
LESSON XII-March 22nd, 1896.
Faithfui and Urifaithful Servants. LIME 12: 37-48.

(L'oeninit to inenr rses 27 and 33),.
GOLDEN TEXT: "Be flot drtrnk with wine, Nvherein is excess; but be filed with the Spirit.">

Eph. 5: 18.
PROVE TI-tAT-Wi- should. be ready for Christ's corning. Luke 12: 40.
SHORTE.R CATECH7iisNi. Quest. 52. Whal are the s-caçons annexcd to the second eo,maid-

ment? A. The reasons anne\ed to the second comrnandrnent are, God's sovereigr.y
over uis, bis propriety i:: is, and the zeal bue hath to his own worship.

LnSSON IlvMNS. Cleildrez's Hymniia. Nos. 71, 70, 169, 176.
DAILY PORTIO:NS. ?tfondcQ/ý. Faithful and Unfaýithfuil Servants. Luke 12: 35-4 S.

Tcsa.Need of Watchfulness. Matt. 24: 42-51. TV7ednesd «y. Ready anti unready.
Matt. 25: î-13, Tltur.?duQ. BeWatchfül. ReV. 3: -S-. Friday. Wallking ;visely. Eph.
5: 6-21. Saturdkry. True service. Eph. 6 - 1-9. Sabbaff. Reward of integrity. Isa. 33:
13-17. (Tlie Z. B. R. A. Se/cc/ions).

HELPS IN STUDYINCG.
INTRODUCToRT. The exact tinue when Jesus spokze the discourse in wbich our lesson oc-

curs is a malter of rnuch dispute, and is of no practicai consequence to us in studying the
passage. Sorne place il in the connection in Nvhich il stands bere, irnrediateiy after the fecast
in the Pharisee's house; others think, that it belongs to bis .LasI journey thiougb Perea to jer-
usalern. There are no parailel passages.

LEssoN PLAN. I. Faiîhfuiness and its Reward. vs. 37-44. 11. Unfaitbfulness and it
Punishrnent. vs. 45-48.

Our lesson is part of one of the longer foiish virgins, and -,%e shall bu shnt out from
discourses of jesus and w-as spOken ait .1 time his kingdoin at iast.
wvhen the scribes and phiarisues bad declared Il. Christ bias appointed soine work, to
theniselves bis eneniies and sougbit to "1catch eilch of bis servants. We are not to live for
sornetbing oi, of his rnouth, that they rniight our own selfish ends, but lu hive for Christ,
accuse hirn" (ch. Il: 5' , 54). It is ful of and to do ail the good we can in the worlcl.
..olernn instruction ini regard to the nature otf The renson why God gives any talent, or-
truc discipieship. position, or influence is thlat it rnay hie used

1. Thie truc followers of Jesus are to be like
serv-ants wu'o are awaiting their înaster's retuini
fronm a wedding. H-e is sure to corne, but they
do not know the exact hour su they have their
long loose robes tueked up under their girdles
and their Ian or torches, lighted 1 so that
as soon as lie cornes in sighî they nxay bu ready
to rneut hirn ani wuit upon birn. A rnaster
wvho bas such servants wili greatiy hunor thern 2
and wuill treat theni as kin-dly as; they treat him.
So Christ is coming again, e, t! do flot knowv
just uvhen,4l but hie is certainly conifg tu each
one of us wvhun he calls us to hîmiself at death,
so %ve oughî to be ready ail the ti'wie. He
does not wvant uls to bc standing idie rnean
tirne, but bus), about the varinus doueLs hie
gives us fron: day to day. A hurglar clous flot
,Îve any wvarniflg, but if anyone kow that

his gyoing to tr. and break mbt the house
sorne time during the niglit, h.c will mvatcb su
as flot to be robhed wvhite 1' is seyn.Su
wve need flot expect that st,.anige wüendrr-
fui tbings itvili precede Christ's ;ce iemig. If Nvu
are nct w:akuftl and 'vatchfül hu 'viii coru
wvben 've are spiritualiy si.eping liku% ilet

for tus glory andt the good of otflers,.5 If we
keep tbis nA niind he wvill bless uis in our
work.(i, It wvill bring us niuch joy wbiie we
do it. and %vider opportunities of doing good
will open up before u-. Then, when ail c5ur
work ini tl'is wvorId is finished, wve wvill receive
the crown of life at bis hand. If, on the other
hand, uve forget our responsibility for our
blessings and pIrivileges, 7 if we use thern to
gratifyý our amibition, or vanity, or love of
plea'sure ; if ive are seifish and tyrannical,
covetoius and passionate, living for our own
pleasures only, and forgetfui that Christ is
colning to asl, how we have used ail the bless-
ings hU bas ivn is- -then hie wviIl corne w'bun
we do' rot eýxpecl birn,S and our punisliment
Nviii bce xactly whai wve have deserved. Sorue
whoin we regard as ver>' bad indeed wili flot
be really as guilty as 'vu are. They may have
had, fuwer opportunities for Iearning their duty
and les-, hellp froui the gond exatuple of others.
Surcly if %vu wubo bave Christian parents and
friends. church and Sabbath school, eduication
and chnotll ormes, dIo flot try lu love and
serve Ourgomiandgracious Savtinuir, wve will de-
st-rve at last lu L be Laîen %ithnxary sltriies."O

iat.25: 1. 2 Ruev. 3.: 21. 3 lut. -: 8, c). 4 ch. 21:,4-36; 1 Thesýs. S- 2-6-; Rev. 3: 3;
16:* 15. 5 1 Cor. 4: 2. 6- Mat. 25- 21, 22, Luke 19): 17, 26. 22: 29. 7 R'om. 2. 4; 2 Pet. 3:
9. 8 P1rov. 29: z; i Thess. 5: 3; Rev. à: 3. 9J Luke 10-: 13-15: Jas. 4: 17; 2 Pet. 2. M1;
Jonah .4: 11; 1 Tirn. 1: 13; Johin 15: 22, Luu'. S.-17,1 Rom). 2: 14, [5.

1~sss . Watching does nut imply inactivity. 2. Godl's ble-ssings tu us should, Le
shared with others. 3. Beware of suif. in lulgence, it lends to sinful exces . 4. God' pun
is.hiinents are surc and terrible. 5. The loe of Christ in the hueart is the only sure antidote
%-ainst -"f1eshly lusts,."


