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AGRIOCOULTURAL.

INTERESTING TG FARMERS.

The fullowing short history of the origin and
jrocess of the application of plaster paris, asa
manure, may bs unportant (o the agricuitural
mterest,

¢ I'hie first discovery of the utility of Gypsum
or Plaster Paris, for agricultural purpozes, was
made by a laborer, engaged in pounding plaster
near Hilburn, m Germany. o noticed the
extra growth of the grass alang the routo which
he at different times travelled, acioss a meadow;
supposing it to be accasioned by the fine plaster
dropped fram his clothes, ho wasindnced to try
an experiment, to determine the pointy it suc.
ceeded beyond his expectation; and athers tested
its usefalness, until all became satisfied of its
nutritions qualities; and thus the use of plaster
i Germany, bhecame general as 8 manure,
wherever it could be obtamed,

 In the year 1768, Jacob Barge, of Phila.
delphea, having learned the use of plaster in
Germauy, obtained some from a manufacturer
of Burr stoues, and scatterad it upon a field of
clover which proved periecly satisfactory; in
consequence of which, Messrs Hacker, Lan-
caster, Chilurd, and David Deshler, all respee-
tablae farmers near Philadelph:a, used tho plas
ter in varicus ways, and fr difierent plante, and
were all equaily well satafied of its utihty. The
call tor,and application of, the article mcreased;
zad henco the commencement of un regular
trade, upon the seaboard, i the transportation of
plaster from Nova Scotia, 1o all the southern
ports; wlhich bas regularly increased from that
periud to the present tume, 26d winch has become
a busiess as regalar and permanent as any other
in the Unned States

s ‘The directions for the application of plaster,

ro s0 various and multplied, that 1215 beheved

no certan geacral rule can ever be adopted, for
1t has beea found that on some grounds, one
bushel to the acre, 1s better than six bushels;
tun busticls to the acre, however, appears to be
the quantiy required for the lngest portion of
the Jands in Peunsylvania. No one should be
discouraged, if no preceptivle benefit shovld ro-
sult from a tnial, the first year; forat has been
found, that the more slow 1n us efiects, the more
certam 1t is to e advantageous in tve, three
ans even foar years alter us appheation, For
clover, grass, R it should he sown over the
field, juss before or atter the srass or clover
begins to grow i the spring {1 s usedan the
smme manaer, vpon wheat, barley, outs and
vuckwheat grounds

<« Another miede for grain oF 2l kindz, is to
wet the grawn tharoughly, and then mix as much
¢rs plaster with i, as will aguere o the kernel,
and smmediately strew and harrow . For cory,
theow upon cach bl a smali 1able spoaaful, as
suan as the feaves are foreind, From the vari-
ous experimenis mado 1 1he Eastern States
e fect seems to be weli established, that a cer-
12 gusnity of piaster, used upen sl dry sails,
aad on low grounds 1 dry seasong, is of the vt-
mast unportance, und adds greatly to the growth
of evesy Kind of vegetable substance intended
for the use of wman or Leasi,  ‘Theonly sure
directions, therelore, ffor usmy the plaster, 1s,
tor eacn person to ascerinii, by experunents, the
quant iy required tor the particntar parcel or
kind of ground, which it miy be dearsble to
enncl aud fertilze, On very dry grounds, it
tae be advisable to wel the grain and  aux
paster, as above direcied; and after barrowing,
1o srew n1 the tap of the zround thus sown, n
< @imp day, sbout one buskel to the acre ¥"—
Uliv Stale Journal

Rucpane.—Tins is one of the many plants
wineh a farmer may bave n s garden, and
witwo may wo made 1o contribute tu the dehiea.

Cits of bus tadle, and to the health and cumlort]

of his fumily, with very little expense or labor.
‘The plant 19 perennial, und resembles much
its habits the burdock, though the leaves nod
thetw stalks may be somewhat larger, 1n a goad
soil. A dozen plants will serve to supply a fam-
dy. The leal stalks are the parts used, “The
skin or cuticle iz poaled ofi—they arve then cut
into quarter or half ineh piccas, and used with-
out farther preparation, with sugar and spices,
ko unnupe gooscbernes, fur pus and taits,
which frust it very muach 1esembles in flavor, It

may by used i the spring. and tll midsammer,
Medical men aseribe to it a salutacy witlaenco,
upon health, partculady w ehiddren, Gihen gecd

in this way. ‘The seced nipens i midsummer,

at which time 1t may be sown.—Conduct’s of |
Cult.

BurTer.—To make as good butterin wiater
as in autumn and that it may be lormed with as
little churning, 1t1s only necessury, accarding
to recont uxperiments, to keep the mitk aud
croam ot the proper temperature  With crean’
at the temporature of 75 degrees, the hutter will
be ready o take out with from 10 to 20 munutes
churning.

A French writer says that to procure butter
of an exquisite {lavour and exirerne delicacy,
alter washing it with water tlithe water runs
quite clear ; you must finally wash it with new
milk. The creamof the now milk 13 1zcorporu-
ted with tho butter and commumicates to it us
sweetness and delicacy.  Like butter that has
somo of the butter-mutk remainiag in it, how-
ever this will not keep well

When your eream 1s taken from sour milk, or
has stood su long as to become sour, add to it
when 1t is to be churned a little anlk just from
the cow. The butter will be improved; but not
so good after all as that made from f{iesh cream
taken from fresh nilk.

HINTS TO TARMLRS.

There are two particular items, to which 1
would call the attenuon of farmers, viz. to do
every thing at a proper e and : a proper man-
ner. Never to put of anything till tomorrow
that may be done today, 1s an excellent maxun,
aid shouid be observed by every turmer: while
hie hotds m overlasting contetnpt, that saymng of
the Spamards, do natiung teday that can be put
off uli tomarrow.  Very much of a farmer’s sue-
cess will depend on a gue regurd to the observ-
wyg otume. I lus land isin good order to sow
ins seed he should never wan for the marrow,
that the moon may change. I heard arespecta-
e farmor ¢ down cast” ask another if he pud
attention to the moon’s phases, when he sowed
his peas, he replied thut he did not even let the
moon know when he sowed them! You may
smile at the old gentieman’s remarik, and I may
say tosuch as do regmd the moon when they
sow their sced that I awm astonished at therr folly?

Jut to return; & man can do much mure work in
season by a litle regard to order.  Generally
speaking, evory part of 2 furmer’s work should
be seperated as distinetly as tho ends of his fin-
gers, though tius rule will not hold good in every
case. A lurmer was asked how ho got along so
well with bis business? herephed that he dud ot
oneihing at a tune. Solomon vaid {and surely he
ouzht te kpow) to every thing there is a season
and a e Lo every purpose under heaven, 2 tme
to piont aad a ume to pluck. But pethaps
enough ofthat.  Then let everything be done
i a proper manner. It would be well for every
farmer to remember what [ many umes heard an
excellent farmer say, * of a thing 1s worth doing
at all, «t 3 wurth downg well.”  This applies to
every person whether tarmer or mechame. But
to tho farmer moro especially. 1t his land 19
worth ploughing at all, it is worth doing well. It
is tov ofien that the furmer reasors thus: ¢ Il 1
expend ever somuach labor and money upon this
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will not take much paing with it.” [le might as
well say of the best pieco of land he bas, i [
#ow or plant this, and the corn or wheat should
da well, it might bo destroyed hy mildew or same
olirer means, therefore, I will letit he. Thisis
i nuthing mure necessary than in malking iences
or buiiding house.  For instunce notice the tug.
teming of gutes or driving stnker  Quoe stiteh in
bme or manner &ill save nine. By dong one
thing woll nnother thing may be preserved, and
mach property saved  But one more hint, nfter
a farmer has comitted his soed to the ecarth, it
18 his duty to pray to the Gver of every goud and
perfeet gt that he may have an abundant har-
vast.  tHave the prayors of every mun been ans-
wered.to the restenwning or giving 1ain to waler
the earth?  Wha i3 1t that gives us fruitful sea-
sons, filhing our hearts with gladaess?—Pough.
Leepsie elegraph.

STEEP TOR WIHEAT, BARLLY, OR OTHER GRAIN.

Put a peck and a Lhalf of wood ushes, sud a
neck of unstacked hime, into n tub that will hold
{orty gallons; then udd as wmuch wator ag will
sinhe tho hme, and render the mixtare into the
coonsistence of stiff mortar.  In this state it
shouid rewain ten or twelve hours; then add as
much water as will reduco the morter to a pulp
by thorough stirring.  [n this state fill the tub
wal water, and occasionally keep stirring for
two or threv days, After which, draw off the
clear lyc into an open vessel, and graduully
put the gran into itz skim off'the hght graws,
and after the corn has been steeped three hours,
spread it on a clean dloor lo dry, when o will
ve sufliciently prepared for drilhng or sovang,
Tho lye will retwn s full virtue and may te
repeatedly used.

Remark.—Tthas been donbted whether steeps
arc of any use, cxcept so far as they faciluate
tho sepuration of the light graing, and wash off’
the sesds of the parasite plamts, winch are
thought Lo occasion smut &e.  {n tho best cul-
tivated pans ol Scotland, seed wheat is steeped
1 slole urine, or in a brine made with cotamon
salt, which, by incicasing the specific gravay
of the water, fluats the unsound grmms, The
sced is woll washed, and then dried by mixing
w with fresh slacked lime, and rubbing it briskly
with & wooden shovel. ‘T'he quick lime and
rabbing i; thought to assist in cleansmy the
seed, Lut, independent ol that, the mere drying
the seed quicklvhis convenient.— Family Heeeip!
Buol.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR RAISING POTATOES To
ADVANTAGE.

The carth should be duz taelve inches deep, if the
soil will allow it; after] this, a hole should tec opencd
abeut six inches deep, and horse dung, er leag Liter,
shonld be put therein, 2bout thiee inches thick; g
hole should not &c:moie than twelve inches diameter.
Upon this dung or hitter, a potatoe should be planted
whole,upon winch a little more dung should be shaken,
and then the casth must bo put thercon. I like man-
ner the whole plot of ground must be planted, taking
care that the potatoes be at least sixteen inches apa:
When the young shoots make thewr appearance, they
should have fresh mould drawn around them wih a
hoc; and 1f the tender shoots are covered, it witl pre-
vent the frost from injunng them; they should agem be
carthed when the shoots inake a sccond appearance,
but not covered, as, inall probability, the sezson will
be less sevore.

A plentiful supply of mould should be given them;
and the person vwho perforus this business should ne-
ver tread wpon the plant, or the hillock that iy ransed
round it, asthe highter the earth 13 the more rouvin tue
potatoe will Linve te eapand.

A gentleman obtained from a single root, thus pian-
ted, very near forty pounds werght of large putatoess
and from almost cvery other root upon thu same plud
of ground, from filtccn to twenty pounds weight, ane,
czcept thesoil be stony or gravoily, ten pounds, or
Lalfa peck, of potatees may almost be raised from
cach root, by pursuing tho foregoing mothod.—J

To PRESERYE SEIVS, WHEN S0WN, FROM Vin~
aMi1N.—Steep tho gran or seed threo or fi.ut hours,
or a sufficient tune for it to penetrato the ko, ¢;

p.cce of land, it will yicld but little, therefore, ¥

husk, in a strong solution of liver of sulphur — 1"



