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EXPOSITION.

'Let hini be tinta thee as the Gentile and the
publican."- Matt. xCv1ii. 17.

% ERE these %vords of jesus spokenI
Ilé forJewor Gentile? Plainly they

wvere intencled only to fit the Jew. Christ,
then, in this anti-Pentecostal teaching, %vas
only attencling to the immediate needs of
bis hecarers, and wvas not laying clown laws
for Jew~ and Gentile alikce, and to be
observed after Pentecost. But, asw~e have
elsewvhere shown, his language fits into bis
Pentecostal teaching, perfectly, seeing it
wvas ail to be superseded by the adet
of the Spirit as only teacher.

But what about the word pitblicaii?
Was jesus, in using this tern, accoinmodat-
ing hirnself to the prejudices of bis hearers,
or wvhat wvas its import in this connection ?
The feelings of dislike to, the publican, on
the part of the jew~, %vas intense. H1e w~as
the outwvard sign of his country's subjuga-
tion to a forcigu power.

That jesus dici fot share this prejudice
is abundantly evident, for, not only did
the publicans hear him gladly, but lie
actually chose one of bis aposties frorn
that class.

We con Iess, therefore, that the %vord
/mbhca;i in this connection is to us obscure.

THE LEAST IN THE KINGDOM.

ES17S said, Johin the Baptist w'as
the grreatest of the prophets. H1e

also said that the Illeast in the king-
(loin " was gyreater than Johin the Bap-
tist.

Hie eithier mneant something definite
'm'lien lie said this or hie did not.

If the Il least. in the ingicdom " was
gyreater than John the Baptist, it muitst
have been iii somne one or miore respects.

It mnay hiave been that Jesuis referred
to John thieBaptist's faith. When Johin
sent to Jesus the qunestion II Art thon hie

thiat shouid corne, or do0 we look1 for
antiothier?" is it possible that the great
forerumiiier's faitu was wavering 2 We
ourseif incline to that opinion. At
the saie time we give ample sC01)C
and verge enioughy for another to difier
iii opinion froîn us, not only in titis but
in evcry other inatter except the Il wallk
in the Spirit." There cannot tue two
opinions here. And it is positively tUce
that there are somne thing-s that there
cannot be twvo opinions about and the
christiani standard be maintained. For
instance, no one eau tue a Christian
andl distuelieve iii God. Furthier, no0 011(i

can reniain Christian and reject God as
a gruide. Or if they with malice afore-
thoughit or afterthought cithier, for that
miatter, Iiiiit God in bis guidance or
substitute any person or. thingy in the
universe as a guide tlîey are just as coin-
pletely heathen as the old Druidicat
Britons wvho substituted the sun for
God and %vorshipped it on S8unday and
the moon on ïMonLlay.

We say this substitution must be
donc kinowvingly. Vlie Roman Catholie
church, in Luther's time, erred to the ex-
tent tlat they rejected the gyreater li ght
that we believe Luther learned directly
from God. Il is reported of Lufher,
we linow iîot w'itl whiat accuracîr, that,
as hie was ascending on hiskesa

flighit of steps, called P1ilate's stair,
scarcely hiad ie reaclied mnid'vay wherî
thîe text IIthe just shall live by faith"
recurred to his mmid.

Shocked at bis own folly in uinder-
takingy to obtain by workis what only eaui
le obtained by faith, lie arose fromn his
linces and fled from. the place withi shamne
and humiliation. The pope's promise
that whoever should climib this stair iin
this way should have his sins expiated,
had no more attractions for Luther. God


