313

S

THs B35 3E.

L — b=

Forcign I'rade—Opening the Outports—Ad-
dress of last Session.

‘The order of tho day having been moved, and the
papers conneeted withh it read,

Me. STEwant roso and spolic as follows :—1 ap-'
proach tus subject, Sir,with o foehing of despondenocy.
Our most carnest prayors are disrezardod. Our apxious
wishes unheeded. The justice of our clnims neither
ucknowledged nor investigated.  Our industry con-
tinues 1o bo burthened anuually to the extent of
£10,000 for the support of an establishment which
collects a rovenuo ot about £13,000.  Tho hberality
with which we bave dealt witt . M. Government 19
toturned by bad faith.  Waon wo ash that wo may,
as tho people of Halifax can, export aumd import frec-
ly and legally into the ontports of the Province, we
uro answered by a demaad tor mure money to suppost
the officers of the Customs. winle the sum granted by
this House in 1829 13 more than ample. When I look
npon the rezults of s system, 1 tind the morals of
our poople beconng daity more corrupt by the esten-
sion of unfawful trade.  Owr Creehs and Bivs are
tilled wath vessels manoed by mea who avo compelled
to violate the law, or to want brewd for themsehies
und therwr fannhes  The sympathies of the inhalutants
are becomntg more and mote exented m favor of 1he
contraband trader Coercive laws, pims, fines, pe-
naltuies, rum, are held over their heads, yet the traf-
fic increases. Our rovense s dimumshed by paymonts
uo the free ports of St. . adrows, St. Juhn, and
Campo Bello, but more fie jaeatly by the daing of
those who, rather than ru.n themselies i dutaid, by
entering 1nto a free port, cacounter the danger of run
by disregarding the laws, houever penal, altogether.
What an absurd state of things it is, that the people
of Luncnburg shall be oblyged to brng thew ram and

sugar and molasses to this post of tHulifux, belore
they can shitp w to even the sdjuning Colomes. The
United Statesoffor advantageous markets fur therr tish
and their agricultural prodactions ; from this place
they can be freely brought luther i teturn.  Notso
to Lunenburg, to Hants, to Cumberlsnd, to Arichat.
From these thoy may take their fish, thor potatoes,
plaister, butter, grindstones, and other produce of
their industey, but they may not bring any thing w re-
torn, unless they step ot St Julu, wnd there pay the

camo tho colebrated act, by which foreign trade was
openod to tko Colomes. For the protection of her
own nunufuctures, Great Bntum aunposed, vy that
act, duties on thosp ol foreign production, aud the
proceeds were by it dircctod to be puid imto the Co-
lowal Treasury—to the miinite surprise of the Colo-
mste, throughout the whole of them, they found thut]
the officers of the Customs were directed to pay them-
selvas lirst out of these duties; and in tlus Provinee a
very large sum, us aearly as I recollect, about L8000
Sterling, was yearly retwmed. This was the relief
given—we asked that the fees on the coasting trade
should be made less burthenso.ne to i, Of the whole
s lovied for thewr support by tho officers of the Cus-
tome n fees, the vessels of the mothes country had
pad 1o mcovsuderable purtion, m all it amounted to
but aboat L£LOU00 currency—tho rehief given, was to
charge the people of tlus Province £8000 sterhing~—
and this sum mereasing, or at least having a tondency
to increase, from year to year.  All the Colonies re-
monstrated and resisted the cluim of right, set up by
the ofticees of the Customs, to retwin any portion of
the procesds of the dutics collected by them, It was
mgisted that, although Parliament could law fully an-
puso daties on foreign productions—1t could do so, for
the purposes of togulation only, not for those of reve-
nuc;and that by the imprescriptible rights of English-
men, the Colomsts alone could dizpose of the amount
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of all dutigs levied upon them. “T'he trade of Jamaica
was materially wterrupted by tlus dispute; in some of
the Islanda the officers were prosecuted. At length,
in th s Province, m the yoar 1829, by which time '
£25.000 sterhng had been retained by them, Ministers
extnbitod to the House a scalo of Salaries character-
1zed as moderate, winch amounted to aboul 8,400
storhng, of which thoy required this Province to pay
£6,100 sterling, ulleging that, asa main object of
Parhament in passing the Act opening the trade to
foreign conntries, was Colonnal relief—the mother
country did not desirc to profit by the change—she
would pay the remamder.

‘The House, in agreeing to grant thissum, forward-
ed a scale of salaries by wiuch it appeared that £6,000
was enough; but as it wa~ probable that the fureign
tradn would mcrease the duties and number of officers,
the House granted what was required; and to put an
end to the diespute, gave the sum retained, as a free

charges, of which the people of Cumbeorland have
complained by petition the present Session, Bi"ding
Stones of thg finest quality, and such also aa are used
in the manufactures of the U iited Siates, have been
shipped from Wallace, whore tlus urticlo abounds, di-
roct o the port of New York ; but the people of that
part uf the Province are not | erantied, ns the men of
Pictan, of Halifax, of Liverpool, and Yarmouth are,
tn hrong hack asing'v artile Heuce the direct trade |
is dwindled o a shipment to thie portan small ian- |
tities, to be henco transhipped 1o Boston, thus addng :
the various charges which attenl this cumbroas and
ridicalous mode of doing business, to the first cost of
the article, and rendering it less able to contend with
other countries I am informed that the merchants of
Lanenburz applied «n behalf of that part, through |
l.ord Sandon, onc of the members of Parliament for !}
Luwerpool, to the Minnstry, and the teply hie received
was, that it could not be opened, because of the -
creased expense which wou'd be re jared  Now, thes
hanse, at i's last sexsion, aake | fa- fenn inm af trade !
aenerally, and we are told that the ababiton of the
duty on flour will give sll the relief tequired  How
thig 13 10 open the purts does not cxactly appear-
Thinas remain just as they were except that this mea-
vare will dimansh our small teienue 1 ree ur four
thansand pomte, at s t'ma wlen the Proviace can
W aftard it, and we must impnso add tianal taxes on
tiie people to make np the deficiency.  Butas we are
told that the increased expense is an insuperabio ob.
a*acle 1o the granting ' ¢ prayer of the Huuse, T w i,
attnnggh T am bat repr g a theire vt ] aabe ) pricfly
advert to the arrangement made by this Hance with
H M Govermment, and by which it will clearly ap-
poar that tlus Province connbates, by its annual
grant, much more than its fair proporuion ofit, and
more .han suffic.ent 1o defray the winle eapunditure
without the £2000 wlich is anaually collected from
tho people of tha Province, and alwo apphed uncon.
stitutionally as § have cver contonded, and do now
caatend, to the support of the officers of the Customs.
1 frcely admit that the people of Great Britamn ought
not to bo taxed to support officers necessary for our
trade.  Let us examme then of tus s the fact,

For a long time the House of Aesembly complamed
to tho Mather Country, inat the tces exacted from ihe
ownets of vessels were extravagant, and sought relicf,
thev did not desire that the officers should be remunor-
ated by fixed salaries. ‘Fhey remonctrated, not that
fees ware an improper mudo of supporting 1lia estab-

j penso of the Customs establistunent in tiis Colony.

, contemplared by His Majesty’s Government, as com-

5 Duties thercto, and the greater freedom of trade, so
{ anxiously sought for by tius House, aro subjects ot the

lishment, but that tho amount of fees taken from the
coasting vessels, especially, was sach astYie tradeo

gl w1 heymemrhov weep propised getef,  Then,

gift, to His Mujesty.

{Much mare was said on tho subject by the bon.
Member fiom Cumberland, after which he moved the
fullowing Resolutions.—}

Resoleed, Thattius House adbere to the Resolu-
1008 passed by this House on the Tth April, 1832,
aud do caraesily desire that the prayer of thus louse,
contained m the Addrosses on the subject of the ex-

the Crown Dutwes collected theremnn, and the extension
of the Fo.ewgn trade of this Province, passed on the
2%9h Mareh, 1834, apd the 5th January, 1535, may
be speedidy granted.

Resoleed, That the abolition of the duty on flour,

mumcated by ns Excellency the Licutenant Governor,
aga reply to the address of ttus House, of the 5Sih
Januvary, 13335, although a measure acceptable to thus
tlouse, witt not gwve Lhis Majesty’s loyal subjects the
reliel prayed tor; but on the contrary thercof, that tus
Majesty s Govermneat  bhave  numsapprebended  the
prayers and wishes of thiy flouse.  Aud wheress the
great eapense of snpporing the Customs Estublish
ment, the unconstitutional apphication of the old Crown

deepest mument 1o tac peopte of the Province, and
demand from thesr representatives that they shoutd
omit no constitutional measure to obtam for them
speedy relief in the premiscs:

Resoleed, Tuerctore, that a Comnmutiee be appoint-
cd 1o prepare a furiter address 1o s Majesty, also an
addicss to the Right Honourable Huuse of Lorde;
also, an addreesto the Right Honovrable tho Honso
of Commans; again anxiousgly entreating that they way
be afforded adequate relef; and that the sddiess to
thz Housu of Lotds and tiouse of Commons, be trans.
untted by Mr. Speaker to the Right Honourable Lord
Molbouino and Lord Johin Russell, with the respactful
request of tiins House, that they will present thein so-
verally to the suid Houses of Lords and Commons.

Resolved, Thatthe same Committes prepare an
Address to His Excellency tho Licwienant Governor,
praying that he will forward ths Address to His Ma-
Jesty with lns Excellency’s favourabie recnmmendation
of the prayer thereof.

Mr. Unzacikx opposed tae motion, and ropudiated
the policy of tha learned Gentleman from Cumberland,
as subversive of therights secured by law o the people
of Nova Scolin, and a8 opering a wider door than
ever to illicit trado, end laymng the foundation for a
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Resolutions that were moved by the Master of 1h®
Rolls in 183 4.

Several other Members took an active sharo in the
debate, wineh was protructed 1o great length, and tho
House adjourred without coming 10 a decision,

The following Pottions, among many others, have
been prosented to the Iouse :

A petition of the Rov W B, McLeod and others, by
Mer. Young, prayng aid 1o open a new hno of road,
from McCurra’s brook, to,McaAdam’s bndge, m the
Upper District of the County of Bydoey, und for and
to repaca partof Ansarg Pior, injured by a storm m
December last—relerred to Messers G, Suuth, Youug,
and Clupmun.

A petition of Joseph Sanford and otbers, by Mr.
Morton, prasiayg that measuresmay be adopted 1o pre-
vent the t duig of fons by the Cluet Justice and Juuges
of the Supretnc Court in soits ut Law,

A petiion of Sam’l drchibuald, u road Commissioncr,
by G. Smith, praying reimbursciment of montes by him
over expended on the naw hne of road between Trurn
and Hiabfax, through Brookticid,

A petition of Thomas Winttermore of Antigomsh,
by Mr. Dickson, praymg a return of duties pad by
bim upon a prano and certam carding machwery, and
wiro therefor, brought by han into this Province from
the United States of Amonica.  Referred to a select
Cunmnittee.

A petition of Iraa ITart and others, membors of the
Temperance Socizty of thv North East Brawch of
Margucrite or Margaree, in the county of Cape Breton,
by My. Uniacke, prayimg that the hguor liconce Act,
of the laet sesston may Ue altered, and the nght to
grant hcences exclusively confined to the Grand Juries
and Sustices 1 sessions.

A petiton of the Weat River Temperance Society,
District of Fictoy, by Mr. Bianchard, praymg thata
Law may be paszed unposing a local tax upon all 3pi-
rituous liquors imported 1nto, or manufactured ), and
District, {or the support ot the poor thereof.

A petition of John W. Harne and others, offico
bearers of the Pictou Subscniption Library, by Mr.
Blanchard, praying assistance by a grant to that In-
stitution froin the Provincial Funds. \

A pettion of James Froser and James MUGregor,
Acting Overseers of the poor for Township of Egerton,
m the District of Pictou, by dir Blanchard, prayug
reumbutsement of the expenses incuried by them on
acconnt of two transient lrish paupers, who had been
much frozen in the woods, and supported by that
Townslup. Referred to Llessers O Brien, Archubald,
Roach.

Peution of Jonathan Greaves, late Deputy Post
Master, at Truro, by Mt Archibald, setting forth the
additional trouble that had been snposed upon bun by
tl.e Establishment of the Eastorn Stage Coachies duning
his holding office, and praying compensation.

A petiun of the Temperance Suciety of the Lower
Settlement, East River, Pictou, by Mt G Smith, pray-
g that Magisirates may be piolubned from dealing
in Spintuous, liquors and that an additional duty
may be imposed thereon, to bo applicd to the relief of
the poor.

A petttion of inhabitants of the Lower End of the
West Rover, Pictou, by Jolin McJ.ean, Chauman of a
public meetivg, by G. Suuth, sotting forth their being
wembers of the congregation under the sipenntend-
ance of the Rev. James Ross, and their meeting house
being much docayed, they have commenced a nu
one, and pray an act to enable them to sell and dis-
pose of the old one,—paying absent proprictors and
those refuring te joun themuin erecting the new meeting
house tlicir proportionate aharo of the proceeds of tho
old building  Referred 14 G Smith, with louve to
bring 1n a bill.

A petition of Joseph Smith and others, inhabitants
of Now Glasgow, sud of the Last Rinver of Pictau,
also, a petition of Abram Patterson ard others, mer-
chiants, und ather ighabitams of Pictou; and a peti-
tiou of the Gencral Mining Association, by G. Smuth,
setiing forth the great advantage that would result
fram deepening the navigation of the East River of
Pictou, and the desire of the Associatiun to aciom-
plish the same as far up as the loading wharl, near the
New Glasgow Bridge, so as to admut large vessels
proceeding that far, to the grent benefit of the County
at large, as well as the Association, and praying that
pecumary aoid may be granted to the Association to-
warda such undertaking, and that they may be empow-
cred whon it may be completed, to demand a zmall
to!! upon vessels exceeding forty tons burthen, taking
the benefit of paesing up the channcl, in consequence
of its being so deepened. Referred to Messers G.
Smith, Archibald, Uuiacke, Stewart, and Dodd

Bills Passed by the Assembly

An Act to reduce the expenses of Suits at J.aw, on
Judgments by confession. An Act fo vacate the scate

further call on the peaple of the Provices, an aid of
1 Ca tanas bo apnnee §ony g vanprdipont, ite ~3ms:

of members of the Aesambly in certain cases. AnAct
centesn tg Revaie 8. A Ael welaive 1o cery-




