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CORRESPONDENCE.
(With Pleasure.) ‘
The Editor :— ' -

Your personal note concerning me in the October REVIEW contains a grain of
truth, but several measures of error,

As you are well aware 1 have all alung been connected in a dual capacity with
both the Amierican and Canadian Rand Drill Cos. My duties in connection with
the American company have of 1te largely increased, ‘while the business here has
seached a stage of development where it loes not requite my personal attention to
the extent that it formerly did.  Under these cireumstances I expect to make New
York my headquarters for the future, but 1 have ao intention 0} severing my cone
nection with the Canadian Rand Diill Co,  On the contrary [ expect to continue
as engineer of that company atd direct its operations as hereiofore. I hope to con-
tinue o meet my Canadian frieads on their own soil in both a lusiness and social
capacity, and beg to say to them that when in New Vork they will always find the
latch-string out at 23 Park Place,

Yours faithfully,
F. A, HALSEY.
SHERBROOKE, Que., 12th Nov., 1894,

Mining in British Columbia.
The Editor :— - *

One of the best evidences ol the ineshansuide richness of the mines of this
provined is that much of the world's expericnee is gravitating here and settling down
to the work of steady and sysicmatic dorelupauent, And not only is this eapetience
amongst the arnnals, but the nunibens and e capital are coming 1o mahe their siand
in the gulches and un thuse mountain tops on which nature has bestowed her richest
minceal treasutes. The days of placer mining, though hmited, have not yet passed
uwn{ in s conntry of muuntain ranges, deep gulches and golden sands ; but modern
methods have begun to deal with relractory ure and with the tocks which nature in
her convalsions has burnad and made olidwate.

‘The pan bas been superseded by the racker, and the wouden aqueduct has given
way tu the hydrauhe pipe, and the machinery of our boyhood las been superseded by
the stanp il with 3s great power o pulverize the hardest quartz and thus release
the golden treasure from its rtoch-Lound bed. One efivet of the superalundance of
rich mincral ore is that it souner or later atuacts capital, and this becon:es a staying
power in the production of wealih,  The old complaint that the minets are mere pro-
spectors Al do vl represent fiaed ot systematic clust i sapidly disappearing before
the steady ndlux of naners and capitalists who have cutie (o stay, but the work of the
prospector has by no means ceased.  The tield here is yet a large one and the encour.
a -fuwm. compared with that offered Ly other countries, is by no means small or vari-
able. .

After many years of labor in the field Dr. Dawson has concluded this year's work
with the deepest conviction that the mineral prospects in the province are very ens
couraging. As an authority on British Columbia mining matters he is, perhaps, one
of the select, because he has given the province most careful attention.  Ile is noy
given to supetlatises, hut the sunimaty ot his report of the year's wurk does not admit
of any other conclusion than the une that the mining industry. of the province has al-
ready marked an activity not exceeded in previous yeats, and that the production,
especially of silver, is guing to add millions to the wealth of the Dominion.

The ordinary reader 1s very apt to put down what he hears of mineral develop-
ment now-a-days to be the dieam of an enthusiast, who, tired of the oppression, is
inclined to draw fancy pictures in order 10 encourage the dasponding.

He is, however, assured on authority which men hase esery where Jearned to re-
spect, that the mining activity of the province is by no means a vision of the dreamer,
but a reality, and that the recent shutting down of the Kootenay mines has only been
a pause for breath, duning which smelter and concenuiating works have veen erected
for reducing the ore on the spot.

One ot the pleasing features in this respect is to note the way in which Canadians
themselves are taking hold,  In the past the Canadian yiclded 100 readily to others,
1le gave way to the Englishman or the American, as though these always possessed
more experience than humself,  He has since learned 1o use better judgment, to give
way.only when faitly over-matched,

I have in memory a picture that was presented to me a short time ago by a man
who was working a rocker on the Fraser near Yale,  Said he: ‘Do you see those
picces of plant lying around loose un the banks of the Fraser 2 They are the rémains
of a plant sent out by an English company,  Fhe plant cost abom $40,000. Thete
was an Englishnan in charge and he was so important a person that he stood all day
with an umbrella over his heod and superintended the locating, or rather the aislocat.
ing of this plant. He would listen to noone. A suggestion from a practical man
was out of the questivn,  Even when offered by an old timer with a fund of ex-
petience on the Fraser, and given with the best of intentions, it was unheeded and
went the wrong way, Lecause it was grattitous and well meant.  The 1esult may be
seen any day, and the uninformed traveler wonders what kind of water works came
to grief when this plant was distributed promiscuously along the siver banks.”

It is a feature in NewZealand mining that English capital is best conducted under
Scotch management, theugh it is by no means to be inlerred that all English man-
agement of gold niines is capricious and extravagant. The inference to be drawn is
rather that Canadians are finding that they have been more or less underrated in the
mining fieid.

The advance which Ottawa has made in this western province indicates the
potent and progressive power of the Dominion Gnrvernment. In the explorations
which have ticen found necessary 1o sccure the introduction of capital and also to
secure development, the educated gentlemen of the Geolegical Survey have done very
much to make the resources of the country known,

They have also cxerciscd a beneficial influence in lighting the way for the ac-
complishment of two great measures which wil, doubtless, be soorer or {nlet adopted
by tge Deminion Goverrnment, viz :—the sub-division of freshet-occuring streams and
a general system of inrigating dry lands. .

$o far it has been deemed advisable to tegin this series with a brief introductory
aticle. In those that-follcw the attention of tﬁe reader will be called to cestain facts
which bear intimately on the mining resources as they present themselves in a general
way to the observer.

It is not a little astonishing to find that numerous misconceptions prevailed in
the eatly days with regatd 1o the mineral resources of this province. The limit at
one time cmbraced only gold and coal. "Thé rich silver deposits of Kootenay were
then unknown, as also” were the iron and co&m deposits which are now found to
exist in large quantities. In the race for gold the prospector has laid ‘bare othet

|
treasires which are both rich and inexhaustible and new-areas are constantly entering
the domain of his mineral treasure,

It is this constant prospect of new areas which adds interest and value to the min-
ing industries and gives additiv al interest to the province,

There is an expectation ir 11ining citcles which is commensurate with the mining
vossibilities of the province, 4t is the reasonableness of these possibilities which gives
life, strength and hope to the mining industries of the country. The grazing lands
of the province mnay possess some extent—the agricultural lands may be limited, but
the mineral ateas are constantly expanding, and as thé case isin Cariboo there is &
decided tendency to revive a one time activity.

The Canadian geolugist regards the province as a great exception from the
general rule.  He is astonished but not confout.ded. The prospector camped in the
gulch will hail you as you pass, invite you to partake of his grub, hand you sume
speciriens of the latest find and then tell you that, at one time, Nature has furiously
kicked up her héels and faltly howled. There never was, he will tell you, before or
since, such a fine old junble as when these mountains ** bucked * forth and then
stowd perfectly still,

Camped, nat far fean North Bead I met, somic weeks ago, & man who was an
old timer. Ile was an Englishman ramed Louis fohnson,  Like most of his country-
men in this country he is warim heanied and would share his last piece of bread with
the hungry teaveler.  After partaking of his frugal fare this veteran handed mie some
specimens of gold-bearing quartz which he found in the muuntains adjacent to North
Bend,  These specimens were exceedingly rich, but the depth and extent of the lead
was yet to be determined.  This prospector who has been 25 years in the business
in the province was quite sanguine. A great deal of confidence is really necessary if
the prospector must succeed. e is undoubtedly a fortune seeker and it does not
square with his calling to give way to gloomy reflegtions even though he never found
bed rock or made the * riffle,”

To the umnipresent gold, silver and coal in the province, must be added gypsum
and mica as articles of commerce posessing considerable commercial value,

In the carly days of the maritime provinces during the existence of the Reci-
procity Treaty, gypwm from the provinces found a ready market in Portland,
Buston and New York. Not a few farmers realized hamlsomely, froin this gypsum
trade. Its reduction by burning to expel the water and thus make plaster of paris
was an casy process.  The American people import not a little of our ﬁypsum now-ae.
days but its demand in the Dominion is constantly increasing—somet mﬁ closetoa
hundred thousand dollars being the quantity used in Canada. But of this gypsum
more particulars will be given hereafter,

Of wiica theee are known to be lour promisingmines, two near the Tete Jeune Cache
and two on the Canoe River, These iines nre the property of Mr. Louis VictorBennett,
of Kamloops.  Mr. Bennett, though quite a young man possesses much of the ability,
enterprise and perseverance which are so necessary to achieve success in the mining
world, This gentleman has already eapended a large amount of money in holding
the furt,  As mica comes within the mining regulations the duties which have to be
performed on its possession in the mines place it beyond the reach of the ordinary
speculator.

The property on Canoce River is known as white mica. It is founed in gneiss
rock. It is also found in dininutive quantities in quartz about ten miles west of
Canoe River.

It is found in no less then ten distinct veins heavily laden with the mica. The
veins are parallel and they run in a south-easterly to a north-westerly course with a
dip to the south at an angle of about §5° and covering a distance of from one mile
to one mile and a half in width visible in a north-westerly direction until they again
scck refuge in the cragged glacier mountaing (o the west, a distance of about
one mile and a half. The veins measure from 2 to 16 feet in thickness, Writing
of this mine on Oct. 22, 1804, Mr. Jno. F. Smith, who has the mine in charge says :
That all the work that had been done was centered on this vein which is about 12
feet thick where itvis opened, Lut immediately below a shale of rock of about 12 feet
in thickness is another vein 10 feet in thickness, but 1 think these will be found to be
the same vein on further development.  ** Nevertheless we continued aperations in the
open cut previously started from which we took out some fine blocks of mica. As I
judge the formation of mica in large blocks is little understood I brought out several
pieces of especial interest showing he x the mica is forned in the quartz and the class
of rack in which mica is found. In our operations, continues Mr. Smith, we found a
small })iecc of very hard and britile bluish-white stone which may prove to bLe beryl,
some formatiun of which is precious stone. A few days later a large piece was found.
I broke this in two with the intention of bringing it out, but unfortunately I laid it
down on a stone and came out forgetting it. Nevertheless 1 have the small piece
first found which will cut glass as easily as a glazier's diamond. We also picked out
small pieces of fluor spar ﬁ]uc in caste. Several deposits of black mica were found,
all of which can be seen by anyone who may desire,

¢ Mica is found in as well defined a ledge set in quartzas any other mineral but in
wedge shaped blocks from fosr to ten inches lhi:.l at one end, squaring various
dimensions. Mr. Smith says each block of the mica found will weigh from 1§ to 20
pounds, There are several distinct veins running parallel in these mountains which
are strictly the Cariboo range of mountains. These deposits can be traced for several
miles in Jlength and about a mile and a half in Lreadth. There is, he says,
equally as much mica hete as there is at the Tete Jeune Cache. It does not show
so well Lecause there has not Leen so much work done. We started in the centre:-
location and ran a drift 14 feet from which we unearthed considerable mica of a little
different quality, not quite <o clear as that from Tete feune Cache, but a litcle
rougher and more flexible.”

Passing gold, coal and iron mines, Mr. Smith has directed his practical attention
to a neglected field.

The demand for mica is constantly incm\sing and as we have no reason to doubt
that our protective policy will give way to a suicidal one of handing over the natural
productions of the country to strangers, the interest of Canadian capitalists must
center more than ever in the natural resources of the country, especially in this por-
tion of the Dominion. Canadians have been 100 1eady to hand over their mineral
treasures tu outside capitalists who have often been in” no better circumstances than
themselves.  Mistakes like these will not be made in the future, though the inference
is not to be drawn that in these pages any attempt is made to create a prejudice
against outside capital. This capital is very much needed, but it is not to be pre-
ferred to the home-made article which it-has been the praciice in mining circles to
regard as inferior to the importation. ’

The constantly widening demand for mica in this conntsy is an incentive to the
development of this mineral, and as the proof of the richness of & place may be
determined by the actual field, so the readers of the journal mn{ best realize what
the value of this mica is by a sample which will be shortly sent to the Revizw offices

‘H.J. B,
Kawuoops, B. C,, 21t Nov., 1804.



