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wissionary from J. apan. At oyr missionary
meetings we have sand maps ; g certain
dountry is shaped in sang i the rivers gape
'f:l?resented by blue yarn, and the seas ang

©8 by pieces of glass, ‘A lighted taper ig
placed “at each missionary station. In
this

way the children
missions,

In addition to the committees in our re-
port last summoer we have the birthday

committeo, This committee ig supposed to

find out the birthdays of the various mem-
bers, and special

prayer is offercd for each
member on his or her birthday. The prac-
tical committee are doing good work. Last
fall several of tle younger ones met every
Tuesday afternoon for the purpose of malk-
ing serap albums, which were distributed
among several poor children, They sue-
ceeded in making twenty-five, A]] our
members are endozwouring thus to cheer
and comfort those around them, and especi-
ally to lead them to Jesus.  We earnestly
Pray God that he will continue to prosper
Us in the future as he hag done in the past..
~ Wesleyan.

are interested in

oo
HALF-A-DOZEN SWITZERLANDS.

Mr! MicuakL Davirr, in his descrip-
tion of his journey through Canada, goes
into raptures over the scenery of Britigh
Columbia. He gives up in despair the at.
tempt to do justice to the Canadian Rock.
iesand British Columbia, These territories
ATe 80 very far away that but few travellers
have explored then) ; but those who have
agree that the whole vast region is one
series of scenic enchantments. My, Davitt,
therefore, is not exaggerating the natural
facts.  Englishmen have as yet thought
too little of Canada. We do not realize
what a vast and glorious region we possess
In the northern half of North America.
George 1., in his royal stupidity flung
away the United States, but Canada is left
to us, and should be taken care of. Some
day there will be a eraze for visiting the
wonderful western land of giant peaks of
everlasting snow, of glaciers, cataructs,
lakes, rivers, valleys and pine woods which
fascinate and amaze the traveller all the
way from Alberta to Vancouver., The
Canadian Pacifie Railway, when the time
comnies, will take throngs of visitors to the
Canadian wilds. And when a new outlet,
is wanted for multitudes of oup crowded
home Population, Canada will welcome
them. She can furnish fertile plains ag
vast as those of Russia, and glovious moun.
tain distriets big enough to make half.a-
dozen Switzerlands,
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THOMAS A, EDISON.

BY MARY LOUISA BUTtER.

Just the very name of Edison suggests
electricity. Instead of M, Edison, how-
ever, sometimes people call him ¢ the wiz-
ard,” “‘because he has made electricity do
what would have heen called magic in olden
times.” He has already recorded four hun-
dred patents under our government, and
even now he may hive some other new in-
vention on its way to the patent office.

As he is only forty-four years old, and
always hard at work, it is im possible to even
imagine what hig busy brain will produce in
these coming years. A a boy Thomas
Edison was poor, and began very young to,
earn his own living ; and, except his two
months at school, never had any teacher
but his mother. When twelve years old he
had read carefully the Penny Cyclopwdia,

_ History of the Reformation, History of

England, Decline and Fal] Rom,
Empire, besides a number of scientifie
works. He had mauy ups and downs in
money matters, but nothing' seemed to dis-
courage him. * The followmg story is a
characteristic illustration of his enterprise.
When only a lad he travelled as newshoy
on the Grand Trunk Railway, <« The day
after the battle of Pittsburgh_ Lan@mg, the
papers came out in the morning with great
headlines announcing that three thousand
men had been wounded and killed. The
bright newsboy bought one thousand papers
wstead of the usual one hundred and fifty.
He telegraplied ahead hulletins annouqcmg
the battle, which were posted at the stations,
As the train approached, crowds were
gathered, and at stations where two papers
were usually sold forty were sold at double
price.”

Soon after this he learned (;e.]qgmphy,
but as operator never held a position very

of the Roman

long, for his rapidly increasing knowledge
and many experiments were a constant

i All Lis spare
in experiments he was

s and at one time was 8o
reduced that on 5 winter trip to Memphis

18 only couat was g linen Quster. ut,
clothes or ne clothes the ex
tinued, unti] Edi i
nent success, Probably none of his inven-
tions will ever Surpass the phonograph in its
great benefitg tq mankind. Tt Lag already
been adopted by Dy Rosenthal for teaching
the eisterschaft g stem of languages, and
18 now used by 100 than 500,000 Qtudents
in Latm,Greek, and elcvenliving langnages.
The lessons are recorded hy trained teach-
ers, and can he repeated to the student an
many hundred tines g he likes withous the
machine’s gyor losing temper over the stu-
pidity of jtg pupil.
nd now, at the suggestion of a teacher
of the blind, Mr. Kdison is condiicting ox.
periments to reduce the size of the phonoe-
graph’s cylinder and Increase its cap:
80 that it may be used for instructin
lind. '
With the increased capacity which My,
ison is positive of gaining, entire books
be read into the phonograph, and.the
blind will be 16 longer dependent on raised
etters or paid readers for instruction.
Thomas Edison may well be calleq one of
the greatest mep of our age ; hut every hoy
of to-day should remember thuyt hig great.-
hess comes not, alone from natural talent,
but from added Industry ang Perseverance

In making the most of the powers Gog has
given him.
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"A LAND OF quEEg CUSTOMS.
ALL things are reversed in Hollang, The
Al entrance to the finegt, public building
in the country, The Palice, op late town
hall, of Amsterdam, is its hack door, Bash.-
ful maidens hire beaux to cscort them to
the Kermis, o fair, on festival days,
Timid citizens are seared in the dead of
night by their own watchmen, who, at
every quarter of ayn hour, make 8uch a noise
with their wooden clappers one would sup-
pose the town to b on fire, You will see
sleds used in the suniyer there, They go
].)unlpillg over the hare (:nhl»]csiunus, while
the driver Lholds 4 dripping oil rag in ad-
vance of the runmers Lo lessen the friction.
You will sce streets of water ; and the
country roads paved as nicely as Broad way.
You will see vessels hitched, like horses, to
their ownery’ door-posts s and whole rows
of square, peakeq houses leaning over the
street, ag if they were gotting ready to
tumble. Instead of solemmn striking clocks,
you will hear chuych chimes playing
snatehes of operatic ajys every quarter of an
hour, by way of marking the time, You
will see looking-glasses hanging outside of
the dwellings ; and pPincushiong displayed
on the street doors, The first aye called
spionuen (or splonretion) and are so ar-
ranged outside the windows that persons
sittting inside can, without being seen,
enjoy a reflection of al) that is going on in
the street. They can learn tog what visi-
tor may be coming, and watch him rubbing
his soles to a polish before entering. The
pincushion means that 4 new baby has ap-
peared in the household. 1f white or blue,
the new-comer is o girl ; if red, it is a
little Dutchinan. Some of these signals are

very showy affairs ; some are not cushions
at all, but merel

¥ shingles trimmed with

ribbon or lace : and, among the poorest

class it is not uncommon to see merely a

white or red string tied to the door-latch—

fit token of the wmeagre life the poor little
stranger is destined to lead.

Sometimes, instead of either

pincushion
or shingle, you will gee a large placard
hung outside of the front door. Then you

may know that somebody in the
ill, and his or her present conditi
scribed on the placard for the benefit of
inquiring friends 3 and sometimes, when
such a placard has been taken down, you
may meet a grim-looking man on the street
dressed in black tights, a short cloak, and
high hat from which & long, black streamer
iIs flying. This is the Aanspreker, going
from house to house to tel] certain persons
that their friend is de.ad._ He abte;l(_la to
funerals, and bears inv1tatu_)ns to all friends
whese presence may be de_su‘erl. A shrange,
weird-looking fizure he is; ".““] he wears
a peculinr, professional cast of countenance
that is anything but comforting.
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Ir was the fourth May tzﬁxce, 3’1‘;‘&*\
tanhope received his sen foot t© S
mountain was flushed from o
with the laurel hloom. n
Oh, what a world of.bloomh’;d o
this from which the p'msonehre stoot 12&”5
The wife thought of it as 8 s wj.k o
garden of her little home, vivi pln,,;v
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of Letitia was always a festivity:
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. ercy,
as tall ag Mercy, and fair @:hD{be
been in her girlhood, but w1 Al
ope resoluteness in lier facei.ng bo¥-’s
stood there the two were Plalmboyﬁ M
week that school closed the g5
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was to be away for three day

n, AP g
up some morning bringing to thel:)} pes
light cart, the wall-paper, 8 canof i
and three or four store'boxels ack 'x
sizes. He would take Sa‘m“end WhepM‘
him to stay for three days, & 1d be ¥
two boys returned there wou oE
renovated room as g surprise. ce 10

“Samuel will not get a chen ar,”
aVay to Uncle Barum’s this ye im
Mercy. “Do you know, Letltl“;n ﬂi‘(ﬁz
than half thought Uncle Baru‘s“ ;
come here after that visit, He " nds ¥s
to Samuel, I wish I could be frle/b’tw
him again, he wag very good to merly'
than I realized. [ repaid him pooﬁe ,usﬁ
is getting to be an old man now. ‘

.

e lonely,”

““1almost think,” said Letitia, osntd
Barum hag visited our sehool. He &
an old man to vigjg us one day.

not say anything, nd £
and looked abouyt, The next time TH®
I think the teacher called him Ml"lw
and then it seemeq to me that he . gt 8
as Samuel described Unecle Bu.ruﬂll "y e

very big man, red-faced and wrink 4 bush?
gray hair over hig coat-collar, and © i
white eyebrows.” !

“TIt ‘rnust have been Uncle Ba,rlﬁ‘; did
wonder what he was there for.
not speak to you, Letitia 7" b

*“No, nor even look at me. Bu Y
the girlg, Madge Terhune, is a kind ©!
tive of Uncle Barum, I think.” , htet-

“That must be Sacy Terhune'’s dauDgo yov
Sacy is a cousin of Unecle Barum.
know Madge ?”

*“No, she don’t go with me.
the girls don’t, most of them do, anen
the rest it does not make any differ t
Some of them don’t see me on .accoélnra's,
my working for my board at Friend 52 ¥o
and on account of father. But never
mind that, mother, T don’t.” . o

Mercy sighed. The father, it se 5L,
must drag down his children in his this
despite their best efforts. Great “:1 the
responsibility of fpar%nts, close indee
solidarity of the family. . i0e

¢ Mot{ler, what is t%;at g?und like a vOIC

at 1 hear now and then ?”

th‘f‘ That is Samuel on the knoll b&c.]z,;’f
the barn. 'The child has been reci lil

Pieces in school this year, and is qmt(]alv:;he
about it. He practises his pieces a. nts
time, and Achilles saly: }zillglsti)t mv]c-iasb

3 g 1 b .

Speeelfhf;(:l;irl)ll:: C;lc:‘lllgh him st:mding. on a
“;e e in the upper pasture, preaching to
iﬁn Canfield’s sheep. There were gome
thi;‘by sheep and lambs, and the sound of
the child’s voice had brought them ‘all
together about him, and they were gazing
at him while he preachod ang gesticulated.
Achilles said it was » funny sieht, He
told Achilles that he was having church an

the sheep were his conaregation,” .

Presently Achilles tate home from his
work ab My, Gardiners, and then S:nnl}e.;
rrming from helyind the barn, spie.d Letit?
and cane forward, shouting’ with joy.

but he sat and iil'e‘ mo,

one of
rel#

of
Sorg" for

ce-




