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The annual convention of the Canadian National
Council of Women will be held in Montreal, May 12
to 16. This gathering increases in importance cach
year, since each successive meeting becomes more
representative of Canadian women in every walk of
life and every organi<ation.  Also the purpose of the
Council is becomng each year better understood.

Many important topics will be discussed in the
May meeting—matters of large interest to women
both at home and in public ; while questions affect-
ing the conditions and status of womanhood will be
dealt with by clever women speakers.

Itis hoped that as many Canadian women as pos-
sible will endeavour to be present at the annual
gathering.

TORONTO.

The council has this moath sustained a great loss
in the death the hon. vice-president, Lady Smath,

Several special mecungs of the council have been
called in connection with the approaching annual
meeting of the National Council, in Montreal, in
May; at which the resolution proposed by the local
councils and nationally organized societies through-
out Canada, were carefully considered.

Miss Hart, of the Young Ladies’ Catholic Literary
Society, will go to Montreal from this councii to read
a paper on ** How Canadian Women Can Promote
Canadian Literature.”

The Guild of St. Agatha, of St. George's Church,
has federated with the council.

Miss Elliott’s name having come up some time pre-
viously as applicant for the position of inspector of
asylums, gaols, etc., her application was endorsed
by the following resolution: ** The Toronto Local
Council of Women, reahsng the great ability that
Mss Elliott has for the fiuthful carryving out of the
work required from the woman inspector ot asylums,
gaols, ete., and all places where women are confined,
do most heartily vnite in asking for her appointment
to the above office.”

Toronto Local Councsl has nonnated a number of
ladies as delegates to attend the N. C. annual meet-
mg.

gI‘hc Toronto Council is much interested in the
proposed reforms of the Prisoners’ Aid Society, and
have been investigating, with the result that the
following re~olutinns were passed :—

*¢That, in consideration of the great evil likely to
result to first offenders and comparatively innocent
persons from association with hardened criminals,
the T. L. C. do carnestly and respectfully urge the
City Council to provide such separate accommoda-
tion for the different classes of prisoners as will
wsure their bewug anable 10 commumcate with one
another during the peniod they are awmting trial,
and that the following ladies be delegates to urite
with the delegrates from the Prisoners' Aid Associa-
tion to wait upon the City Chuncil and urge speedy
action—Mrs. Willoughby Cummings, Mrs George
Dickson, Mrs. Geo. Kerr, Mrs. Hodgins.”

“That the T. L. C.. i« in most hearty sympathy
with the idea of the Cottage Homes for both bovs
and girls nstead of the large wstitntions at present
existing, believing that the system is the most suc-
cessful in the training of the children.”

‘““That the T.L.C. realising the great benefit not
only to saciety at large but more particularly to the
unfortunate inebriates and vagrants, do most heartily
ca-operate with the Prisvoners” Aid Society in their
offarts to establish an asvlum for inebriates, and a
home for vagrants.”

M. E. Dievay, Ree. Scecy.

275 George St. i

PORT ARTHUR.

This progressive council of women, numbering
about cight hundred, was organized *wo years ago
by Her Excellency the Countess of Aberacen,  Mr.
Frank Gibbs, Port \rthur, was clected president,
and «till continues in that capacity to direct and lead
its various movements and ventures,

Port Arthur was the tirst town in the Daminion of
Canada to form a local council in affiliation with
the National Council of Women, the movement have
ing previonsly been confined to the cities: also the
first to found a Wowan's Exchangre in councetion
with the same.  This council has alsa other eminent
successes aud enterprises to report. It imgurated
the opening of the Waoman's Fxchange with an art
cxhibition, which proved financially remunerative
heyond expectation, as well as wsthetically gratify-

ing. From its mception this counul has aimed to
promote amd culuvate the literary taste of its mem-
bers by having m connection with nearly all ats
meetings @ literary lhour, for which is provided
readings, lectures, papers for discussion, music, ete.
At preseat the different societies of which the council
15 composed are engaged mn coliecting a fund for
the Armenizns.,

Lady Aberdeen has graciously made three visits
to Port Arthur in the interests of thiv useful institu-
tion, conferring with its execative and speaking at
public meetings to explain the veed for such an
association and its special objects and aims. The
achievements of the council are positive proofs that
her efforts have not been fruitless.

The regular sustaining power, the constant inspir-
ation, the fountain of enthusiasm and impelliog
energy which prosper this council are chiefly derived
from its able president, Mrs. Gibbs, who devotes
freely time, talent and moncy to the purposes it
involves, which are so dearly cherished in her heart
and largely elaborated in the activities of her life.

The members are pleased ana ready to acknow-
ledge, individually and collectively, the bencfits
directly and indirectly, socially and generally, which
they have expericnced in consequence of this bond of
sodality. It delights them to give a detailed ac-
count of their cooking school,theprogrammes of their
weekly meetings, ete., when suitable opportunity
occurs, but they feel they cannot conscientiously let
any occasion pass unimproved when they may ad-
vise the women of other towns aad cities to form a
council, in view of the conveniences it affords to
facilitate all works of reform and philanthropy.

HALIFAX.

This being the first time the Halifax Local Council
has sent a report to your journal, I may mention that
our council consists of 21 federated societies, eight
annual patrons and five individual members. The
following officers were clected at our annual meeting
on January 29th :—President, Mrs. Chas, Archibald ;
vice-presidents, Hon. Mrs. Montgomery-Moore, Mrs.
Fuller, Mrs. Richey, Mrs, Mackintosh, Miss O'Brien
and Miss Johnstone ; treasurer, Mrs, J. W. Longley;
recording secretary, Miss Creighton ; corresponding
secretary, Miss Henry.

We had a most successful annual mecting ; our
business meeting for receiving reports of federated
societies, reports of secretares and treasurer, con-
sideration of resolutions brought before the councy,
and election of officers, being held in the afterncon,
ana a public mecting in the evening, at which we
were honoured by the presence on the platform of
His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, General Mont-
gomery-Moore, His Grace the Archbishop, His Lord-
ship the Bishop of Nova Scotia, Rev. Principal Pol-
lock, Rev. Dr. Gordon, and other prominent citizens.
Interesting and suggestive papers were read, the
subjects veing, * Domestic Science,” ** Art Educa-
tion in the Province,” and on the question, ¢ How
Can tins Couneil Help the Children of Halfax? "

Our council bas passed a resolution asking for
legislation towards <eeping children and young girls
off the streets after 9 pom., and we aope that our
efforts may be <accessful.  We have also asked for
the appomtment of women on the school boards. So
far, that request has not been granted, but as a re-
sult of a similar request from the Yarmouth Council,
a woman (the president of heir council) has been
appointed there, so we hope that soon we may also
besuccessful.  We have succeeded in getting much
better accommodation at the police station for
female (and also for male) prisoners; also in having
A new matron appointed for the immigrant shed, the
former one having been most unfit for the position.

At our anmnual meeting it was suggested that our
council should send out an appeal to the women of
Nova Scotia asking for a minimum subscription of
five cents fiom every womanand girl in the province
in aid of the Armenians. This was done, with the
gratifying result that our treasurer received in a few
weeks the sum of §2,341, and more is coming n.
This money has been sent to Lady Henry Somerset,
to be forwarded by her to Miss Clarz Barton, at
present working in Avmenia.

We have a quarterly mecting at the end of April,
at which a young lawyer is to address the council
and give us information on the subject of the circula-
tion of impure and deteriorating literature a matier
he has been much interested in lately and which
lacal councils have been asked to inquireinto.

There has been a great deal of interest aroused in
the work of our council since our annual meeting,
aud we all feel very much encouraged by the success
we have already attained.

.. HEeNRY, Cor. Scc. H.L.C.
QUEBLC.

The sccond annual mecting of the Quebee Local
Council of Wamen took place at the Chatean
Froentenac on Wednesday the 24th March at 3.30
p. m. Both in point of attendance and interest, the

meeting was most successful; some three hundred
ladies being present.  Her Excellency the Countess
of Aberdeen presided.  His Honour Lieut.-Governor
Chapleau and Madame Chapleau, honourary presi-
dent for the Province of Quebec ; Sir Henry Joly de
Lotbuuere, Abbe Paquet, representing Archibishop
Begwn ; Lady Casault, presidemt Quebec Local
Council, and members of its Executive sat on the
right and left of Her Excellency, His Lordship
Archbishop Dunn and Rev. Mr. Love of St, Andrew's
Church were prevented from being present by ab-
sence from Quebec,

Themeeting opened with silent prayer, The annual
report was then read by the corresponding secretary.

It stated that the reform in the laws of the prison
of the district, recommended by the Quebec Local
Council lastyear, had accomplished most satisfactory
results.

This year the work of the council will be to secnre
the training of young girls from the country as
domestic servants.  For this purpose the Franciscan
Nuns and the Women's Christian Association will
start classes as soon as possible. As a practical
effort to suppress the spread of immoral literature,
the Q. L. C. has formed reading circles, hoping to
encourage good, healthy reading in our midst.

Interesting reports from twelve affiliated societies
jollowed, and an admirable paper by Miss Stuart,
Freach sccretary of the Q. L. C.

HerExcellency then delivered an eloquent address,
which was listened to with deep attention. It in.
spired all with a desire as members of the council,
if true to its principles, to make a still greater effort
to extend the Golden Rule to Society, Custom and
Law.

After short speeches from His Honour the Lieu-
tenant-Governor and other gentlemen present, it
was moved by Lady Casault, seconded by Mrs.
Huanter Dunn :—

“That the Quebec Local Council fully recognizes
that it owes its existence, and such measure of
success as it has attained, chiefly to the unfailing
intetest and encouragement received from Her
Excellency the Countess of Aberdeen, and that it
wishes to express its grateful appreciation of her
kindness in undertaking a tedious journey in winter
for the sole purpose of being present at its annual
meeting.” This resolution was carried unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 6.30.

’ICTORIA, B. C.

The Local Council of Victoria and Vancouver
Island holds its regular meetings every second
Monday in the month.

The meeting in March was postponed till the 17th
on account of important papers having been received
from the National Council of Women. These papers,
namely, the Preliminary Agenda for the approaching
annual meeting of the National Council of Women
of Canada, and the nomination papers for the same,
were read at this meeting and copies of the resolu-
tions were sent to the various affiliated societies to
enable them to discuss them and propose any amend-
ments, if desired, prior to attending a special general
meeting called for March 3oth, at which the nomina-
tion papers were adopted asa whole and the agenda
also with the exception of a few amendments. The
papers were then returned as desired to Her
Excellency the Countess of Aberdeen, president of
the National Council of Women of Canada. The
Local Councit will held its last regular meeting on
April 13th,

Epitit HiLpa ScarrFg, Cor. Sec.

WINNIPEG.
WOMAN'S ARTS ASSOCIATION.

The ceramic exhibition held here recently was a
great success.  Three moderately sized rooms were
thrown open, onc of which was used {or serving tea;
as the weather was cold this beverage was very ac-
ceptable. The rooms looked very pretty with the
dainty china tastefully arranged, some hanging on
the walls, some lying on odd-shaped tables and the
remainder in pretty cabinets. The Toronto china
received a greatdeal of praise and was certainly very
artistic. Two lovely pictures by Jules Brety were
verv kindly loaned for the cxhibition.

The Very Rev. Canon O'Meara delivered a very
interesting and instructive lecture a few cvenings
ago; the weather being disagreeable, kept a large
numbec away, Several other geatlemen have kindly
offered to lecture for us whenever we wish them to
do so.

A class of ladies painting on china meet every
Friday morning, when Mrs. Hamilton (a teacher
here) very kindly helps all with her suggestions or a
touch with her brush. Mrs. Braedy, a well-known
artist here, is also very good 1o the association, and
comes in to criticise and give encouragement to
those working in oils.

The association is now better known and we hope
for great things in future days.

GERTRUDE C. DREWRY, Scc.




