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wcurred winlo living, and to mter him decently when!

dead.

Many yours altcr this, and when the melanclioly
story of the gentleman who had died in the nn
hiad been fong forgotten, or but remembered by a
very few, asa young man wassauntoring one Sunday
wmorning carly on the sca.shore between Greenock
und Gourock, during a very low ebb of the tido, be
observed somcething protruding through sand which
was al) smooth around. It ntiracted lus attention.
Heo endeavoured to start it from its bed with the toe
of his shoc; but being a soft substanco, it yielded too
nwch to bo thus disengaged. It was loather. Tho
young man’s curiosity was eacited, le stooped
down and seized it with lus hand, and with & pretty
foredle jerk, extricated it from tho clay or sand n
which twastimly nnbedded.  He rased ¢ up. 1t
was a leathern bag, and remarkably heavy for ns
size It wag tilled wath com.
sdeatieal puree which Swclair bad lost many jears
before  Tho weight of tho gold had catned the
I'set part of the bag deep into the sand, but the up-
trr pant, above the string which secured tho gold, -
had contimued projecting above the surfuce, and 1t
voae this which had attracted the notice of the furtu.
rate finder.  This person, whose name was Molville,
Lurricd home with fus treasuze inan cestacy of oy,
and reiated the circumstances to his father, who was
a commnon thup-carpenier, and a very poor, Lut well
hoown as a remarhably well-pruscipled man. On
seeing the purse, and bemg told where it had been
tound, he stantly recollected the mclaucholy story
of Smclair, and did not doubt, strange as the emwcum-
stance was, that it was the sery purse winch that
unfortunate person had lost.  Satusticd of tius, he re-
svived that it should not bc touched unul every
rears had been tried to discover the natural hewrs of
18 fate owner.  Nowcans, however, were open to
han of accomphishimg thie but Jhat of advertizng 0
the nev spapers, which was accordingly doue to a
large eatent; fur the honest man could not thmk of
approptialing a single siapence of meney g0 acquited
wiule there was the shyghtest charnce of d.-covering
a lawful ovner; :nd in order to increase tlus chiapee,
ciery particular kpown regarding the purze and its
Juser, togeilier vith all the melanchioly circumstances
st g 1, wero carefully and munutely detaited
tue acvertsements,  This was all that could be done
For the space ofnearly two years these ad.ertiscments
were repeated at intervals, but as no name could be
given nor 3ay particular part of tio country alluded

It was, m short, the .

scale proportioned to their means, A shop was ac.
cordingly taken and etocked, and year alter year saw
the latier gradually onlarging through tho ndustry,
prudence and steadinees of its owner, who, at the
oxpiry of ten yoars frovs his first beginning businoss,
began to be lonked upon as one of the most stbstan.
tial and thriving tradors intown. He had, in short,
by that tuno amasscid a very handsonie sum,

Acting on the exccllent principles of his father,
which wero also his own, My Melvillo had, several
years previously to this timo, laid aside at interest the
three hundred guineas winch had been the foundation
of his fortunes, that if its lawful owner should evor
appear, ho might be ready at a moment’s notice, to
testore it, not ouly not deteriorated, but improved to
the fullest extent it would adunt of consistently with
s perfect safety; and this sum, which ho Lad lad
aside the moment he could dispense with it in jnus bu-
siness, he had resolved never again to touch under
any circumatances.

About tlis petiod Me. Melville had occasion to go
to London on some important business, which having
settled, he again atepped anto the all coach for
Scotland, and was not a littfe pleased to find a very
beautsiful und modest young Jady ono of ls fellow-
passengers.  The singularly pleasing manwoers, good
sense, and uncomuion personal charmes of the lady,
goon led Mr. Melville to associate somctiung more
than an ordinary interest with the chance which had
brought thew together o short, he quickly found
timself very deeply 1 love with his fair “travelling
companion ; and bLefore they had reached the end of
their jouruey, which wag i those days a tedious one,
ho had fuily proposed marriage, and was accepted,
both partics trusting to the favourable conclusions
which they bad come to regarding cach other; in
whieh, though certainly an miprudent and dangerous
eaperanent, neither was deceived.

As the intimacy of the betrothed pair increased,
their conversation of couwrse graduaily became nore
famaliar ; aed st was when this improventent had tahen
place 1w their acquaintanceship, that Mr. Melville
sa:d feughingly 10 his fair cotapanion, when they were
within o few miles of their place of destinauon, and
at the same time interruniing her in something she
wassayving relative 1o it—

¢ But it 8'zihes me Mass Sinchair, that there is some-
thing regurding tlns joursey of yours that you have
not fully eapluined to me.*”

The lady coloured and smiled.

¢ Why, My Mchle,” she said, after a pauze of o

10, as beng, or hihely 1o be the residence of the par- |
ties ntcrected, no discovery tooh place, and wid

Melville was at Jength persunded, though sl not

without seme reluctance, to allow lus s to avail’
Famself of hisgnod fortune, and appropriate the can-

temts of the pursa.  But even tiien the old man gesol-.
ved, i as far as he could excreise any Control over
s dispusal by Virtue of lus patentzl authorny, that
the woney should” be £0 employcd that a reatonable,
chance should always eaist of lus sen’s being uble 1o
restore the anmonnt to the srghtful owner, should such

at any tase appear to Jdain 15 fur be never covld buj
hirougat to vies 3t an any other hight than as mcn.-lyi
Lorroned mency, which its present possessur was
bovid to repay, whenever it shou!d be demapded,
without any lmnatation $s to time,

ln accordance with these sentiments, e recom.
mended to his sonto emplos the muuc.\" w seltg
Bimzelfup in sunio smail vafe busaess, m winch with
cridiney prudence and attention, heneabt be pretty
sere ol maliing a hiveldhood, withont much 1k of
o *ap dating bus capital. Fortunately, the san mbents
ed all hes Fathier's integrity of charactor, and therefure
perieatly connded with hanwall bis vaws regard.
g the appucation of the fuand maney ; ed aficr ma.
tute deliberation, 1t vas :esagaed by toth that the
Yaung mea shoald com peace the busaess of o 24.p.

ckandler, 1o whch tire fatier had been. bsed, on o .

few momucnts, ** your consectute is perfectly right.
There 13 sometumg connceted with this jeurney of
pusic which § have not eaplained to jou, and that
becauso it1s go foohish and absurd that ¥ om really a.
shamed to inention st. But f you promise not to
lasgh at me, nor to consider me altogether an idiot, I
will et you”

The pronuses were of course readily obtained.

**Well, then,” continucd the lady, '*10 coufcss a
truth, my prncipal object in coming down te Scot-
land 13 10 look for a lost purse I** and she eapected
a burst of laughter i return for ber inteligenco from
hier companion ; but, to her great surpriss, in place
of mdalging i any expression of wirth on the occa-
s.on, ke looked extremely grave.

* Indeed !'? lic said, seriously 5 ** and pray what
arce the partculars regarding this lost purse?

*The particulaty gephed lus G companion,
st are few, but tey are not without interest.™  And
sho went on to say, that, many years ngo, Lior fathier,
m dwetnbarking from a slip i which lie bad arpved
at Greenock rom the West Indicy, whete bc biad ac-
comulated o latle woney, bad dropped the puree
which coutained ull his store into the gca, and that
she had been lately wiornicd that it had boen afict-
wards found, end adiertised.  That some friends, re-
lationg of ber miother, with whom she was staying in
Lunden , vizo had henpd of the advestisement alisded

to, advised lier, nay insisted on licr, repairing to the
spotin person, to sce, late az it was, whether or wet
she could discover any traco of the tinder, or rocover
any partof tho lost proporty, * But” she added,
laughing, ** 1 am alraid it is a wild.gooso chase, and
there is little chance of succeeding in either at this
distance of time. Howevor, { could not rosist the im-
portunity of my friendsin tho matter, and havo therc-
fore come this far on my errand, rathcr 1o satisfy
them than fiom any other motive.”

I Mr Melville looked grave belore, ho Jooked ten
times more 0 now, and not a little amazed and ag-
tated to boot. He however contented lumself with
saying, afler a pauge of two or three minutes® dura-
tion, in which he had somewhat recovered himself,
that perhaps her journey might not be so fruitless in
respoct to the purso os sho feared. ** There was no
saying,” he said, ** what chance might throw up;
leave tho secking of the purso to me; 1 will make all
tho ngcessary investigatione; and, at ail evonts,l trust
you will have no cause to rue your journey te Scot-
tand.*”

Two ot three days after the arrival of the parties at
their journey’s end, Mr Melville was married to Mies
Mary Sinclair; for the lady was indecd no other than
the daughtor of the unfortunate loscr of the leathern
purse, and subsequently the wife of its finder.

On the day of their warriage, Mr Melville who still
carefully concealed the circumstance from his intend-
cd, took from his pockot a leathern purse beavy with
coin, the identical one which he had found, and which
ie had ever since carcfully keptas a curiosmity, and
presenting it to his lady with an air of good-humared
mock gallantzy, told tier hie had much pleasure 1n
restoring to her what she had come in quest of; re~
marking at the same time, that she bad found a purse
and a Lasbondin the same day. Mr Melvillethen n
more serious mood, procecded 1o inform his astonish~
ed bride that he was the finder of her father’s purse,
and that it had been the foundation of his fortunes.
He thon laughingly bade her count the coutents,
which, he said, he believed she would find nght,
principal und interest. 1 meed carsy the story no
farther; Mc and Mrs Melville live happily together
for wany years; and their cluldren found themselves
born to tolerable competoncies; and thus, by astrange
cowmbination of accidents, poor Sinclair®s *¢ hittle Ma-
1y*? reaped after all, the benefit, and in a way wnd to
a much greatcr extent than he could over have dreaint
of, of his fittle lhoard, rendered nothung thoe worse for
the adventure it had undergone.

UNITED STATIS.
From the New York Enungrant, June 22,

We n«ticed 1 our last the anticipated failure
in the wheat crop in the north-western conn-
tiesof thus State.  Since then fusther accounts
have reached us {rom the middle and southern
States of @ yet mare alarming character. ln
many parts of Pennsylvania, it is not expected
that the faumers will reap more than they sow,
while m others they are ploughing up their
wheat ficlds as though no wheat had been de-
posited. In Virginia, what the length and se-
verity ofthe winler spared, the fly has destroy-
cd; in additiun 1o this, James River, and other
streans, have been visited by a freshet, the
greatext for 92 yeors.  Portions of South Ca-
rohma appear to have fared no beter. Tho
rice plintations an the Santee, from the conal
to the mowh of the river, ate described as Le-
ing all uader water, and presentag the ap-
pearance of an inland sea. A letter recaved
from St Mary’s, (t:a ) dated the 3d instant,
30y i

* We have had a il storm surpassing any
thag cever seen in the lower country—the
vurth was covered thiee inches deep with hail
stones larger than musket balls—the alleys of
wy cotton fields filled—lunbs from large oaks
ey vard broken off~tutkeys and fowls kil




