
T1'IE 1>REACHER'S POWER.

IT niay be thouglit imprudent on our part to discuss this subject, as We

arc stili inexperienced andi, as lieralds of the gospel, have biad but littie

practical proof of the statements wu are about to, make. ]3etter leave it for
mncl of experience who, have had a life-long service in the Christian rninistry.

There ir another point of view, however, froni which to discuss it. If as

preachers wu have flot practically discovered the secret of the power of a
iniinister of the gospl)e, we have as laymien ; and fromi that point of view we

prefer to consider it. WVhat preachers bave influenced us the rnost as we sat

lu the pew or carne iii contact with themi iii their pastoral work ? %Vhich of

themi have inade their power feit in our lives by winning us to the Saviour, or

by belping us to, live more Christlike? It was not always the highly educated

man who could overawe us with bis genlus and bis learning whio didi so. It

is true a preacher must have education to have power, and the more lie bas

of it the l;etter; but cducation alonc, or even a superabundance of native

genius, is flot that power. Nor dots it consist in bis talent as a p)ublic

speaker. I-ow frequently does the eloquent address of tbe orator fail of

producing any permanent effect ! No, the powver of education and Ille power

of eloquence are not iii thienîselves sufficient. The preacher inay have both of

these in a very hîigh degree and yet be a comparative failurc as a Christian

worker. Beintd ail these there must bc a life, the power of moral

character, "a maîî full of tic I-oly Ghost and of faith." WVhat does Paul

think about it ? He says to the Thessalonians : " For our gospel came not

unto you iii word only, but in pîower and ini the Holy Ghost, and in much

assurance ; as ye know what manner of ni we 'vere anong you for your

sake." The power of ministers then depends on the Ilmanner of nmen " they

arc among thieir people. It is the personality behind the sermon that

g-ives it effect, and flot mcercly its eloquence and learning. The niatter aind

the eloquence may be quite conimon-place, but if they are backced up by a

blarneless life, by an unselUish and beneficent individuality, the words of the

preacher go home to the licarts of thc people and produce the de-sircd resuit.


