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overseeing repairs ancd improve-
mlents. Thle girls somietimies accomi-
paniec i e, and wec rode or walked
according-) to the distance. 'lhe
heiress wvas very plea,;ant and cor-
dial, and seenieci not u ilngto
faîl into hier aunt's plan of a niar-
niage; though I miust say she wxas
never forward, and perhaps if I haci
not k-noývni she w'as the heiress, andl
had not hiai the other grirl so con-
stantly before iny eye!s, I should
have corne t<) consent to the
arrangenment niyself. But the other
girl was; my icleal. 1 need not
describe how or why she chatrmeiA
nie ; I fell in love at first sight, and
that wvas reasoîî *enough. Timie
only nmade ie- more deteriiiiecl to
have nothing to do with the Iîeires.,
and to win, if possible, lier penniless
cousin.

Yet iny decision wvorniecl nue, for
Miss ViNickIestoxî sornetinies eyed nie
sharply, anîd I knew I was g-oîng(,
directly against lier wislîes. So 1
soughit solitude in strict attention to
b us iniiess 'lhle affairs of the place
were s,, entangled that they took up
mîîost of niy tinie, but I niîade tiieni
a pretext for iniore-- rtremetnt than
they actually required, and I began
to rellect on the cons.,equenice-s o)f
nîy love-înaking. If 1 niarried
accordincg to nîy heart, I îîiust wait
a longý1 time( for miv bride, for I was
iiserably i)oor. And what indul-

grence coUld I expe-.ct from is
Mîckleston ? \\ould she-- ever takze
nie into lier grood gYraces agrain, after
I should have confessed nîy loive forn
the wronîg girl, and thereby frus-
trated loîîg-laid plans ?

I went away abruptlyv <me inoni-
ing iii M~ay on tue poa f businless
concernmng1 tue eState which miiiht
require nie to stay iI.idn sonne
tiîîîe. I renîaîniled ava mluch
lonîger tlian was rcea]ly iîecessary,

andi 1 shrank fromn coming back.
A few days aftér rny return, the
thioughrit sucldenly struck mie to givv
up mny nianagership of the estate.
ancd thus put an endi to miy false-
position. 1 had put everythingy in
grood shape, the books were clear.
correct, andi up to date, and
there wvas really no reason t() cetaini
mie longer. A favorable opportunity
presented itself one evening soon
after, as we wrere ail gathered toge-
ther in the (ld-ftashioned drawing-
r<)oni, and, in a kind of hiaîf-despair,
1 leclared n1y intention of returning
to niy homne at the end of the mionth.
A stormi of opposition met my
remiark. IMy g(>clmother insisted
that 1 haci saved. the estate and that
1 was stilli necessary for its proper
management. The twv( girls chimied
in wvith hier andi ceclarecl that, in1-
deed, thic place could never ct
al<mg without mie. Altog-Iethier it
wasý- a touchingr domiestic scene, and
I melted under its influence and
proceedeci, as I believeci, to make a
fool of myseif. I asked niy g11od-
niother for a few mfomients of
private conversation, and there
avowed miy love for hier poor mcc.
She appeared to be very angrry and
Indignant, and I admnitted she hiad
somle ricght to be so, considerinog
that I had gone against hier wishies
linîder hier very cyes. Neverthe-
less I c<)uld flot consent to sacrifice
the happiness of mly life. Then she
burst out laughlingi-, and told nie, to
miy confusion, th-at I had fiallen into
a snare, andi that she hiad outwîtted
nie after ail ; for E Ilen, wli)li I had
tak-eni for lier poor conipamon, wvas
the x'ery girl she h-ad destineci for
nIe, w~hile Mâary xvas in reality thv
poor girl. She had wanted to -
Ile, and hiad with difficulty persuad-
ed bier niieceq to change- places. 1
was bewildered, and radier anq-ry
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