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and onc simple sentence changed ini
fromn the brilliant. godiess, self-satisfied
Rhetoritician into a powvcrfui religious in-
fluence.

Here, on thc other iarni, is a religious
youth who opens a niere magazine article
wvritten against bis faith, ; lie throws off
the early influences of home like a gar-
ment, and plunges licnceforward into the
senseicss guif of doubt.

Here, again, a pure, untaiànted mind Nvili
take up a book wvhichi is foui and sug-
gestive, and the very coursc of nature is
set on fire ; a turning point conies, and
the old in~nocence is gone forcver. You
iiîay have observed, even iii your friends,
changes fromn day to day, which are like
the shadows chasing one another on the
hillside.

A niind naturally gcntle and sympathetir
passes into a phase of cynicismi, thinks it,
for the tinie, the correct thing to question
everyonc's motives. and to doubt wvbcther
siniplicity and sincerity have any exist-
ence, in this wvorld at lcast. You find, on
enquiry, that lie lias been reading sonie
sucli cynicai book as \Tanity Fair. Or, on
the other hiand. one wvho bas becu bitherto,
indifferent to ail noble impulses, secmns to

be filled with great thoughts of service
and devotion. You find that the change is
due to the biography of some hieroic soul
whîciihas been playing upon the springs
of thoughit and feeling.

But if these companions in sober bind-
ings are s0 potent over us for good or for
ili, is it not clearly necessary to challenge
tbcmn sharply befure we allowv thein to
come to, close quarters ? M~ay WvC not
practise here that dignified exciusiveness,
wvhich elsewlherC wve are only too rcady
to practise. Every book shouid be
fornially introduced to us, niot only by its
own introduction, but by sorte independ-
ent and trustworthy authority.

And nio' sonie one may ask, W\ho shalh
bc our adviser in this tuatter of choosiiig
whiat we niay rend ? \Ve will venture to,
answver the question by saying that as it
is better to go fricndiess than to, hava
false friends, so it is better to hiave no
books than bad books. God, nature, man,
are accessible always ;read thenm. The
Bible, Wordswo>rth, Mý-ilton, are accessible
to vonu* try to rend theml. For the rest,
wvhere thic henrt ardeiîtly sceks wvisdoin
tlîc wîsc are not far away.

J. P. CLINTON.

LITERPATUJRE 0F GREECE

MVen WC Speak, of the iterature of
Greece wc spcak of tlie iiigbitiust force 'of
a inigity nation, for witbout doubt the
niost powerful and imost lasting influience
of the sous of Hellen bans beeti that arising
fronti tbecir writings. NoL an influence
tvbicb bias aiffectcd iierely the subsequent
literature of the* civilizcd wnrld, but an in-
iluience wbich bias tcndcd to enniole and
clevate masthougbits and place before
iii lofticr anid grander ideals, and luit

hini liighcr and nearcr to tic ideal lufe.
One cannot followv the thougbits of thio:C

grand old mai.sters, or study thecir concep-
tions of the origiîî and end of things, or
of the divine dispictsatioîî and tic relation
of iiian to bis gods. tvitbout bcing iinspircd
by higlier tbougbits and inobler aimis.

Grecce Was the home of the pocts. Ili
fact. for severai centuries, fromn the timie
tbat ltcrature becanie a part of the Grec-
ianl people. no prose writngs appearcd nt
aIl, but the thoughits and rainds of the
writcrs came liefore thc public iii verse
forîn.

Not then, as nowv, <lid the poet publisli
his poemis to be rend by the public, but lie
recite<i bis lays to those who wouid listra..
In order that these mighit bc more pleasing
to the car, every hîarsliness; or discord tvbich
would tend to jar thîc rythmic flow of the
wvords wvas carcfully overcomec, coxîsequent-
]y giving to the Grecian poctry its beau-
tifîîl euplhony.

Thie bards contcstcd one tvith znothier
for supreîîîacy in tlheir art, and decision
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