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Buit it w-as fao late to ga in searuli of
ainotlie, and pleading ir- nt buisiness
andl willinguc-ss to iipiur il1 risks, the
foaniidabie iiniinal îw ý t- pawcr-
fi anîim; black as a-

Wliat c-an ic, moi-e inspi. Ag flian a
liorse-liaclc jauint across a northwest
prIairie? So, (1C51)te the cold and rain,
and non' anîd then a prodigrions leap) by
Tilac-k i-rawîke tlie ride n-as exhulcî-ating.r
It w-as two miles ta tlic br-idge. On ar-
riving- there, I fouîîd flic freshiet had
sweptitaway. Jutin iisighlit.bow-cevri,i
tIc i-gini of a fillc grove, w-as a. snlug
little cabiny and riding briskcly flîcre, tlic
liarking- of dogs and imy shuts lirouglit
flic propiitor to flic door, a bcvy of
flaxen hîaired tirclins at ]lis licols, ivitli'
cyc-s brimftl of curiosity.

IlIs there any w-ay to cross fthc river?"
asked I.

"Yes,"2 on ftic bridge," hoe rcplicd.
'rue bridge is -on: !11

wTcI1 thie»,1 there isn't any waty " lie
repi)ed.

IlBuit is thiere no place on flic stream
siîallow enoullgli ta b)c tordled?")

''Te scttivr scî-afcled his hicad, comie-
ally s-anncd nie and iîy hiorse leisurely,
and saud

ITalte flic road to the 1c-fti and youi
w-il) coic to tdie aid ford ; hoiv itw-ill lie
iii this flood I C-,ui't say. 'roll can fry if
tîtaugli, if yaîî like, nothing likze rying'.1

Tlicie Ivas no ne-d of tryi-ig I fonnd,
on reac-iiiig thoe spot. 'i'lere rolled the
ii -r d'-'-p) and w-ie( witli stccp banks on1
cacli siti'. Wliat w-as f0 bc donce? Cro
back ami wvait fil i ftic water-s subsided ?
Thiat w-as not Western. The gcîîuine
pionce- ni'cr Lhinks of giving up an Cii-

situdelvs of fi-outier life irakevs up a self-
r' aucea lov-c of advelîtîre , wlicl

nîakv's dang-r and <ifrieulty to lie cdurt-
rd ratlî'r tli;u slîînn-d: iid<-ed flic-vare

cî-'iyot-curences, addinig piquaicy
toprivation aînd ha-rdIsliiip. Aiîd, asI

loo<ieîd julto flic. iatur of flic, river-, thorec
rose- to vjcw thî'.. image of fthc ragged,

and in-iory -cca1ll'-d certain facfs îviiciî
1 hid lt-aried abouthis liorrow-ing- articles
of apparei for Iiimself and bride, and
niat4-riais foi- a -cdding suppaer INoîî-
to ispon persans iii flici>- conditionîs
w-as liardly- to lie~ fiîughit of. Sa cuiir-
rupl)iiîg to niy good steed w-e made flic
pi ingc-and a dccp plunige it was for tue
nimai above , as w-cii an the animal bce-

.ncath ,for the former went ilnder nearly to
the nekz howevc-ri tli orse soont rose
fo the sinuface, perinitiug his rider, by a
hiappy exc-rcisc of iliiwanfcd agility, to
strikze the qaddl'- a la fiirk,, which
position 1 prid(eutlv ket ui thc op-
posite bank wvas gained. Clamlieririg
uip thc stc-ep bankz, iy borrowed steed
went at a brea-niiiec-k pace the reinaining
five miles ta oiur destination. It w-as a
snmall frarne hantse, peced on a. swell of
land in the miidst ofa. -ide prairiedotted
Ivith an accasional cabin. Trhe divelling
w-as covercd only i'itlî rough boards, be-
tween w-hich tile ever-restless winds
camne and w-cnt at %vill. Alighting at
thec gate, a gray-lhaired man, the bride's
father, W-ho w".as cutting Wood in the
front yard, laid dawn ]lis axe and came
forward to takze iny horse. He c had, as
1 afterwards learned, sc-rved in ti flâ x-
jean wvar,and biad stili a sol(lierly bcaring.
Takziin thc bridie. lie id

You arc flec'Mi nister, I Suppose ? We
had givenl yol lin, tiinlg yonl would
not corne iii such il stormn as this. B3ut
hoiv dici yon cross flic river ? WeV hecard
the bridge ivas gonet."

"ilasebak,"Said I.
"wcll.11 said flic aid roldier, his cye

k;indling, "4a iniister fIat can do tlîat
can prend>, 1 know 1'>

I hiad fuifilled miy enigageme-nit partly
froin symlpatlîv ami the pl(-asure of C-oni-
qui-ring, obstae.les ; thierc was becsidcs, a
sort of presentinent fliat u nid e on
nor did I regret that I vieldtvd to it.

The interior of flic humble dwelling,
and its occupant I shiail not forget.
Whlat faste and neatneoss ndfer the inost
discouitngi, circuinistances! inht mncthi-
od and fcrtilit-y ofarrangenient w-lerc al
'%Vas plain, and ro01gi11 and scant!1 It is
on flie front ier, w-hi-cr tli applianices
of cleganit lîous-wifo-y art- imupossible,
tiat w-inan's fertile rescoursvs of tact
an(1 sk iii iost si rikingly appeJIar-affen
niadzng- fli rude lo- hiolise and simple
home inade filî-niture IV-car an aLSpeCt, of

ing in homles of 1lirv.
Thec hiotschldI consisted of tlie fathier

airay introducc-d-inothcr, tlirce
<lglîtersi and flhc youngt inai w-ho lad
called for niy services.

IMother is nç't w-cil and Iwould. like
fa sc you a mnomient," r-cmarkzcd one of
flic young ladies, sliowving ine iinto an
adjingrom vcr.ionghas d
spared mîo pains to fortify its pining in-
mate against ezposure, and soothe tic
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