse-

ucnze felt resolved to know who the pope was.

i- had heard that ho was tho successor of St. Peter;
that St. Peter was the head of the charch; and that
conscquently the rights and prevogatives of St. Peter
had devolved upun succeeding pontify. This he
hud heard in conversation, and from the pulpit:
but he was now desirous of nuderstanding what the
Scriptures 53id on tho zubject.  With thesamo ar-
dnur, therefore, and the sumesinglencss of purpose as
befure, he sat down to the perusal of the New Teosta-
meat ; and roading, without intermission, from the
firat page 1o the lest, he discovered that St Petor
had never preached at Rome; and had aever, du-
riag lis life timo, been recognised as the hoadof the
church; in short, that the system was an artful fie-
tiun, invented and mamntained to procuro gain or
power to its authors. )

« Thus,” be says, I discovered that these two
primary doctrines of the Romish Church, ndmely
purgatory, and tho supremacy of St. Peter and his
snccessors, had not at auy rate been inculcated by
tho writers of tho gospel. .Althoygh, provious to
this discovery, I haa, not'been vory, zoalaps in the
belief of theso_two points, yet I cannot tell you
what jnterest I felt in the new ideas I had acquired.
The New Téstaraent, which ! was stil] far from re-
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then began to fool samo degroo ul confitlonco.
Thoygh I found this study nav
poor uneducated artisan, like inyself. it way at the
samo timo so attractive to mo that I was iuduced to
eontinuo my researches,” pp. 2, 26. '

His next inquirios wore directed totho doctrino of
tho real presence.  His mind had always rovolted at
that cssential articlo of Cathalic holicf: of all the
tecucnts of Popery. this had tended tho most to
nitcoato him from the Christian roligion, of which
ho had been taught to consider it an insoparable

and dillicult to a

clusively with this subjoet, ho sguin rend through
tho New Testament. For somo time ho saw
nothing that scomed 1o countenanco thoe duvdtrino:
but at?ccgth meeting with the passago in 8t. John,
chap. vi,on which tho Cutholics lay somuch stross;
« Verily, verily, I say unto you, cxcoptyo oat the
flesh of tho Son of man, and drink his blood, ye
have no lifo in you;” ho thought tho proof decisive,
and was on the point of abandaniug, with disgust
tho rccord in which so palpable an absurdity seomed
to be promulgated. Further soarch, howovir throw
light upon the pascegos aud in the 63d verse, ho
diccovered what ho called the koy of tho chapior.
He saw that the expressions eatug and drmbang
woro used figuratively ; and that they really sigaifi-
ed nothing but **Jmowmg Clrist, coming to him,
and believing in him.”

Convinced of tho being of 2 God, a sense of his

deeply; aud theso wero followed by resolutions of
awecudment. But horo itscems hewas embarrassed ;
he endeavoured to recollect whateverrules of virtue,
and maxims of wisdora ho had heard ; at length thoe
thought occurred to him, that ho might find some-
thing to the purposein the Now Testament; and
for tho fourth timo he commenced its perusal. The
following is his own animated language on the occa-”
sioni—

« ¥ wish it were in my power to recount to you,
my dear children, all the effocts that the oternal
word of God produced upon my hoart, for from that
time I recognised it to by the rovelation of Sover-
cizn Wisdom; in tho genuine oxpression of the
Divine will, the message of a tender and compas-
sionate Father, addressed to his angrateful and re-
bellious children, soliciting thew to retura and find
happiness in bim. I wish I could votrace the im-
pressions that this Divine message produced on my
mind, the vivid emotion I cxpericaced, aund the
thoughts aud feclings (uvover, I trust, to bo forgot-
ten) cxcited by that reading. .

«] was like 2 man born blind, aad suddenly re-
covering his sight in a maguificent room, lighted up
by a splended lustre, and by a number of bright
lamps huog around. Ay feelings at least corres-
ponded with those of 8 man under such circuin-
stunces, were they possible.  How glorious was the
light of the gosple to me? 1 soug?xt for morality,
and I found there the most sinple, clear, cowplete
apd perfeet system of murality, that could be con-
ceived for conduct, and thm{ found precopts suited
to every circumstance thet could presentitself in life,
as a son, a brother, a fatber, a friend, a subject, u
servant, @ labourer, @ man, a reasonablo ercatuse.
My duty in every rolation of lify X thero fourd incul-
cated'in the most admirable manner. I could not
immagive oue moral duty for which I did' not there
find a precept: not one precept unaccompanied by
a matives and no motive that did not appear to me
to be cither dictated by reason, or entoréed by an
authority against which I et cunscious that 1 had
gothing to objoet,” pp. 42-44.

Penetrated with this deep sense of the perfect
1worality of tho gospel, he was led by that Divine
Teachor, who we cannot doubt secretly guided his
n.ind, to ascehd to apother question :—+Was that
co e of moraldoctring dictated and inspired of God 7
“Who,"” said ho, in the woxkiugs of his vigorous
rind, * were the .writers..of thisbook?” ¢ And
when,” adds ho, **1 reflected thag they were puor,
unedycpted chbwiff' Jike mysglf; the guestion
immediately presonted nself, How could fishormen,
g gasherers, and jent maliers,"fcquiro-such extra-

| ordinary stigacity, penetratiop, wisdom, and know-
led; ary‘Ab:, T ei;:h%med. this is indecd 2 problem

which can only bo solved-by ndmittiogtheir own
assortion, thatthe Spirt of Goddirected thoir pous,

gording e & Diviko' rovelution, appoarcd to mo ]

abd hat agthoy-were iospised s they wrote'y™

part, and to forco himintoinfidolity. Occupicd ex-| PP

own uuworthiness and sinfulness now affocted hiim | P

From tho inépivsd morality of tho Scriptures, ho
proceeded o reason ontvard to the inspiration o the
toctrines.

“If God inspired tho apostles, antl enabed thein
to givo to tho world tho purest and most porfoct
systom of morality that can be concoivetl, in 1t to bo
supposed that in the remninder of their writings ha
would leavo them to their unnssisted redsan, and
Formit imposturo tobe confounded withtruth? No:

rom tho samo saurca cannot proceed sweot waters
and bhitter.  As tho ruoral precopts of the gospol are
I)ivi}‘wlﬂ inspired, so0 likowiso must bo its doctrines,”
. 43, 40.

Thus onds the procoss by which this simplo me-
chanic, under tho unscen influonces of thut Divino
Enlightener, who has promised to instruct every
sincore inquirer, was conductod to tho full convittion
that the whole contents of the New Testanient
woroe dictatod by the Spiritof truth.

But, after «ll, meve knowledge is not religion ;
vor would it have beon of much spiritual valuo to
this poor man that he had rejected a fewv errors of
Popery, if ho had gained nothing better in thoeir

lace.—Iut to the illumination of ﬁis understanding
ttploasod God to add tho conversion of his hoart.
By tho Bible, and the Biblo alone, he becamo~—not
moerely 2 nominal ProtestanY, But a Cliuistian. He
folt, ho says, * tho suitability betwcen the wants of
his soul, stnfal and destitute of all peace aud com-
fort, and the work which the Saviour had accom-
plished by his doath upon the cross:™* he viewed the

romises of God as suited to his own case; ho re-
garded Jesus Christ as a sacrifico offerec. for his sins;
he trusted in bkim by faith for the expiation of them,
and for reconciliation with Ged; and thus simply
depending upon bis Saviour ho obtained peaco of
soul, a peaco which was abls to supvort and
strengthen him amidst all the afilictions of lifo.
Ha thug feeliagly sums up the dealings of God with
him :—

*1n this mooner You sco how, a sinuer and a pro-
digal as I was, my neavenly Fathor met me, and re-
ceived me to the arms of his merey ! how he made
known to me his free grace and beavenly gift, of
which I was utterly unworthy. It is his grace
which has accomplished all in me! e it was who
began, who <carried on, aud who, I trust, will per~
fect this work of salvation. Without ljis Spirit.
operating on my heart, it never could have experi-
enced a real convession,” p. 47.

Bayssiere now began to fecl desirous ofintercoursa
with persons entertaining the samo views and feol-
ings with himself—with those whom ho calls « Gos-
Fcl Christians;" but where to find them was the dif-
iculty. 'The thought glanced across us miund, that
the Protestants might be the peoplo of whom be was
insoarch. * But instantly,” e says, **I repelled an
idea which earl{ projudico had rendered revolting
to me. Ihad been brought up in tbhe conviction
that the term Protestant was synonymous with
heretie, blasphemer, aud reprobate.” Soon, how-
ever, the thought returned, and roflecting on the
declaration of St. Paul, ¢« All that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shaii suffer persccution,”—possibly,
said he, these Protestants may be caluminated, bo-
causo their religion is in accordanco with the gospel,
and he resolved to clear up his doubls upon this
point; but there were no Protestants in the neigh-
beurhood.

T waited paticntly,” ho says, * for some time,
and applied myself diiigently to reading and medi-
tating on the word of God, which bad become like
necessary food to my soul. In allmy prayers I en-
treated the Lord that ho would condescend todirect
we to those trae Christians of whom his church waé
coiaposed, and permit mo to become one of their
vumber: I felt 2 confidence, from all that I had
experienced, that ‘my Divine Bencfactor would
grant my request whenever he saw 1t good for mes
this confidence quicted me, but could uot remove
my desire to ascertain what tho protestant religica
really Was.” ’

1t happened, however, that his wifo in early life
had known something of Protcstants, and-thoss
whom sho had known cvidently appoar to huvebeen
persons of olevated picty. .

«Tn hor doscription of the Protestant wership,
iroperfect as it was, he thought ho could recognise
those trasts of simplicity that characterized fhewor-
n!nir of the primitive Christians? apd " wher ske
hed Gnishod, ‘he spid to himself; #Tois--fs mddedi-?



