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In the history of the world, nothing is
more wonderful than the change of Cliris-
uanity into Popery.  Nothinyg can be more
dissimilar to the mld religion of heaven
than the intolecant and absurd euperstition
which has asaumed the name and place of
Christianity, in countries where true reh.
gion once flourished.  Each departure from
the truth was gradual; those who were
removing from the doctriacs of the Bible
aud adhering to the traditions of men ha
little conception how far the stream of cor-
ruption, to which they were yielding, would
at length, carry them away.

No doubt the doctrines of Christianity
are retained by the Rowmish church, as the
Bible itself is retained, but both are con.
sidered too spinitual and clevated for daily
and gencral use, and the saints take the
place of the Saviour, and vain legeuds
usurp the authority of the Scriptures, and
idolatrous and absurd sacrifices conceal
from the view the one great sacnfice which
has abolished sin and death toall believers
Of all the artifices of the father of lies for
the destruction of the human race, Popery
is the most daungerous and successful,
which effectually destrovs the essence of
Christianity, while it preserves the name,
and deludes its votaries with a pretence of
trusting in the Saviour, while it is causing
them to bow down to dumb idols whichcan
aeither profit nor save.
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the globe doca not greatly exceed one-third
part of the whale superficics. Tho habi.
able space is much leas than this quantity.
Immeasurable deductions are requisite for
regions buned in polar snow, and for burn.-
g deserts consigued todesolation by naked
rock, by moving sands, by iremediable
drought, or by saling impregnations.  Let
1t not be imagmed, that [ would unply that
ithe intermmable tracte, thus condemned to
{lonely barrenness, have not their appro-
priate office of usefulness in the Divine
aconowmy of nature.  On a globe designed
{ for the dwelling.place of man, such in cha.
racter and condition as he now is, they are
tassuredly wise, benignant, and immedi.
yately or ultimately beneficial appointments.
{ But I think that they arc not appointments
which wo should anticipate, in representing
to oursolves the probable state of tho world.
tthe nhabitants of which were continuing
{in the complete enjovinent of the favour of
ja Gracious God. Had we been at )ibeny'
to suppose a Garden of Eden expanded into
an abode for the united ymllions and huy.!
dreds of millions of such a races had we
been desired to picture toourselves an earth
prepared for their residence, according to
the modelof a golden age; an age of which
Virgil, alluding to its hypothetical revival,
thus expresses the prevalent idea—
¢ Omsis feret omais tellus*
our imagination would not have inter-
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whomn it attaches have offended thewr| mdseations that man e in & stats of trads.

Creator. Existence bestowed might bo in.
tended by the donor tu be but temporary.
And happy existenco, evon for a hmuted

}

ression, and has lost the onginal avour of
s Crostors [t may be alloged, that the
reasoniog, il vahid, would equally apply to

duration, would be a gratuitous gift, to be; tho anunal world , that if the dertruction of

enjoyed and acknowledged with thankful..tnen
ness by percipient ntelhgences.  Move. jawe
rolonged after| race to be transgreasory, and under a penal

over, cxistence might be

the flanes of the volcano, or by the
the earthqgiake, froves the human

d

spersed itnmense and insupportable va-;

death , and the stroke wh\c‘n rocmed to in. tdispensatioq, the sccompaying destruction
volve the anmMilation of the indsvidualjof amsmals by the same eatastrophe must
wight be the instrument of his removaljestablish the same mference roapocting
into another scene, and a more exalted|them also; and that the absunhity and the
wodification of life. DBut death, sudden, jiupossibility of the latter nferynce oviie
wulely-spreading, supervening n an un.jthe futity of the former. In no degrer,
knawn and a hartid forin, bears the aspect.) For ammale aroincapavie of mora! :gen?;
not of a placid dismussion from existenco ;jand, consequently, are not placed under
not of a gracious transp'sntation into ano-jworal responuitality.  ‘There is an end,
ther and © nobler provinee of the umiversalitherefore, to all plean of analogy between
empire of the Alimghty ; but of the execu-¢the twu cases. Why, then, resumes tho
tion of judscial sentence upon a race ofyobjector, were the anuuale consumned o
transgressors.  When the dieciples of our|cngulfed ! They suffored an belongiug toa
Saviour showed themselvos disposed tojworld in the present system of whose
infer that the eighteen on whon the tower ; Mimstration suffering s au iwgredient ; and
m Siloam fell and the Galileans whono |under the general effect of tho lawa which
blood Pilate had mingled with thewr sacri.jproduced the perticular eruption or the
ficen, must have heen mmners abovo the rest Particular carthquake. Thoy suflired, as
of thewr countrymen ; the feeling,though in, under human g,m't-mmenu wdividuals aro
its applicatinn unauthorised and erroncous, | frequently involved in the paruaipation of &
was in ita prnesple natural and reasona.(iational calamity, to the introduction of
ble. It dud not become the diseiples to 1. | Which they had not knowingly conttibuted ;
atitute ueedless and fruitlesa comparwons{of lose thew lives and thaur property by a
between the supposed guilt of the deadand, conflagration, which broke forth without
of the hving. The catastrophe which hadjthewr {ault or theiwr consciotsncss in tho
taken place did rot of nocessity imply thatjhoure of a negnbour. Human govern.

cuities of torrid wastes and perpetual, the dead had been more sinful than thair

monts, it may perhaps be rephad, have not

frost.”

Bopery is Paganism, under a thin dis.,  The first Jf these collateral arguments:
guiee of Christianity, and, accordingly, 18 drawn jrom volcanoes, of which the au.y
all things it is bul' a gross and malerial 1™ cnumerates several, adverting to thes
counterfeit of true and spiritual religion. ,: Winense destruction caused by those stlly
‘The Church of Christ is ever one and the,in Cxistence or occasional operalion, andy
same, and Popery ahns at the same iden-.b." those whose craters have ccasnd_ to burn.
tity and universality ; but, instead of the,” In Europe are found FEtna, Vesuvise,

true church, which is a spiritual body with, Hecla, Strombul, Vulcano, Lipani; andy

countrvmen in general, or than the very
disciples.  But itdid at least iniply thatthe
dead Melonged to a race lymgz under the
ponal'y of sin. ¥f men had not furfested by
departire from fiolineas the pnimesal £z vour
of a Gd of Love, the eighteen would not
have been overwhelmed by the falhing

:"“‘ ~r, nor would the blood of the sacrificing ybrute croatiwn. sho
Gal ‘rane have flowed 1n a blended siream | &

with *hat of the victims.”

Christ for its head, Popery is but a putri- Calmo, in the Egean Sea, with nany other |

fying and noisomne carcass——a collection of
ugregenerate mcen, the doers of every evil
work with those who leve and those who
ake a lie, with the Pope, not the Saviour,
for their head. \Whoeier belicves in the
Saviour is infallible, in the best sense s all
things arc working together for goot to
huns he shall be led by the Spirit, in due
time, imo all useful truth, and delivered
from every hurtful error. Popery has its
infallibility, but this infallibility consists in
being infallibly wrong; even, when con.

vinced of its errors, it cannot change them,,

having madeawrong step it cannot recede.
Thus, while religion is the guide of the
believer into all truth, Popery, by its as.
sumption of infalkibility, is the leaderof the
cradulous into inextricable error—James
Douglas, Esg.

TESTINONY OF NATCURAL THEOLOGY TO
CHRISTIANITY.
~No. ut.

From Geology, Geography, Tradition
and Mircralogy, in the first four chapters,
Mr. Gisborne passes, in the fifth, to the
consideration of *“certain other circum.
stances coanceted with the surface of the
carth.” The nature and bearing of these
circumstauces arc thus explained :—

“When, inthe discussion of any large|

i tapic of enquiry, some leading truths have

been established by adequate and direct

arguments 3 it frejuently happens, that
collateral facts and observations, which
present themscelves, so harmonize with those
truthe, that tadistegard the indirect atd
amlegical support thus offered would not
onlyeic unwise, but would be groesly to
fail in duing justicoto the subject. Onthis
principle, I proceed to the consideraunn of
eome additional phenomesna io the imaterial
world, which cotrespond with the conclu.
irng already ahown to be attamabie by

voleanic islands” In Asia, one *in the; Fr o volcanoes, the author passcs to
U'ralic chain, between the Volga and the,
Oby;” twenty in Kamtschatka; onc sy, ©%' D s ocerried, and caused the mist;
lar; some in Japan, the Ladrone ,s];u,d,,‘a.“:ul de~ ruction of cities, towtns, and,
the Philippino istands, and the Moluccas;  vilazes aud, above all, of human Bfc:—.
in Java, a2 range of volcanic mouniung,{ “Thik of the tremendoua destruction!
stretebing through the whole lenglzth of thejwhich has been 2o frequently wwronght by
islands; with several bemdes. In Alnca,iearthquakess and apply the considerations
at the mouth of the Red Sea, Bruce saw|which have been stated. To permit our
two volcamc izlands ; there 1s, also, a vol-{nnaginat-ons to suppose that the thousands
canic mountain n the sle of Bourbon:{and the tens of thousands who have been
others have been observed n the 1sle of jengnlnhed by carthquakes were sinners,!
Amsterdam, n the Cape ds Verd xslands.‘co]lv-r‘mlv or_individually, above others,
the Azores and Canaries; “and pre-cun-{or ab  « ourselves, would be unpious pre-
neatly ‘Tenenfie, by whose violence, mjsumption  But to beho'd in such fearful’
1701, whole towns were destroyed.”  Inivis *a-'ons evidences of the anger of God,
Amcrica, several, both in the northernand -4 of the penal intlictions of Iis hand up-
southern diwvisions. The application cf;on a world of transgreesors; to brhold in
these facts and their attendant circum.:these vicitations auxiliary testimony that

carshquakes, which have eo often andy

the power, neither in publie troubles, nur
i Jocal distresies, of effecting discrimina.
tiwnis and exompisuns. but the Degy has
the power. Do you then contend, thata
eystemn cuwprelicadug & frequoncy of e
raculuus intorpusiions un the part of the
,Deay should take place on bebmll of the
uid take place too,
Inle 0o such aaterpositiun 13 employed on
behalf of the huinan race to dwcrinupate
between the muee and the less guilty of
men?  \Wah equal rcason sught you rs.
quire that the brate creation shall tn no
instance sufler 1 oonnection with man;
that a miracle should always precorve a
horse from being wouanded in battle, and an
ox from being {amed at the plough. Your
reasoning, howeover, the objoctor arswers,
leaves the Deity open to the mputation of
unkindnras, am{ evea of 1njustice, tewards
the 2mmale, lus creatures. No.  God can
compensate for any suffensg.  *Then
ammaals are to hvo in a2 future state of
custence.”  Annferenvo altoguther unne.
cessary. God can inany cuse giva com.
pensation, supersbundant  compeiustion,
antecrdently to the suflering which & 1w to
counterbalance. Wil you taka ypon your.
sclf to affirm that an anunal, whose sal.
ferings  you aro conlomplating, may not
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atural Theology, and streagthen them by
zm.,muaée; e e . J . ‘ A
. I beliaye, that, op the Jargest computasivalaanh e s Cadandl rianm i 4 3720

sances is thus made by the Author:—

“From diferent parts of the world ex-
amples might be accumulated almost with.
out Jint. in the materials of which such
regions are composed, we read the records)
of enrrow and destruction: records not ob.
Iterated by the verdure, and the flowers,
and the fruits, and the flocks and the herds,
with which the now quiescent vanlts may
beoverspread.  Though Einaand Tomboro
should rage no more, the agrregate of their
former havoc will be unchanged. The
fields of Avsterhtz and of Watetloo may be
smiling with gramn . but the carnage with
which they were reddcaed 13 not dimi.
nished.

«Earthquakes, which on some occasions
are manifesily connccted with voleanic
fires, may oriminate, on others, from inde.
pendent causes. From whitever source
they oniginate, xhcg ero visitations which,
though Jully accordant with the condiﬁon]
of a world lying under the penalty of trans-]
gression, would not be, we might Rmpmej
Tet Joose ‘upon & race of beiugs inndcent)
and completely. retaizjog the f;v?.uzo( their
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" +1 am aware of orly one
might mmfw{um’u&  for ¢ 3

Jihe cxisting world is a world of transgres.

8 wg; is natural, 1s conrislent with reason,
18 2 )0st conclusion of Natural Theology.
Nay, so planly is the conclusion rational,
that 10 the volume of Revelation itself, 2nd
when carthquakes formed, as now, a part
of the ordinary dispensations of Providence,

!

already have cujpycd in the course of jw
exislence a wase of satifactios mwore than
equivalent to the aggregate of we pain
which it has hitherto endured, and of that
which may yot await it? A posthorseis a
familiar mnstance of smmal wietohednom.
You survey, in its seasony of presedro, 15

the arzument, as addressed to natural roa- 1osls and sty stripos uuder tho unpaticnoe of

son, 1s most awfully apphied and llustrated
in the turaculous judzinent upon Korah
and his associates in rebellion,  ¢If thess
men die the common death of all mea, or
if they be visited after the visstation of al)
men: then the lLord hath not seat me.
But «f the Inrd make a nese tming, and the
carth open her mouth and swallow them up,
with afl that apportan to them, and they go
down quick into the pit: then ye shell un-
dersiand thot these men have provoked the
Lord’ 'The voice of the carthquake pro-
claims to tho pupil of Natural Theology s
* Mian kas provoked the lord ™

“The reasoning, founded upon and follow.
ing thestatement of facts, s as follows :—

a cruel dnver, and the, perhans, oqually
or wore cruel traveller. But forget not,
that 1t does not find the whole yoar a gene-
1} elerlion,  Forget not that, in s mont
distresring per-ds, it has ner-ossarnly some
allomating gratifications a2 ordinary food
and repore.  Yorgot not that il has al jeas
busy seasons, i1ts Jonger intervals of gontls
cmployment, or of pontive {reodom fromn
labour. Fourget not that daring savers)
continucd yeans from its bisth it koew not
the Jaahh or the burden: and enjoyed,
aeerly without saterrupuon, the cowforts
and the inoss allotiod to itsaphicroand
Hea wd S bomipry of GO topar

¢ the benigmity of towarde
one of 11is Eroatures, this fast Mm‘g
requisite’s that tha being of that eresture,
whenever or T :

or T’ whatever minner. termsio.



