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king of Gerar. Ie 'vas now in the Philis-
tines country. Kede3li lay to the South-
east, and Shur to the siotbt-west of the
promnised landl(.

V. 2.- The Patriarch's visit to, this
Philistine P>rince wvas not at its commence-
ment honorable to hini or to bis partner,
neithier of therm baving acted with the
siinplicity and inîegrity, becoming scr-
vants of Godl. Insteacl of ap pearing there
in thecir true character as blusband and
wjfe, :lîey liad agrced to appear as brother
and sister. IlAbraham said of Sarali bis
wife,-Slie is îny sister." Ife wvas led to
take this lunwortby and unwise s:ep fromn
waut of confiudence in the presence aîîce
protcctin.- Providence of Hini who lîad
said- 1 Flear not 1 arn tby shield." Be-
lieving- that lie d'velt aînong a lawless
people, anîd fearing that they night slay
the husband to gain possession'of tie wifc,
Sut attractive and beautiful, lie with lier
concurrence, se speaks ani acts, as to Icave
the impression, that the relation between
thein was of an etiiely dîfferent character.
TDis vvas; in itself wvrong, and like ail un-
belicving expedients wvas p2rnticions and
perilons Min its tendencies hotu as rcspected
themselves ami others. The effects soon
began to appear. 'l'le king of Gerar be-
cornes enaînottred of Abraham's sister, and
purposes te inake lier his wife.

V. 3.-Sarali is takzeit fromn the tent of
Abraliam tiîat slîe may becoîne the ivife or
luore probably one of the %vives of a lbil-
iit l>rince. S le would hecome the wife

orpawamourcf anotîter. AIraliamn'as sielel
conies to lis protection. In a dream God
warnsthe king at lus peril to, proceed ne
farther. Thou art but a dend man-tliy
life is in jeopardy, ali but forfeited,-Wliy ?
For tlîe woman wlîiclî tîîou hast taken,-
"for she is a mlin 's wife.'> llow clear and
stem anîl universal is tîîis D)ivine proluibi-
foui of lolygiy ! The woman svas beau-
dful-tLe afiffection for lier was strong. but
the discovery tliat sîse was the wife of an-
ouluer must imnmediately preveat evea a
king froîn prii -ceding any fartiier.
V. -4.-Alîirtuelecli's proewas formcd

M entire inorance 0Salusreal rela-
Ouship to Alîraham. Informned of tue

th, lie appeals to God wîo bacwarned
in of bis perilous position. Il Wilt tliou
ýo siay a rigbIteous nation ?" Like a

rater lie plends for lus people, fearing
t Divine judgunents may corne upon
eau. The rigliteouns w ii he pleads

tiien inuioccy or tguiltlessiiess în M/is
oiler.
Vv. 5, 6.-E,'ven lie lîîmself wns gîuiltless
intentional wronig, both parties lîaving

ten the same statemnt of thoir relation
ench other. 'l'le appeal is sustained.
tec is guilt in the transaction, but it is
t Abiincleclî's nor his people's. Jeho-

valu testifies te lus innocence, in couse-
quence of wvliehl he linî restraitied Muin,

frein riuslîingý, ini igilou'auîire jîlto aiti tlnlacoful
conhieetioîî. Our upriglît initenteions înay
lie îleaded ns an excuse, for a -tyrotiig course
only wlicn -tve could not know Letter.-
Gnoo intentionîs willtiîot inake wvrong, riglît,
nor lie lield as tin excuse, %vlien otur ignio-
ranice is wilful, or wbcî wc (Io îlot diligent-
ly use the mentis of knowt1eege. WCe lîcre
learn that grea: as lîimitait Nvetskiess is it
wounld bc greater huit for tlic restraiîiug in-
fluences of Divine Providence and pro-
venting grace.

V. 7-l)îty wvas now to be disclîarged.
Ile is îuow cnbilcised, andî Goc ii tiust iiow
hc obeyecl, the vonuaxi restoreil and the
pravers of Abîrahamn solivited. Propliet lîcro
luis its generic meunig; it dous îlot meait
a preilictor of future eveuits, but n teaclier,
a servant of God, callcd and qualilicd to iii-
struet mea ini tlî tlîiigs of God, anud to,
plead witlî God in tlîeir bliaI?.

V. 8.-Tliis beatiien prinîce proî-eeds to
net at oncee upon tlîc kîîosvlýc o? 111s duty
jîîst iniparted. Not ouîly restores to Alîra-
bari lus own, but addsi tîtereto, v'aib1e
gifîs. Deep impressions arc Icft by bis in-
tereouîrse witb tbe God ot Alîraliau. Scrip-
tuire funislies many sulisequten t exainpIes
o? tlie saine kind, sut-b as thue repentatice; of
te king and people of Ninevelh at the

pu-eacbing of dooali. Alas tliat s,ý usany in
clîristian lanîds and sabluatli se-lools romnain
insensible, aud impenitent, andi disobedient,
tlîougli so often called by God to repent.

Vv. 9, 1.-In ttîis rensonsseralice of
Abinielocu with Abrahiam, tiiere is mtuch. to
admire and to commend. Ife niiglîc bave
tauntcd Abrahiam with lus gross inconsis-
tcocy. He nàiglie bave asked lîim wliere
was bis religion, bis faitli, lus conjugal love,
and whtat wotild bave lîcen luis position and
thc position of bis wife, if thte Lord lîad not
in mercy turned ii fronm the course into,
wlîich lie might have almnost said thiat
Abrahiam led lîim. Ife refrainis fromn al
tauîs:ing words. Mildîy, liut faitliftills-. lie
repu-esents the wrong doue, asking wliat liad
icees seen in biunself or peoplu to justify
sucs a course?

V'v. il, 12.-AIuralînm's reply explains,
very partially excuses, but utterly fails te
justifyv bis procedure. le eu-plains his cour-se.
He wýas afraid of violenîce anîl deaili on
Sarali's account. Forgetting tue pas: pro-
tection and tie promises of Jeliovah, lie
soug-it out an uuwortiîy inivention to pro-
cure safety. le partiatly n-cuses his rom-se.
Wliat lie affirmed w-as truth, thiougli it left
a false impression. Slic iras lus sister, tIse
daugliter of Ilaran, wlîo wvas lus brotber by
lus fatlcr's qide, and thcrefore lus sister ac-
cording to oriental forms of expression. le
fils to justify Ilis course (I1) because it in-
volved dissimulation; (2) because it cviac-

2411865


