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A CHRISTMAS GREE 'ING.
The near approach of the greatest
and the graudest of all the Christian
festivals, with its divine messaze of
peace to meu of good will, and its
gacred assoclations of earthly tics aud
heaveuly love, naturally suggests the
joyous and familiar greetings which
flow spoutaneously to all lips during
the holiday Season. It would therefore
ill becomo me If 1did not gladly scize
this most suitablu of all occasions and
this beet of all channels to couform to a
time-honored custom, aud, while relt-
STAIng B (habks Tor tho honor done
me by my brethren of the C. M. B. A.
in clecung me their Graud President,
to heartily wish them, far and wide
throughout the Duminion, ** A Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.®
The coming anniversary of the Nativ.
ity is the first upon which it has been
given to me to preside over th destiy
fes of our great Association, avd thoe
thoughts which crowd iy wind at
such a timpe, naturally come so thick
aud fast that [ tind it d dicult to ex-
press them all, even it 1 had the
audacity to to far trespass on rour
valuable time.,  However, let e bricf
ly sxy that the familiar Chri-tings
greeting, which in teo many cases
souuds so holiow and conveutioual,
convedsn deeper aud holier meamng
when exchangud between the members
of the brotherhood of the C M. B. AL
We should aud can never furget that
“the gool tdiugs of great joy,” which
were flashed from heaven over the
bleak hills of Judea nearly nincteen
hundrdd y cars ago, aud which heralded
the coming of the Christ Child and
His wrudrous mission of human re
drmption, with its glorious meseago of
"' peace on earth, goed will to men,™
were the precursors of that spirit of
brothetly  and,  ueighborly  love,
of Grd like charity, which have
revolutienizid this werld of rmus and
which it is the great object of our
Oider, after the example of its Divine
Model, 1o inculcate and cxtond. Wo
way, perbaps, io our day never hepo

of man, but we can at least do our
feeble mortal share by our example
and teachings, by the cultivation of
fraternity and, above all, by the exer

cise of love aLd charity towards our
neighburs #s towatds ourselves, to help
ot thegreat docttine of maral auwd nater

18] regeneration invoived in the mys
tery of the Incarnation.  Aud with tie
biessing of God and of His Haly
Church, which He came on ecarth asa
feeble and lowly Tutant to found, we
shall continue to do this, confident in
the success of our heavenly inission
aud sceking by all the merunsin cur
power to extend to our fellow.Catho-
lics the benefits of our organizs-
tion. Unlike the Messiab, we
may nut he  able tc  altogether
heal the breken-hearted or to comfort
thu meurmng widow, as He comfurted
the Widow of Nain, bit wa can at least
help to pour balm upon their sorrow,
to bring glad tidings of great joy to
thur bruised and bieedinz spirits, and
to rojuice the hearts of the fatherless
and bhelpless.  Aud, atove ally let us
try toremember that the golden feaat
of Chtistnasas the little chivdren’s fes

tival prur cwcelloper—that the great
Master of ali goud came upon this sor

row{ul aad sin Inden casth in the form
of a pour hittle humblo Chald to namtest
His divive bne for the ittle ones and
ther it is vur duty, therefore, at such
§ assan, 10 set to our own youthful off
spung the examplo of that thovg httul
aftection, that bro.herly love aud that
charity torards our neighbors which
will inspire them to take up aud con

tinue the goud work of the C. M B. A.
whent we are gotie.  As such & happy,
jyyoustiine as the Christmas season,
with all its loviug and pleasaut wmem-
orfes, with all its traditions of g.ed
cheer and hospitality, nobrother, of cho
C. M. B. A. especially, should be
suffered to want, nor his littlo ones
to imnagine that the dark cliud, which
lowers o'cr thelr homos, possesscs 1o
sliver lining for them. Lat the glad.
nees which irradiated, aund still icra-
diatcs tho whole world at the coming
of the Saviour, find them cut alse, and
. biighten their

sins.

cheerless  cxistenco. . ¢ select a company {ur tho furnishing

childhood’s days.  Happy  children
make virtteus, devotud, parent oning
youths, and go d members of it V. der
in the future. S)» do not furget that
the comming  Christmas must a
merry one for the chudren. Badsun
of greator tnpottance evetn that they
arasthe poot - God s poot =w hether they
belung to the bramberhood of the C M
B A. or the grueater brotherhomd of
manhind 1u goneral. Wu have these
cver with us, and there
scupe, espectally at this blessed seasun,
for that God nho virtun which, we
are told, covereth a multitude of
Whilethe rich -and-comfortable
are feasting, the poor should not be
forgotten.  Moroover, charity kuows
netther creed nor chime. Its suowy
wingZs Rro spread over all 1o nedd and
alt are welcoma totaerr shelter Thus
God's work is done and the bruised
heart 1s comtorted. And most cer-
W@inly the sweet recompense of ding
gord e others uxceels Al the pueasuse
that can b denived tron soish cogey
ment. Lt cazh wmember of theC M
B. . reslve, therelore, that this will
reatiy be a glad ©uristnas tor - Che
young and od~the nich and poor
Let the Chnistinas gieeting be mita
mere expresston trom the nps Lt
be accmmupauird by seme tangible evy
deuco thai 1t has a rear aud a hoy
meamng, it heepog with the pan
ciples ot our great ocder. Aud e us
pray that when auwther Christinae
comes 1t will ind our Ouder even stuld
happier, stronger aud more nwmetons
aud prosperous than we are this year,
with the blessiug of the Divine Chald,
the anvnversary of whoae fowiy bt
glorious tirch we shail ceicbrate va the
23 h of Ircemmber. At deast such -
the siucere wish, the hope, aud prayes, |
with Christinas greetings of
Y ours frateraally,
M. F, HAUKLETT,
Grand Presalens.
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BONDN OF OFFICERS.

Thoe committee appointed by the
Graud President and Board of Trusiees

quired to ve sache has deaddd to

Avovpil the teuder ol The l’nll]-‘ll.\ ery’

Laalility  Aescairttm Corporatior,
Lamited
Missisn o hundt and M odeon, Gen-

orae Agenis, Mottiean, < oe, are tho
prasotis wo. b whon cwe Doandh cllicers
wine hiedsy egarding
thes maiter.

The il ers of branches tequueed by
tos biuds are
Ninavaas Sccreianes and Tieasarers.
The «fhiets ot tha Graud Ceuual aro
JBo Grand Presdent, Giaud Trustees,
Grand Treasurer and Grand Seciotary.
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moter of thrift.

An encourager of economy.
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