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Mr. Longloy suggested to the Doard a
reorganization of socictins,—placing each
in its proper district and within proper
limits,

Mr. Matheson said Mr. Longley’s views
were axactly those that had been arrived at
by .he Boand, but the difliculty wus to
work them out.

A statement of the probable grants re-
quired for the present year was titen sub-
mtted for consideration.

Mr. Longley thought that appropria-
tions should depend upon the tinancinl
state of the Province, und be made from
year to year accordingly.

Mr. Mauck said : “Thero are other bran-
ches of industry of fwmportance in this
country besides agriculture, yet it is the
only one encouraged ; it is the only one
that is not in a languishing condition,
and it is tho agricultuml counties that
derive the benetit of the milways that
have been built with the public money.
He thought any increase in the grant
should be carefully considered, that mon-
ey should be properly applied, and was
glad to hear the explanation that had
been given as to the reason that animals
had not realized better prices at the sale.
He was inclined to oppuse too much mon-
ey being spent on importations, aud es-
pecially the expenditure of societies in
supplying their members with grain,

M. Longworth suggested that an im-
portation might be made at the time of
the Provincial ExInbition, which would
be a good occasion for selling.

Mr. Gayton said it was true in one sense
that agricultural industry was encouraged
at the expensc of others, but he had good
authority fur saying that no Local Gov-
ernment could directly give any effuctive
encouragement to fishermen as they could
do to furmers.

Col. Laurie instanced the expenditure
by the Dominion Government on navi-
gation sccurities, which benefited the
fishermen and shipping interests, and re-
quired a very large, but at the same time
judicious, expenditure of public money,
derived from the farmess as well as
others.

Mr. North said he represented an agri-
cultural county, and had strong sympa-
thies with the farmers, and a greater love
of the farmyard thun cven the shipyard.
The present depression in other indus-
tries was the result of overactivity in the
past.  Agriculture, more than any other.
is a productive interest, the foundation of
all prosperity.  Agriculture supplies the
life-blood of a country ; stop the ship-
ping, and you stop its circulation. Tra-
ders are gleaners.  More production and
less trading is the panacea for our present
depression.  'We cannot encourage agri-
culture too much, only what money we.
give should be judiciously expended.
Let us do what we can now, and ¢stablish

our agriculture that it may flourish in
the future whatover may happen. He
thought importations might be accem-
plished to somo exten$ by agents in coun-
trivs where good stock are to be found.
Ho likewise suggested higher premiums
for thoroughbred animalg, and the en-
courngement of private persons willing
to import suitable animals by offering
special premiuvs,

Mr. McKay said in his county more
attention was requived to grades. His
constitnents thought the pe”igrec ani-
mals got the lion's share of the prizes.
He handed in a letter irom Picton Coup-
ty on this subject, which the President
said would bo considered by the Board.

Mr. Lougley called attention again to
Mz, North's suggestion that as the Board
did not proposv to import horses this
yuar they might accomplish as much by
offering a premium of three or four hun-
dred dollars for the importation of a horse
by a private individuul, as if thuy im-
ported one at the expenss of the Pro-
vince.

Suveral sther suggestions of a practical
kind were mude.

The views expressed by nembers of
the Board and the explanations given,
appeared to be generally satisfuctury to
the committee.

The various suggestions of the com
mittes will be fully considered by the
Board to-morrow.

The joint meeting was & very satisfac-
tory one,  Both bodies had but one ob-
ject in view-—the advancement of our
agriculture— -their opinions as to the most
satisfactory mode of accomplishing this
were not diverse, and their harmony of
action is the best security that it will be
attuined,

————

Committee Room,
March, 23, 1876.

Tho Board resumed business thismorn-
ing.  Present—Colonel Laurie (Presi-
dent), Messrs. Matheson, Brown, Ross,
Starratt and tho Secretary. Mr. Long-
worth had been suddenly called away by
telegram on account of family sickness,

{u return received from the Arisaig So-
ciety was snbmitted, but not having been
furnished before the close of the year, and
being imperfect, the Snciety could not
participate in the grant for 1875.

The Agricultural Committee of the
House of Assembly joined the Board at
noon, viz : Donsld Archibald, Esq,
Chairman ; Avard Longley, Esq., Alex-
ander McKay, Esg., J. N. Mack, Esq,,
J. B. North, Bsy., Albert Gayton, Esq.

Mr. Archibald stated that the com-
mittee had examined the accounts of the
Board and were well satisfied with the pro-
ceedings of the past year, and, after care-
ful consideration, had agreed to recom-
mend the amouuts necessary for carrying

out the purposes of the Doand for the
present year,

A discussion ensued as to the propriety
of allowing socictics o use gindo bulls.
The President, Mr. McKay, Mr. Ross,
Mr. North, and Mr. Loungley severally
expressed their views, The general im-
pression was that wo hnd nob yeb arrived
at that stage of progress which wounld
cnable the Board to limit socictivs strictly
to full-pedigree animals, but that no ani-
mal should be used by any society unless
it had somo crosses of pure blood, and
hud, at least, one of its parents recorded
in the Register.

The President explained the natwre of
the 1 posed importation of stock, which,
he wnought, ought to be obtained in
England.

Mr. McKay thought the expense of
sending a deputation would be too great,
as they would have to stay there tome
time hefore they found out where and
how to purchase the best nnimals, Mr.
North thought if a good agent could be
got it would be the better way. Mnr
Longley would prefer if twenty or thisty
thousand dollurs weru at the Board's dis-
posal, to scud a person, but with so small
a sum as we have to deal with, the Bourd
ought to avail tkemselves of the Secre-
tary’s expevienee, acquired during his resi-
dence in England last summer, and rely
upon agents.  Economy and discretion
had been shown in the last importation,
and he hoped the Boanl world have re-
sults as satisfactory to show with the next.

Mr. Longley called the attentivn of the
Board to the importance of Local Exhibi-
tions,

The President explained that one reason
why Colchester had been selected for the
Provincial Ixhibition was that perinanent
buildings were offered.  In whatever
countics these should be erccted it would
be an inducement for local exhibitions in
future yenars.

After the Agricultural Committee retired
the Board made arrangement for future
work.

They meet at Oakfield to morrow (Fri-
day) morning, by invitation of the Pres.
ident, to examine his Herd of Devons

Tuesday, March 28th, 1876.

The Board met by adjournment this
morning and sat till evening, Colonel
Laurio presiding. The whole day was
spent in a final revision of the Prize List
of the Provincial Exhibition of Agricul- -
tural Industry to be held at Truro dung
the sccond week of October. Mr. Blair,
President of the Colchester Ixhibition
Connmittee, stated that he expected the
Prize List would be printed and ready
for circulation in the course of about ten
days.

Several applications from Societies for
recognition under the Act were deferred



