
78 OLD SPELING HEVIZED

givu us and our pleai:
"This department of the Ont. E. As'n aproves

the movement for beter spelixig as outlined by
Dr Hamilton, and a commiiittee (A. Hamilton, M.
A., M. D., L. T. Locheed, M. A., Cha's G. Fraser)
prepare a list of words comonly spelt in more
than one way, indicating where (a) two formns ar
equaly acceptabl; (b) one is preferd; also, a word
list for which aproved spelings ar suggested by
pronunciation, derivation, or analogy.

"Teachers ar requested te send the sec'y of
the departnîent words wisht included.

~'The Minister of Edu'n is askt to publish this
wordlist among teachers, that it be discust at
next meeting with view to adoption."

The committee went to work with a wii.
In the Century diction'y it found a list of
1783 "1disputed spclings" which. with lists
in Worcester's and other dict's wud make
a list aproadhing 2500 like words. Filo-
logic societies hav joind to recomend 3572
amended spelings, Dlot counting derivativ
words. The Geogrrafic societie's work in
acord to ad more. The U. S. Board on ge-
grafic names hav publisht a First Report
to end of 1891 of whidh pages i to 56 ar
fild with names and coments; a suplcm't
givs aditions (pages 5 to 36) from, 189,2 to
1897; a laterconsolidated report prepared
is flot yet printed oing to a fit of cconornv
or some political hitch. at Wsigo;a
great diveirsitv in Scripture proper narnes
is superseded by uniforrnity lu thc Reviz-
ed Version; the chemica! section of the
Amer. Asoc'n for Advanccnîent of Sience
strugld for four years from 1887 with flic
pronunciation and spcling of chernical
terrns with report of progres to each an-
nual meeting (one of which. was the Tor-
onto one) and agreed in 1891 to ad lar 'ge.
numbers of improved spelings in chemiîs-
try which. forthwith went into use; Sir W.
Hunter did a great work in puting place-
names in India in Romanized form, geo-
grafic societies contenting themselvs l)y
refeming to Hunter's Gazeteer for Indian
place-names; the British Admiraltv and
the Navy Department at Washing(ton hav
workt in remarkabl acord with one anoth-
er and with thc aforesaid U. S. Board;
Japanese names ar largely in order in a
Roman dres, thanks to 'Hepbur-n and co-
adj uters, a leading one of whom was Rev.
C. S. Ebv, an Ontario man; Chinese names
ar mainly in caos; Aborigi nal names in
pan-Amemica mark places, rivers, lakes,
etc., an d yet vary greatly-to rectify them
is a work no Hepburn or ilunter has yet
undertaken, tho Capt. Dwighlt H. Kelton
and late Father Edward Jacker made a
good begining.

In this supemabundance of variant spel-
ings (perhaps 25,000 lu numnber-)the com-
mittee in a six-page report (kindly pîrint-
ed by the Educational Department-a few
copies yet to be had) decided to mule ont
reformd speling and cleav to what is es-

tablishit in good, respectabi uzage:
"A complete list wud inelude almost 20,000

words; and sitch list, with suiitabi notes, conients
and explaniations, of filologic nature, miglit be
undertaken by the Education Department, and
wuid make a valuabi work of reference for teacli-
ers and students. Buit, considering that too vol-
uminos for tliis report, we include such words
only as ocur frequently in genral literature and
the Ontario readers, with a few geograffic names.
This list rnight be made more comnplete by pro-
vin cial teach ers co-operating and eoxnmunicat-
ing with the seeretary. We 'ineludo in our list
nione but those sanctiond by respeetabi uzage,
avoiding whimsical or capricios forms,"

"What a r y ii goi rigç to do about it?" was
anserd: -Do léki.e7i/tepile8

"1'vry large printery lias its 'Rules of the 0f-
fiee, indicating speling folod (to whieh eaeh shal
conformi while) in that ofice. They comprise
clases of words supleinented by a wordlist. For
each scool we suggest sueh ies and list care-
f uly chosen by responsibi 1)eopl coinnected with
the scool. Scools of a township, county, or prov-
ince might agree on these as

RULES OF THE SCOOL
1. Write e for oe and Se.
2. Omit u in -our, as 'honior.'
3. Do flot dubi the consonant in weak sylabls

of verbal derivativs, as 'tra.veler.'
4. Spel: «ceriter', 'fib)er', 'nieter', etc.
5. '-ize' if of (;reek derivation.
6. Omiit hi iri -burg-h; as, Harrisbir.g,
7. Seripture names as in Revizedt Version.
8. Omit apostrofe in suchi naines as St. Marys,

St. Catharines.
9. Wiordlist: adz, aitho, ax, ay (yes), aye (ever),

b:,. and by. by-laxv, carbid, eioirini, etc , etc.
Rules and wordiist înay be efflar.ged withiin the

liniits of the wordlist in Apendix to tliis report.
The Apendix was four pages dubi-col-

umi giving. two) or mlore fôrmis or words
in more (101101 uise. It was prePfaced liy
"Exarniners ar to accept either form." It
gave bell n d-the--age peopi a cihance t0 su-
peîrsede ride 2 above by "Retain u in -oui-,
as honouir" ThIey haad the option of rnak-
ing what ruies they chose. Tihis ver-y toi-
erant or optional miethod the cornrnittee
tho't preferabi, hoping that "'the comon-
sens of most" wud lead ariglit.

When this report caine up for adoption
in April last, before a fui meeting, the
consensus of those presut was dechtedly
against having dubi or tripi forrns before
them, wisin g Îoîe defi-nitly prescr-ib)ed. So
the report was referd bak to a coiniyiittee
increast by adition of Messrs. Macalister,
Gray (Toronto), Musgrave (Wingharn)
and Jordan (Prescot). Thiey altcrdthe re-
port, stil more amended in comrnitte-e-of-
ail. Rules 5 and 6 wer dropt,and the ap-
endix rcduced to a list of ab)out 300 words
ail] coverd hy the last ruîle albove. Thus
amen(Ied, titis report of the Public Scool
section shud cor-ne iip before the futi As'ni.
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