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nise oblgation in such a form, and stretch his powers to their utmost'
tension in efforts to discharge it ? He reasoned from.facts, und fel the
conclusion. The ations of the earth needed the gospel, and he had it
i irubt fur their bnt t. Cirbt lad donc much fur bum, and, as Creditor,
iad grzuuitously tiansfened his claim to a needy and dependent world,

biddmag tie debtor tu disIiairge it by labor for souls. " Inasmuch as you
pam this debt to the Gentiies, vou pay it unto me."

It has bLen filvl said, that " he vho withhoids from mankind any
Loo nledge essential to teir nellaie, is, in no small degree, responsible
for ie eils v hici re.sult from the ignorance that ie might have pre-
eted." eLlcive the peisun who, in a stormy nght, should extinguish

or conceal a lght placed by gouerrimîent on n dangerous coast, would
be morally answerablo for the shipn recks tait might folaw. Had the
apostles and primitivc chlrnans suppressed or corrupted the truth which
was rtîealed to them, they oîuklie beeti morally answerable for the
consequences of thei r unfaitlfulness.

The possession of the nord of God is a sacred-trust, and out.of it,
'apart from all dirtet mn1elautoui of duty, grov the most solemn oblhga.

ions. It is " the word of LIFL," and the church, the pharos of the mo-
ral world, is bound by uîrtue of the simple fact that she has it, to .hold it
forth for the guidanîîce of the storm-rocked and snkmng millions.

Our vocation is an agency, and, as agents, we are responsible for ser-
vice. It is high time for us tu repudiate that vicious antinonian idea
that we aie instruinents-pssive ibings, vithout ablhty or obligation-
and come back to hie apostolie truth viinch teaches that,as " God's hui-
bandry"-sanucrs and itanpers-" we are workers together with qod."
This implies voluntary acuivity-the rational application of our powers
and resources to a spec fied service. I The Lord gare the word ; great
was the company of thos iat published it"-not as maehmes, moved by
external force, but as cheerful free agents, obeyng the impulses of a
geierous s> mpathy.

In nature, seed is often furnished with gossamer wings, by means of
whici it is often borne on the breeze across mountain, river, and lake,
and scattered oscr the acres of a continent. But the bible, seed though
t be, bas no such apparatus for self-distribution. God has committed it
to his pe:ple as thue sones, and a ieavy maledation impends over such
as violate the trust, or execute it deceitfully. l Fron him that hath not"
-that is to employ for its mtended purposes-" even that which Ae hath
shal/e taken away." As a general rule, God does nothipg for us which
we can do for oursehes; and nothing for the spiritual welfare of others
which wc can do for them. If ne comply not, in tiis respect, with his
requirements, thun the work is left undone, and on us rests the responsi.
bihty of neglect-a responsibilty vhich no considerate man would wil-
lingly incur.

The measure of our obligation is of course determined by our ability,
and by the facilties which we have for the effective use of that ability.
And here we have startling facts that are seldom allowed their full iflu-
ence upon the mind. What is our ability ? How think you we are
rated in the books of the great Assessor above ? What is his estimao of
uir means for the conve'.ance of his truth to the ignorant nations ? And


