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But liere 1 arn *alled away to diseourso to an assem bly, and must
bld you adieu for the present.

Yours in the love of the gospel,
Ci-ainalic, 23r ni ilay. ID. OLI1PHANT.

TRE NEW TESTAMENT STANDARD.
1acg 31t Mlar-ch, 1853.

BROTHIIE OLIPIIANT:-Though personally a stranger to you, yet
hiavingl becoiiie acquaiuted through the mediumu of your valuable
Monthly, I arn encouraged to addrcss you a few Unes. Iu the first
place I would observe thiat it is about ciglit ycars since I becarne, a
ienmber of the J3aptist Chureli in Montreal; at which tiînc I, together
with one of the lcadin1g memibers of that clîurch, advoeatcd the very
prineiples whiehi you hiave so ably contendcd for in the Cihristian
Baier. I rcfer to 3,our valuable «articles on Position and Principles
of Disciples, Preachiers-People, &c., prineiples whicli if carî-icd out
iii thecir bearing wilîl revelation would cfetually advance the cause
of Christ. It is now five ycars since ! scttlcd in tijis rcgion, during
wvhieh 1 have had to eontcnd iwitli rnaly of the viseissitudes of tis
life; and thougli unconnected witlî any cliurch I stili cnjoy the con-
solation of the gospel. Tiiere is nowv a body of Baptists witlîin thre
miles of iny residecc w'ho associatcd as a cliurchi iuany ycars ago
but about the tiîni I settlcd licre thcy %vere cntirely disorganized.
About a year ago Eider Fitch carne along and again associatcd theon,
on the principle that old quarrels wcere not to bc înentioned. Hie also,

1on that occasion and on another baptizcd, I suppose, upward of
twenty.

Mr, Fitech lias made thcrn another visit this winter. 1 happe-ned
to bc prescrnt at a mieeting latcly, previously to whîclî 1 liad soine con-
versation with Mr Fitehl-on sueh topies as Election, the inconsistency
of Oalvin's views, Faitlî or belief big vohtintary, and prcceded by
the gift of the IIoly Spirit-on which we scexned to agyrcc. After
the Elder's addrcss, lie wishcd to hear those present eay somcthing
for God, as lie termcd iv'. Ail relatcd somcthingr peculiar to them-
selves and their feeliings. 1 also beingr looked for to speak, tlîough,
nota inember, read for instruction part of the second chapter of the
Aets. XVc tiiere found tlîat tlîe great characteristies of this niother
churcli were that thcy coiitinued steadfast ini the apostles' doctrine,
brealring, of brcad, fellowslîip, and prayers; ani by rcviewing IPetcr's
mernorablc sermon fthroîughout, we found that the prominent features
were the Divirkity, Death, Regurrection, and Exaltation of Jesus, in-
eulcating on the mon of Israel repentance, baptism, and offering
remîssion of sinsi and the gift of the ffely Spirit--tbat a churoli
founded on the foundation of the apostles, however * sequestered « or
few in number tlîey niay be, have the Lord's assurance that lie. will
be- witî 'theni;-..--that tho influence of suci xnay be great whule others
behold -their order, their honorable walk,-and their love for one another
andexenîplary lives, reporting that God is in them of a truth. 'That
sofar as'Iunderstood, the church-had appointed ýIDeacons,- but 1-.*erè
without Eiders, aud in this they were not folloWors .'of the primitive


