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A FEýW FIRST WORDS.

Whien preparing ftic flrst sentences, of the flrst page, of the flrst issue
of this monthly 'work, out hand inscribed and our heart -dictated as

'0 one thing we are assured. A severer ordeal docs not await us
thaît that through which others have passed in testifying the same
thiings. lu no age of the world bas the Lord's cause been popuiar:
awng no people have the people of God, vouching for the truth, been
well î'eceived. P3r.secution lias been their portion: mat 'tyrs their coni- f.

pa-ns and coînforters. Abel was slain ; Josephwas enslaved ; Moses
w:ît- a.1,méred lind wl thstood ; Jeremiali was irnprisoned; Jesus was cru-i
cifiid ; PiPeter, and .Jamnes were martyred-and since these illus-
trions exaînples, a bost of beavenly witnesses bave also been làvored
witli 0-h pî'ivilege of bciucg doonied bo the like noble su-fferirig. Human
nature is nuo botter i ow than ancient1y; -and therefore we anticipateJ
îîothin- boýttcr as our living inheritauce thitn whzýt is recorded in the
history of the faithful siirîce the %vorld began.'

* Such %vas the spirit with which we began laboring through the pressa
at tlte close of t845; and al1thougli we bad only seen twenty-four birth
day.s, wve do to-day. heaî'tily bless the Gracions Master that we were

*enabled to begùîii our lahors with sueh ýviews and anticipations. Cer-
tailliy we have not been disappointed: for in ail our, struggles it bas i.
beîk roieiubered that others have passed through sýenes And sufferings
equla!ly severe with no better present reward, and it bas also, becn


