PLEASANT BEOURS,

SEEKING A SAVIOUR.

BY TRESSA R, ARNOLD.

Jaxrs and Arthur had been friinds all
their lives. They wont to schonl 4 other
and had always shared in each othors oo
and sorrows. They had often talhud to
gethor of their plans for the future, of
what thoy meant to do when gruwa up.
They had promused to help each other and
i they woro over separsted they wore to
remomber cach other forever As thoy

w older and began to sec the real of

s they saw thero would bo many difli-
oulties to overcome and that they could
ot socomplish what thoy desired withuut
great offort.  Thoy saw thoy would need
much courage and wisdum. About this
time Jamss lut:tcndgd la x:lccting Ilel}d. for

n ¢, ah 1A many things
%hmgd him to see tho only way to
real success. God's Spirit began to move
his heart; to show him his need of a
Saviour, a counsulior, and leadir  As the
trus light continued to shine James yield-
od to ite direction. He humbly prayed
for forgiveness of sins and for a new heart.
Very soon ho recoived pardon and peaco
and was made very happy in a Saviour’s
love. Then it was he felt safe and ready
for the oonflicis of lifo. He knew that
vory svun it would be nocossary for Bt
provide for himself so he cotsecrat. 1 Lis
wholo life to God, bolioving that hu w.uld
be directed in the right way. As soon as
James ontorod into his new life he felt very
anxious for Arthur to enjoy the same, so
ho sought bim in his home. Arthur, in
the meantime had been reading tho ox-
porience of some boys, who were ruiuark-
able for their picty, and who wero successful
in their undertakings becauso the Lord was
their leader, aud ho had been praying for
a numbeor of days that he might becomeo a
Christian.  On hearing this, James sug-
gested that they goaway and pray together.
And like tho boys in our picturo they
earnestly e ed in prayer. The result
was An.{uma the Sasivur and rejuived
in his new life. No one whu givws Lis
beart to God in youth will ever regret it
Wa will have poaco and true happiness nd
all the ggod things the Lord gives his chil-
dren. Ob, that every child would hasten
%o give bis heart to Jesus and live fur Lim.

2L goexLxMAN, in speaking of the nced
of tam ce literaturo bewng widely cir
oulated, says . **Idolhivered o temperance
Jecturs latoiy in & towh s which, withina
few yoars, forty-thrco young men have
oce to matunty. Ono is an abstainer,

twe drniak ‘moderstely,” snd forly are
Avenkards.”

A NORTHERN BOY
IN CALIFORNIA.

DY MUR, AL RENTON,

“Wiar do yan want
here, boy 1”7 said the
keeper of n disreputablo
sgaloon i Kan Franeisco,
to a bright-faced  Iad,
with a bundle suspended
upon a stick that was
thrown across his sturdy
youny shoulders.

“Why d ) youcomein
heroe and stare about
without asking for any-
thing to drink ("

[ am nnt thirsty, sir
I camo m to seo if per-
chan. e wy fathor mght
be here.”

‘1o is not thiraty!"
laughed ono of the men.
“As if people drank
brandy only when they
wero thirsty. Hal hal”

**Who 1 yorr father,
hoy 1"

**John Hopper, if you
please, sir

“Why did veu think
he was hope 27

* Reeanse he mast be
sor s where in Cqlifornia,
sir; and I nm lookmng
ciery where for hum.
And,” sud the child,
hesatatingly, * fathor
never was a temperaice
wan, oven at home, so 1
thought 1 might find
him in a saloon.”

““ Whero is your home, boy ?2”

“In Massachusetts, if you pleaso, sir,
and w ther is dead, now, and I have no
home and no one left in the world but
father, and mothier said, alinost tho last
thing, that T had bettor come to Califorma
and find father, and try to help him to be
a guud man, su that wo all may meet in
hueiin we have not beer together much
here on earth. Father went away, you
see, when I was only two years old."”

“Ilow are you going to know him?"
asked a queer-looking, weazened littlo man,

.sitting at the table, with s glass in his

hand.

‘I dun't knuw, sir ; only my mother has
described him to me so often, and we have
a picture of him, and I am praying so hard
that I may find him, that 1 am sure I can-
not make s mistake.”

‘Do you look like your father, child?”
asked a man in a black suit, who sat upon
a three-legged stoul, lean:ng his elbuws
upon the tuble.

““No, sir,
mother—-""

‘*So you are my boy, so you are!”
interrupted the man, springing to his feet.
“Don't you see that I am your father! I
know that you are my little Harry Stead-
man Hoppor, and I have your picture and
your mother's picture mn my pocket.”
And the man produced them to prove his
identity to his companions, who wero all
upon their fect protesting that the lad was
honest, and that he should not be fooled Ly
anybody.

“Ho is not fooling,” said the boy ; *“he
must bo my fathor ; there can be no doubt
about it, and I am thankful.” And drop-
png on his knees, ho uttered a sobbing
prayer of thanksgiving.

Tho men were all deeply touched, as
they gravely shook hands with the father
and son.

““It's a rich man that you are now,” said
the woakened Irishman.

**Aud tho lad will help you to bo a
Chnstian,” said the ranchmnan, removing
his bruad bnnmmed hat. My mother was
a Christian, but there has never been a
chanco for mo.”

' Thero is a chanco for every ono of
i«;:. " said the boy, eagerly. 1 know,

ause you all have so much kindness
stowed away in your hearts, and were so
quick to piotoct me when you thought X
needed friends. If you let that kindoess
show toward overy one, for Jesus' sako,
yvua wil be Chnstians all of you. Don't
you sco how easy it is1”

¢ I've heard heaps of sormons, but this is
the best one I ever listened to. I am going
te {1y to live up to it," said the ranchman,

I am the picture of my

4¢And g0 am It" “And T!" ochoed
all tho men.

** And Haery shall read the Biblo for us
and pray fur us and teach us,” said his
father.  So that was the way that one use
ful, successful smessionary {'ug.m lus Lifo

work.

LESSON NOTES.
FOURH QUARTER.

STUDLIrs 1N THE BOUR OF ACTS,

A.D. 48,471 LESSON IX. [Nov. 27.
TBE AVUSTLES TUKRNINGU Tu THE UENTILES,
Actald 4452, 14 17.) [Mem verses, 46 48

GoLpkN TexT.

1 have set theo tu be a hight of the Gentiles
—Acts 13, 47.

CxxtiaL TrutH.

Even while enemies opposo and slander,
believers are full of courage and joy, gruce
and blessing,

Hetrs OVER HARD PracEs.

Blaspheminy  Speaking abusively , radling
at the apustles, They told falsc storica abwut
them. ~ Wazed —Grew.  Bold - It reyuired
rrent boldness to leave their friends, the
3ows. and to teach the unpopular doctrine
they did. Judye yourselves unworthy— Their
actions declared it. God did not thrust them
out of the kingdom, but they thrust them
selves out. 7The Lord commanded us The
words following are found in Isa. 49. 16; so
directly to Paul, Acts 9. 15; and to Peter,
Acts 11. 16-18. Coasts—i.c., Borders. Shook
of, ete.—Sce Matt, 10. 14. Jcomum—Now
Koniel, a city of Lycaonia, sixty miles south
of Antioch of Pisidia. It now has twenty or
thirty thousand inhabitants. So spake—
\Vith such zeal, truth, love, and power of the
Holy Spirit.  Greeks - Devout persuns, who
worshipped God with the Jows. Gentiles—
The heathen. Lord . . . gave testimony—
He bore witness that their teacbings were
divine, by doing wonders that only God could
do.  An assault —They attempted, but did
not succeed. Lystra—A city fortfr miles
south of Iconium. Derbe—Twenty miles from
Lystra. Bothin Lycaoma, of Asia Minor.

Find in this lesson—

1. For whom the Gospel was sent.

2. The two effects that followed.

3. Tho blessings that came upon those who
believed.

4. ‘The avildone by those who would not be-
lieve.

Rxview Exercise.

1. How did many of the Jcws treat the
Gospel® ** They rejected it, jud§in$ them-
selves unworthy of cternal life.” £. To whom
did the apostles then turn? “To the Gen-
tiles, for salvation was for all.” 3 What did
the Jews do? * They drove Paul and Barna-
bas out of thecity.” 4. What did the Gos-

1 do for thoss who believed? ** They were

Hed with joy and with the Holy Ghost.”
5. Where did Paul go when driven from
Anttoch? “‘To Iconium, the chief city of
Lycaonia.” 6. How was he helped here?
By the opposition of men, and signs and
wonders frorm God.” *

«  Catecuisy QUESTION.

Repeat V., VL, and VIL of the Ten
Commandments.

V. Honour thy father and thy mother, that
thy days may be long npon tho land which
the Lord thy God giveth thee.

VI. Thou shalt not kill.

VII. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

SEVENTY YEARS AGO.

I~ tho memoirs of the veteran litterateur,
S. C. Hall, recently published, the early
chapters are devoted to sketches of the
"*goud old times™ in England as he knoew
them in his youth. The tinder box and
tho tallow candle were houschold gods;
oxtinguishers for tho use of the link-boys
who lighted pedestrians homo at night were
fastened to the houso railings; the oil
lamps in the streot only made tho darkness
visible, and such men as Scott were making

ublic specches against gas-lighting. The
ung's licges travelled in  mail-coach
under tho protection of armed guards, an
a of four miles an hour was not con-
sidered slow. Envclopes were not. Pos-

tage cost anywhere from a shilling to half &

e L.

—

crown, but then overy one begged f,
or smuggled his lotters by carriers
frionds. Newspapers cost suvenpence
but there was not much profit on them oy,
at that price, sinco tho tax on every pa
was fuurpence, with no deduction for copj
unsold or roturned, and tho duty on adve
tisements was threo shillings and six
each, The ounly use known for Indi py
bor was the orasure of pencil marks;
ono had yut been so visionary a8 to adverty
ico for sale; clections were literall “foughy
out" by bands of hired roughs ; slavery hag
but recontly boen abolished ; prize-fighti
was a national institution, and dog-fighting
cock-fighting and bull-baitinf wore not
illegal pastimes. Passing Old Baileyin 1510
young Hall saw sixteen men and 8 womap
hanging on the samo gallows, and nowonder,
for thore were two hundred and twenty.
threo capital offences on the smuw}mi,
and somo ninoty culprits woro hanged an.
nuslly, some in chains to feed the crow
and festerslowlyaway. The pillory and the
stocks wero still in voguo ; vagrant men ay
women were whipped ** through the town*
at the cart’s tail, and the ducking stool for
scolds had not gone out of fashion. Delitors
rotted in prison, while criminals could by
every ! -xury excopt liberty. Mon of
ranks swore, even 1n the presence of ladics,
and intemperance was scarcoly less prova.
lent than profanity. Smuggling was car.
ried on on a gigantic scale, and gentlemen
of rank and station thought it no degrads-
tion, much less a crime, to engage in it
The hatred of France was at its worst, an{
Mr. Hall's earliest lesson from his fathe
was, ** Boa good boy; love your mother
and hate the French.” Mr. Hall's brother
was an officor in his father’s regiinent, wore
the uniform and drew pay at eight, no dis-
credit attaching to such an appointment,
which was ono of the colonel’s perquisites,
and the familiar storyof the major ¢‘grectin’
for his parmitch in the nursery” is cappsd
by.one of a baby commissioned before its
birth, and as it turned out a girl, givena
boy's name to save the appointment. The
press-gang roamed the strcets at night,
often under the command of boy midship-
men, to steal men for the navy, or even
rnided hamlets remote from the shore
Privatoers swarmed the seas on enterprises
not materially differing from piracy. Alto-
gether, the civilization of the first quarter
of tho century left much to be desired.

175,000 Readers

of Preasanr Hooms looking eagerly
forward to Christmas, wondering what
Santa Claus may bring to them, and
thinking how they may contrive some
gift to bring gladness to their friend

175,000 Beaders

of Preasant Houss, if they but watd
this corner of tho paper, will find &
. each future issuo lists of temptisg
Booklots, Christmas Cards, and Gifi
Books — just sauch as Santa Claw

delights to carry.

17,000 Readers

of Preasaxr Hours will straightws]
begin to save their pennics, and in &
timo send to us for their supplies.
thess beautiful Christnas gifts. -
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