
suire howillanswer unmistnkoesbly. We do not Snutl refused to bx- convinced by defeats or nny
knowv in what manner the answer camne to othor evidence of the faet of David's right to,
David, but it wo.s very clear and definite. re.ign. Ife confesses (Ch. 3: Io) that he had
Sometimes God answers us very distinctly ail along known that God would translate the
through circumstances. Ho shuts US up to kingdo from Saul's house to David's house.
taking one of two ways by closing the other 1 ut leliad been so trainod ta .iatend against

Zganst us. Ho stops us in the way by obstacles 1 David, and hiad so cultivated a spirit of enmity
tt we maybe led toconsideroulr vays. Somoe-1towards hin, that ngninst his own botter
times by sorte passage in the Scriptures flash-. knowledge ho had pcrsisted and made Ishbosh-
ing its light upon us, even while wve speak with eth king oser Israel. We should be careful
him, ho tolls us of our duty. Sornetimies ho not to feed feelings of enmity and prejudice.
sends a mcssenger-a friend or acquaintance at Such feelings wiIl grow into vcritable clouds
a critical moment to counsel in his name, and that will prevent us seeing the real facts con-
help us ta, a right decision. Many of us have cerning those whom we oppose and blind us to
had these experiences, and each can recali lis their just rights.
own, but the point to be remernbered is that ADDED P'OINTS.
God will reveal his way to those who earnestly
seek to know it. i. We serve God at times as well by pas.

5. We are show»t the beauty of a naiz- s;ive.ly waiting as byactivoly working. 1'They
mnous spitrd. David's commendation of the also serve who only stand and wait.1»
mon of jabesh-Gilead, and bis invocation of th2,. AtrpivotaI points God-rclittnce is botter
blessing upon them, because they had given tan soîf-reliance.
Saul a decent burial teaches this. The lesson is 3- ht %vould be a foolish pride that would&
ai the more beaut.iful when we remembor the lead a traveller to take a Nvrong road rather
fairness with which David had treated Saul than ounfebs ignorance by inquiring. Lot us
duning bis life ie. Saul had chosen to show understand the limitations of our knowledge.
himself as an enemy, but David lad not
retaliated in kind. Ho had repeated oppor. 4. Fair words as ta, the dead corne most ap.
tuiides of taking Saul's life had ho chosen. fpropriatelyf[rom thosewho havebeen fais tothemn

Now hat e ws dod hodislaysthe ag-in life. A flowerpgven into the living hand is
nanimity of true greatness in blessing those ibte hi oso vetso h olx
who, had performed the burial rites of bis I5. Belore v.e enter on a divisiWe course like
enemy. His spirit is commendable. Let us Abner's, lçt us think into what civil war and
not bo enemies towards those who may choose inter-necino strife we mnay be plunging those
ta make themselves enemies towards us. Let Iaround us.
us see their good points and credit them for 6.. Lot us dare to bo honest even though it
to say ofi they we dad.hv ohngsieu oenlye u atc fre roi apsiioo.
tofthe hile thy iead. havel notn spaeu re frs.uormered om apsiin ae

6. Thte persisiezce of an en;nhty that has 7. God is not bouncl by human laws of
beet mu//iz'aled. Abner the gieat general of. primo-goniture.

THE BLACKBOARD.
By Resv. R. K. AnitAirAM, D. Se., Bîîrlington, Ont

DAVID'S GREATNESS.
Fellowship withi God. vs. 1.
Affectionate obedience. VS. 2.
1 nquiring the will of God. VS. I.

Thoughtfulness-of others. vs. 6.
Humble acceptarice of trust from God. vs. 7.
Firm trust in God.
Uniform dependence on God.
Loyalty to Gad.

LESSON 1l-July 12th, 1896.
David King over ail lsrael. 2 SAM.f 5 1-:12.

.(Commit to memorij verses 10.18).
GOLDEN TEXT: "David went on, and grew great, and the LMrd God of hosts was with hlm."

2 Sam. 5:. 10.
PROVE THAT-The Lord rewards the faithful. Ps. ioi: 6.
SHoRTER CATECHisbf. Quest. 66. W/taiis iltereason anz.exed/oite_ fittconzimanid,zen? A

The rec=on annexed to the fifth commandment, is a promise of long life and prospority
(as fat as it shall serve for \God's glory and th.eir ovwn good) to aIl such as keep this
commandment.

-('33)


