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FARM AND HOME. -

{February 1

The Flower Garden and Window.
WORK FOR FEBRUARY.

This month {s a good time to sow
seeds of muny plants used for bedding
purposes, as it gives them ample time
to get large enough by lato May-—the
uaual time for planting out. A very
small space suffices to start them, which
is important to ati-having limited room,
As they become larger they need moro
room. Many of the winter flowering
plants are now past thelr best, or are
out of flower, and can give way to
thése new comers.

It it so happens that space cnough
cannot be found in the greenhouse,
there {s the hotbed and cold frame
(which can be cheaply constructed) that
during part of Murch and April is the
very place to flnish them in  bhefore
planting out in the girden. A few of
the flowers which can be grown readily
from secd thls way are the Margaret
carnation, excellent for outdoor work,
single and cactus dahliag, thegulllardlia,
dwar? lobclla, nasturtiums, pansies, i
sown at once, petunias, purple torenia,
and the one somectimes called white
wingse,

Since rust has become so  trouble-
sone, verk 'nas are better rafsed as
Jeedlings than “‘rom cuttings in the old
way. as they niay be got into (lower by
planting time. Select colors to gult the
plinting, although on the whole prob-
ably a mixcd bed {8 best, If the plants

ave raised trom sced. The Madagascar

Vincas arc excellest for this purpose,
For lines of color, take the Centaurea
candidissima. There i3 no bhetter sil-
very white I a formal llne {s wanted,
while C Clemeate! or C gymnocarpa s
just the thing for a feathery or less
formal plant. The good old yellow
feverfew {8 rafsed from sced as caslly
as a weed, and what is better for o
light yellow color for a border? The
coben is best for a quick grower. The
Japanese hop {s coarser but exceilent
for ocovering outbulldings, fences and
the like. The Mina lobato is 2 curious
free flowering viae. Even the passlon
vine may be raised from sced. The
thunbergia and maurandia are modest
growers, but always welcome to mix
with otaer plants for the vase and rase
tic baske:s.

Plaats In Windows will be getting
more and more flowers as the days
lengthen and morc sunshine and alr
can he given. Geranlums, azaleas
primroses, hellotropes and callas will
soon be particularly free bL'ramers
Plants with large shiny lcaves, such
as palms, india rubber trees, cte, may
get very dusty and wiil be helped by
sponging the leaves.  Where cuttings
maY be had, propagation may seon he.
Zin. It s particularly necessary in hot,
dry rooms to cover them with a panc
of glass t0 prevent viIUnR before new
root actlon begrins. (mce in Nlower, the
dlorsom will 1aat much lenger if kKept
Tather coal, in a room net generally
over 60 degreex. The larger the plant
and more Tubust itk grewth the more
water it wWill require, RBut a plant at
Test Or {n a large ot Wwill, accarding
to the amount «of fallage. need relntives
1y less water. SUil, i the dry alrof <
room all, exeept the cactus family and
similar plantx, which thrive with Uttle
molsture, nust he earcfully attended
10 ot they will peerish.

Make Your Own Plant Cuttings—
The cuttings of many «f the plants to
be used in the flawer garden shnuld be
roqted during I°¢h or Manh  Geranle
ums made Quring these months should
be covered with hloomr durlng the
summer mnnthe If are glven
PrOoper care. Other nlania that add
Zreatly o the heauty of the ganden and
which may bhe propaxated hv cuttings
are the ooleur, Irrxine, altermanthera
and centaura. There dlantr all root
;?_d_l_ly from cullings.—[W. . dloore,
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The Cezsus Officehas fortned a plan
for taking an c¢atly rensus of foricul-
ture by mall and tn publiah the Telumns
early. There are appreximately 10500
floristk In the 1° & The special ached-
ule asks {or the (153 acncaze devoled
10 floriculture and of each crop or vae
ity of plants and fiarwera; the total
ared i square feet under xlaxs and
the wrea of each crop nr varlety of
flowser or plant ralscd thereunder; the
aTMYIE-68 Deracds smployed and the

total wages pald to them: the amount
expended for catalogs, postage and
fertilizers respectively, and the gross
recelpts from the sales in each sub-
division of the business, Fligures only
will be used and published, and the et~
tire process and record of gathering in-
formation will be confldential.

Bulbs and Tuberous Rooted Plants
—Amateur Florist: I know of no book
treating on 8l kinds of bulbs and tu-
berous rooted plants,
tlons, propagation, etc, and profusely
illustrated, that covers the subject more
fully and accurately than the book of
the above title, by C. L. Allen. 1t s
sold by the Orange Judd company of
New York, price $1.60, prepald.

A Wild Garden, so-called, planted
from the mixed sced gent out by secds-
men for this purpose, I8 a delusfon and
i snarce. Most of the seeds are those
of worthlegs weeds and  grasses and
only from 5 to 10 per cent are of any
account whatever. Don't try it.

Brooders and Incubators, contain-
ing the lutest improvements, that work
to perfection, and have given a host
of I & i readers satlsfaction, are
made by the W, T. Falconer Mfg Co of
Jaunestonwn, N Y, sole manufacturers
of the new ¢ Von Culin tncubators.
Thelr plant is one of the largest and
best equipped in the country. Having
made & specialty in the manufacture of
these goods for several years, they have
establizshed a reputation sccond to none
for goods just as represented and for
square dealing. Our readers will find it
to their advantage to drop them a pos-
te. card for fllustrated catalog. kindly
mentian F & H when writing for it.

Dean Swift, in “Gulliver's Travels' sald
that—

I’ hoever could make Lo ears of
corn, or t:00 blades of grass, {o
Lrow upon a spol of ground
where only one grew before,
would deserve deltrr of man-

“t¢', and do moreessential ser-

] tice {0 Ais counlry fhan the

whole race of politscians put
logether.”

1f you intend to sow any scedsat all in
1900, Je8 Ua send You a calalogue of

“oSeeds that grow”

You wantthebest—that is BURPER'S.
| Send your nddress for a catalogue 10

W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., Philadelphia,
23480 0w thesecds of &

“Happy New Year.”
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FREE_SEEDS.

Prominent Publisher Wil Qive

Away Free to Each Subscriber
300 Varlcties of Beau-
tiful Flowers,

Do not Fall to Write at Once and
thus Beautify Your Home
Free of Cost.
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