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far shown itself s0 tolerant of Chris-
tianity, even if it lias flot seized it
witlh the eagerness wlth whicli it
lias adopted our civilization, nmay
flot Icague patriotism with its native
faitils in opposition to the faitli of
.Jesuis Chirist."

Dr. Leonard, a missionary secre-
tary 0f the ýMethodist lepiscopal
Church, writcs thus of Corea, noly
virtually a dependcncy of .Tapan:

",Seoul, the capital of Corea, con-
tains a population 0f 2950,000, and is
mucli the largest eity in the king-
dont. It is situated about thirty
miles front Chemulpo, the nearest
seaport, and is surrounded by vol-
canie nîountains, some 0f which arc
quite Alpine in outtine and altitude,
and soute arc nude of vegetable life
from summnit alnost to base. The roads
leading front the citv arc over nioun-
tain passes or through narrow de-
files, the Nwidest of whichi leads to,
the river H1an.

"Corea lias been known for cen-
turies as the 'ilermit Kingdom,'
because she lias until recently re-
fused to have any relations with
foreign nations. During rnuch of
lier liistory she lias been tributary
to, if not a vassal of, the Cliinese
Emnpire, and iu lier subordinate
condition necessaril y had political
relations witlî lier superior. But
with Western nations slic had no
intercourse, until forced to open lier
doors by the arbitramient of wvar,
iess tlian a, quarter 0f a century ago.
In liarniony vthlier poliey of
seclusion she buiît al] lier cities
inland, including lier capita. UntPl
sixîce she lias been hioldling some
commercial intercourse witli the
outside world, there were no towns
on lier extended sea,-coast, and even
îiow tiiere are but few.

,«So far front buildingecitiesoit lier
coast or îiorthern houndary, a policy
of desolation lias been pursucd on
ail lier liorders. Along the sea-
coast no sigu of life was aliowed for
centuries, lest seafaLrers iniglit be
tenpted to land zand enter the coun-

try. Along the northern boundary
a wide stretchi of land wvas pro-
scribed, and no one ivas permitted
to make permanent settîient upon
it, and it becaine a hiding-place for
crimtimals and outlaws frontî both
Corea and Ma--nchuria, her northern
neiglibour. The seclusion poliey
led not only to the building- of thme
capital city inland and ami.." :,oun-
tain fastnesses, but also sur' iiiding
it w'ith a substantial granite wiall.

"About live hundred years ago,
whien the eity was supposed to be in
dangecr from a foreign foe, a wall
six miles in circumferenee, running
in a zigzag Uine up and over the
inountains oin the north and south,
and across the niarrow valley on the
enst and west, wvas erected. Tîme
wall, is front twenty-five to thirty
feet Iligh, and wvas conîpleted in the
short space 0f nine months. It wvas
doubtless a. fornui1able defence when
only bows and arrows were used iu
warfare, but in these days of heavy
projectiles is utterly valueless. As
no repairs have been put upon it for
nîany years, it is becoming quite
dilapidated at some points, and will
ultimately disappear. The material
in it will go far in rebuilding the
city in ' the good tinte coming,' when
through the Gospel of Christ the
Coreans shaîl bc hiappily elevated to
the plane of a Christian civilization.

,,It is quite inmpossible to give to
one who has nover seen this city a
just idea of eiher its plan or archi-
tecture. Except somte of the prin-
cipal streets, tliat seem to have beezi
originally intended to follow straight
lines, the city seexus to have been
built -witiîout a plan. Boston, it is
said, wvas originally 1)uilt along cow-
paths, wlîich accounts for the tangle
of streets in its older parts tîmat so
confuse the uninstructed straýnger.
But Seoul did flot have the advan-
tage of even thxe cowpatlî, witli iLs
graceful curves, as a guide, and s»
the streets run every vhitlîer, with
sharp angles, abrupt endings an(l
irregular widths. Tie streets, xcept


