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erly by the district of Mackenzie is divid.
ed evenly into two, by a line running
porih und socach, The pew province of
Alberta includes the old district of Alberta
and the westerly half of the district of
Athabasca. The new province of Saskat-
‘chewan inclades the old districts ot Assini-
boia and Saskatchewan, and the easterly
half of the district of Athab 4. The dis-
trict of Keewatin is for the present to be
left as itdis, and the districts of Mackenzie
and Yukon as well,

The main questions were dealt with by
Sir Wilfrid Laarier under four heads: —

1. How many Provinces?

2. In whom should be vested the owner-
ship of the pablic lands?

8. What should be the terms?

4. The question of the school system.

The first question he answered by divid-
ing the territories Jinto two natural divi-
sions as to climate sand productiveness,
with the results given above,

The second was decided in favor of the
Domonion. The crown lands are to remain
the property of the Dominion. Sir John
Macdonald retnsed in 1884 to Zive Manito-
ba her lunas and there were still wtronger
reasons for refusing now to give these new
Provinces their lands, But, and here Sir
Wilfrid was very emphatic, they muast be
compensated geuerourly,

This brought him to the terms. The
population of each of the new Provinces
is estimated at the present time to be
250,000 each. The original treatment of
the old provinces at Confederation js to
be applied to these new  Provinces oy al-
lowing them an annonl grant of 80c, a
head Setting aside tor a moment, for the
suke of clear information, the basis of the
various itews, the minimom revenue of
the new Provinces will be as follows:—

For Civil Government ., . . $ 50,000
Ihe per bend allowance. .. 200,000
For devt allowance. .. . . 405,375
Compensation for lands... 375000

T oot 1,080,875

When the popalation exceedn 800,000 this
amount will be increased to $1,125,000. or
at least when the population reaches 1.200,
000, These terms are necessarily arbitrary

k;t.:no One can say that they are not Jib-
eral. In addition there is another allow-
ance of $65,000 a year for public build-
ings at the Capital The Capital of Alberta
is ftixed at Edmonton, which ia, perhaps,
return complement to Calgary for return-
ing an opponent of the government last
November The Capital of the new Pro
vince which inclade Assiniboia remains
of course at Regina.

The exemption from taxes of the C.” R.
continues, for the reason that Parliament
is debarred by the rights of contract of 1882
for repealing it. Sir Wilfria regretted
this.

When the premier reached the last of his
four points silence fell upon the chatterers
in the galleries and in the Chamber itgelf,
Old timers saw at once that the premier
was going to say sometning and say it
with that Jld tie vigor and eloquence
which formerly made the House sit up.
The government, he said, had been warn-
ed and threatened, and warned and threat-
ened from both sides. Such a subject has
always aronsed passions and prejudices,
and at such a solemn moment it behooves
them to aprroach the matter in A spirit of
charity and tolerance,

It would be idle to attempt to reproduce
this portion of the fpeech. It way elo-
quent, historical, argumentative, [lervid,
lspelllnﬂ. forcible, national , and present-
ed with u skill as keen as a rapier. The
system of separate schools established in
18756 by the unanimous consent of the
House of Commons is not disturbed by this
Bill, because it is part of the constitu
tion of Canada and made for the protec-
tion of the rights of the minority und in
the sixties n necessary prelimniary to Con-
federation

The Prime Minister spoke for two hours
and a half, the longest speech he has wade
in the House since he took office. On re-
suming his seat his follow.rs broke into
lond and prolonged cheers, and certainly
the performance wel] deserved the ackaow
ledgment,

The leader of the Opposition postponed
any remarks on the Bi|] itself until he
had an opportunity of studying it. and at
the moment had ot even xcen it, For
baf an hoar he twitted the premier with
im-unsinlency in declining to introduce
such a bill'a couple of years ago and
Kgreeing to do 8o now.

Mr. Haultain, premier of the Territor
les. und Mr. Bulyea,one of his colleagnes
in the government, occupied seats on the
flor of the House during the afternoon
‘;vllknin 8 few feet of the prime minister's

esk.




