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THE Ki..i’S CONVOCATION.

A Convocation should be called,
We think on some day early ;

Of all the Non-Intrusion Wives,
To try the Questin fai. y:

How far their Husbands have a right,
To leave a Church, where surely,

The Civil Courtsdon’t hinder them,
To preach the Gospel purely.

Where Patronage (accused - it
Of all our Church Disasters,

While Veto only was to blame,)
Has placed their Lords and Masters,

To try what right such Husbands have,

To ruin Wives and Buires; ;
And banish them from House and Home.
" Tosleep smong the Ferns.

-

If such he called the Rights of Man,

Where are the Rights of Woman ?
We trust the Meeting will condemn,
. Such conduct as Inhuman.

Those Clergy too, who mean to,guit,
The Chuarch without a sizpence ; .

Who may have Debts to pay, besides,
And can’t raise siz and cight pence.—

- Had better look defore they leap,
. For gravely 'tis reported,
That fraud’lent baskrupts such as they,
May eome to be Zransported ;

- A FATE more terrible by far,
And out of sight more real ;

Than all their grievance, IN THE CHURCH,
 Which purely is Jdeal.

, - . .. A recent Scotch Ballad
S ———
ROMAN ASTRONOMERS’ RECENT DIS-. -
“ COVERIES. - .
~ . Although the Inquisition of the Roman church com-
pelled, the illustrious Galileo 1o renounce publicly hig
heretical opinionsia relation to the Copernican system,
and the famous Cardinal Bellarmine was instructed by
that tribunal to reprimand him in person, it is a carious
fact, that one of the best observatories in Europe existed
at that time in the Papal city, in connexion with the co}-
lege, and iadeed, as long previously as 1572. In that
‘memorable year, some varinble stars, and others entirely
Bew, made their appearance in the heavens, particularly

ke memoir on the planet Venus.

This splendid stranger was observed by Cornslius Sem«
ma, on the ninth of November of that year, and also by
Tycho.Brahe on the same month, who left a volume on
the subject, . defined its proper position. It entirely
vanished at the end of sixteen months, and is expected
to re-appear in 1791. Several others equally remarkable
have since suddenly made their appearance. It is bes
lieved that the Roman observatory owed its origin to the

In this he was assisted by Christopher Clavius, a Ger-
man Jesuit and Mathematician, who eonducted his obs
servaiions at Rome. This able astronomer signalized
himself in a warm controversy with the Scaligers, and
left behind him a valuable edition of Euclid.

He was succeeded by the Jesuit Scheina, whose name
is found in the list of astronemers, though scarcely any
accoutt of his life has been preserved in modern bio-
graphy. ' ’

John Dcminic Cassini, the first of the illustrious men
of that name, next had charge of the Roman ohservato.,
ry, which he retained until he settled in Paris under the
patronage of the great Colbert. This astronomer distin-
guished himself by determining tﬁé"period of Jupiter's
revolution, which he was enabled 1o do by observing the
shadows of its satellites cast upon ita disk. He also de-
tected some new satellites of Saturn, the Zodiacal light,
and explained the causes of the libration of the wmoon.

His successor at Rome was the celebrated Frinceseo
Bianchini, a universal scholar, an antiquarisn, mathe-
matician, botanist, architect, and astrohonier. ‘He drew
a meridian in the church of St. Mary of the Angels,
and erected its dial. He formed the design of drawing

the work at his own expense, but was intersupsed::in-ite
prosecution by other :business, ‘whd=fiever finished it.
He left behiod: him, amoag other valuable pzoductions,
Roger Joseph Boscovich, a Dalmatian, was the next
astronomer in charge of the Roman observatory. Bene-
dict XIV employed him inmany important works. He
was two years engaged measuring & degree of the meri-
dian in the Ecelesiastical States, and.after a varicd ca-
reer he returned to Milan, end erected the observatory
of the college of Bera, On the suppression of the order
of Jesuits to which he belonged, he retired -to France
upon an invitation of Louis XIV., and received a large
salary, with the office of director of optics, in the naval
department. He paid grost attention thenceforwardgto
the priaeiples of the acromatic telescupe. ;
Duriug the wars of the Freach revolution the science
did uot flourish at Rome ; but in 1816, Pius VIL., who
had crowned Napoleon constructed the present observa~
tory, and Leo XII., successor of Pius VII., restored to
the Jesuits the direction of it and the Ruman colleges,

‘| ind- with them it remains.

The present Director, Sr. De Vico, has published an
account of its condition, and claims the possession of
very superior instruments of the following kind :—a re-
fracting telescope by Canchoix, the French optician; an
ustronomical theodolite by Sambey: a chronometer of
Breguet, (now dead ;) andfja meridian circle by Ertel,

It is alleged that very impertant corrections lyve been.
made in the Freoch Nautical Almanac (Connoissance
des Tems), in the calculations of longitude by observa-
tions on the falling stars ; an idea first suggested by

one of the latter kind is the coustellation of Cassiopeia,

Dr. Maskelyne in 1782, first attempted in Germany in

celebrated Gregory XI1il., the reformerof the calendar.’

1803, and recently perfacted: by the Neapolitan Sr.
Nobile. Co N

But the crowniog glory of the Roaran astronomers is
the application of the art of Photograpby to the. map-
piog of the heavens. The forms of the Nebula, in
particular, have been transferred to a;lithographic stone,
whence, by an invention of Signor Rondini, they are
again traansferred to paper! .

The beauty of this experiment is, that they are Da-
guerotyped under a high power, are perfectly accu~
rate, and a large number of copies may be taken from
the original impression.) '

As the existing maps of the known Nebulz show a

difference in ehape at different eras, (which, by the way,
18 In accordance wtih Sir Jolin F. W. Herschell’s recent

theories, ) it is important that accurate pictures of their
present form shall be handed down to future ages, .
by which means something more of their constitution and
nature may be determined.

The nucleus of the Nebule of Andromeda was sub-
jected to a magnifying power of eight hundred and twen~
ty-four, and then Daguerotyped. By this process it '
was resolved into a great number of Juminous, or, more
properly speaking, brillant points, which on being trans-
ferred, appear whitelupon a blue ground. Qbservations
of & most interesting character are continually in pro-
gress ; and some results, of which Herschell himself des~

paired, are now very satisfactorily attained.

ht was the clever and original idea of adapting Photo-
graphy to astronomy which drew vur attent'on to the
Roman observatory, and we hope this brief notice of 1he
fact, in the golumns of the Mirror, may excite the atten-
tion of some American astronomer, and lead to similar

& great meridian through Italy, and oceupied 8 years i {08 . . .
autempte. It isa very curious circumstance, that at

different periods of the world mankind are awakened 1o
fresh exertions in the loftiey ranges of science by these
phenomena of the skies. Their appearance, while 1t
alarms the ignorant and credalous, awakens the refiect..
ing and the intelligent to the consideration of that great
FIRST CAUSE, Whose moments are countless ages, and
whose sum no mortal mind can estimate; whose sphere
of operation is so vast that the results have not as yet
reached us from.the rémote regions ‘where their splen-
dour commenced its illumination ; whose power steadies
and guides vast orbs of this creation, in - their swift ca.
reer, without collisiou_,, embarrassment, or danger!
Well may we pause amid the dust, and heat, and tur~
moil of life’s troubled day, to consider whether it is wise
in us to give it all our thoughts, and what we have yet
to do 1o ensure His protection in that untried state of

| being, into which, one afler the other, ‘we so certainly,

thoughtlessly, and daringly plunge !— New Mirror.

Curz rox Corns.—The following remedy is uimpfe
and infallible, and costs nothing in pain or money.
Soak the foot affected in warm water for half an hour
or so, until the corn is somewhat softented—then pare
it down as much as possible and put on a little"common
brown soap, say ou going to bed, which should be con-
fined to the part affected by a rag orcot. In two or
three days a complete cure will be effected,— Cincinnati
Ce

Sarnrs’ Dav.—The Puseyites direct their lettters as

follows :—¢ The Feast of tho Visitation of tle B. V.
M.;? “The Feast of the Transfiguration;” ¢ The

Feoast of 8t. Stephen,” &c.—B. Vindicator.



