
Mr. W. Sullivan enliverîed tie pro-
ceedings by a viîotin solo wvitli pianio
accompan iment. Then the evenitnglrs
programme xvas brouglit to a close iby
the address of the Very Rev. Rector.
O0ving to illiiess lie ivas obligeci to
read his rernarks, wvhiclb were as fol-
lowvs

'Vour Gae
Reverenid Fatliers

aird Gentlemen

It afforcls nie inncl pîcasure to address von
brîefly on the prescrit occasion-tre féast of
St. Thormas, the gloriotis patron of insti-
tintions of learnirrg; and it is especially
,gratifyîng to rue to do s0 thIs everîing îw'len
thi. distiignîslicd horior of nierîibcr.slip iii the
Roman Academy i being conferred on an
Oblate Father, onie of tue Professors of tlîis
Unîiversity. - Most of you are already aware
iliat tic Rorian Acadenîy of St. Thîomias
wvas fourîded by Our Holy Father, Leo XIII,
for tIre express purpose of proniioting tlîe
soind prirîciples of Chiristiain Plnilosoplîy as
tauglit by the Arîgelic Doctor. Tîrese are
the principles, 1 ai happy to statle, wvlich
have been upheld anîd propagatcd iii this
University froni its verv commîencemient.

Tlîe Catholic Church lias receivcd froni hier
D)ivine Foinîder tlîe sacred mission to teach
aIl nations, " Eitnes, docele amnes gentfes.-
Cîirist's words have «a creativc power, and
that God-givcrî mnrdate lias miade tIre
Clîuirch the greatest edîrcatiorial institution
tIre world lias lever seen. Frorin tlîe day of
ll'eritecost tili tic present tiriie, sie lias ever
hieen fa-ithifil to lier miission. 1 n every
succcedilng getieration slîc lias devoted, alI
lier criergies to teachiig youtlî the souird
pîrirrciples of clîristian fiaiLli and iiîoratlitV,
anrd to training thieni 1-1 the safe patIn of
:cience arîd virtue. To realize tîis lofty
ideal, sitc opcrîcd in tîie carîiest tinies
sciiools ta wlîich tîîe cliildren of boti sexes
tlockcd, tliat thiey rilight receive the bread of
iie Word- -a christian ecucatiori. But not satis-
lied %vith providing elenmentary instruction
for the "h ittîe one,;" of Christ's flock, sue
e.Stablislied sclîools for the higher classes of
S(Iciety, whiere tlîey could have ant oppor-
turiity of acqtuiriiig tîrat lîighîcr knowiedge
wlrieli tîrcir position in the îvorld deriardcd
oir tîreni, aimnînrg always, hioweier, at thuat

grand ideal laid downi by the founders of the
first Catholie University', the Alexandrine
Fathers: ''Cliriýtiari belief mîrst be scientific,
and .science irînrst be chiristiari." Tfo accomi-
p)ilihthisinoble puirposti, tIre Catholic clitirel
%vitlî untiring activity iiitiltiliedl everywherc
tîrose scirools and colle.ges, which after-
wards, at the very dawnvi of the nîiiddle ages,
becailue iii Such lgenunîibers illustrions
Universities. In thiese ljîiversities the
Cîxuircli grouiped aIl tIre lcarniing left by the
ancients arîd lîreserved b%, t.le nîionks, and
lîvine: prrrifrcd iL froru those staîns w'hliclî i
liad contractedi froni its contact witlî the
sensuality of paganîsmi, she superaddcd to it
ail tiiose natural truths wvhich Revelation
supposes or inîplies. Taking tlîis body of
scienti fie lcnowicdg4e whiclî she calied forth
froni chaos, as the Eternal \Visdomi did. the
visible world, and lîavîng dcdicatcd it to
God the lRedeeniier, she aîîplied it to hiunian
society, and rmade it t!re strength and liglit
of Christian pcoples. Ves, it %vas christianity,
and it onily, tîrat built those wvorders wiil
we Cali Gothîie Cathiedrals and Catholic
Urriversities. The very mention of Paris,
Pavia, Bologna, Oxford and Salanianca are
alone stufficient to recail the giorious con-
quests tlîat Catlîolic Science niade iii the
-world many hntndrcd years ago.

Orie of tlîe undisputed glories of thc
Cathoiic Church is tîrat she succcssfully
inistructcd, the Clîristiari îvorld, ii clle-
rîîcntary, commercial, ciassical and uni-
versity niowvlcdge and science, niany
centuries before citîrer the civil powver or
statesmnen ever thotight of estabiishing
sclîools. Slîe accomplislied. tîxis grand and
noble wvork, too, under very niany and great
difficulties. just imagine for a moment a
scliool, a college, -a universîty witlrout a
jrinted book 1 Wlîat an immense labor
does flot tîxis suppose for both professors and
students. Never-tlieles!-;, go, into anv well
furnislicd library and behiold to-day those
large folio volumes of the niost profound and
sublime learning on ail subjects, sacred and
profaine, and whlicli were ivritten by the mien
of tîxose by-gone days, long before printing
ivas invented. Voni will seek in vaini to find
aný, hing to compare îvith tlim iii the
wvriters of this enlighitenled i9 tlr century.

IL is truc, thaj at precnt, the State lias
entered tIre field of educatiori. Wc find
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