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METIHODIS.M, THE JOH-ANNINE GOSPEL.

CARDINAL NEWMANS famou01s Cloc-
trinle oif developirient is so far true,
that every student, of Christian his-
tory inust be aware tliat the Christian
Churcli, as a whole, has gradually
apprehiended more and more the
fu content of the Gospei. Jesus
Christ wvas su unique a revelation uf
God that 1-le could bc described to
us oilly by men rnoved by the IIoly
Ghiost. Evex' their teaehingw~as not
of private interliretation, and we
may well doubt whether they them-
selves fully realized ail that was im-
plied and involved in the principles
whichi they were cornmissioned tq
proclaini. It is quite certain that
Christians generally hiave failed to
understand the full significance of
the life and work and words cf J- sus
Christ. As the ages have paLsedl
slowly a-way, Christian men in the
liglit of the history and living experi-
ence have understuod more and more
the meaning of the unparalleled.
events which werc crowded into the
brief thiree-and-thiity years under
the Syrian sky.

It is a rexnarkable fact that the
three chief apusties appeared upuon
the scene in the order in wliceh tlîeir
distinctive views of Christ have domni-
nated the Christian mina. To St.
Peter was given the unique hunour
uf upening the kiîxgdoîn uf IL aven
to ail believers. But before many
years hiad passed St. Peter receded
fromi viewv, and St. Paul occupied the
foreg-ruund of Chîristian histury dur-
in- its most critical and for'mative
periud. Whien the great Pauline,
battie ivas foughit and wuvn, St. Jolin
appearedl upon the scene to crowil
the edifice of revelation, and tu enuni-
ciate the final formn of Chiristianity.
This feature of the apostulie age wvas
prophetie of future history. The
course of eventË durin,; the last two
thiousand years may be dividled into
the Petrine, flie Pauline and the
Johiannine periods. The ancient
an(l medioeval Church instinctivciy
accepted St. Peter as the most con-
spicuous exponent of the Ch-ristianity

they knlew. At the cra of the
Reforniation the teaching uf St.
Paul becanie more prominent thaiî
at any previous peliud, and received.
ail unprecedeited amount of study
and devotion. But the cycle of
Christian ex ulution ivas iot yet
coniplete. It~ reuîîained that the
peculiarly fraternal Gospel of St.
Johin should be preachied tu the
masses of nîankind. Of that, Jolin
WVesley was as conspicuously the
appointed instrument as Martin
Luther ivas the exponent of the
Pauline theology of the P eformnation.
Neyer since the days of st. Jeohn
himiself ivas the universal, gentie,
gracious, all-embraciimg love of Goà
so passiunately preachied as by the
apostie uf Methudisnî. There is nu
greater or miore mischievous delusion
abruad than that the early Mcthudist.
preachers reveiled iii the terrors uf
biell. As Dr. Rtigg bias pointed out,
Wesley did not 'Ienfurce bis applica-
tioli biy leferunce tu material terrurs
or paintcd. horrors." No ien evur
spoke more plainly uf sin and the
dreadful consequences of sin than
did the early Methodist preachers.
But they dwelt un these awful facts,.
flot in the vain delusion that they
would bring mnen to Goa, but in
order that they iiiugh t f urîîish a dark
baickgrouiid againes which they cuuld
more vividly picture the irresistible
love of Christ. The great effect pro-
duced lapon young and old by the
preaching of the Metliodists ivas
caused by such a presentation of tZhe
intense and everlasting love of Gud
as liad iiex er been giveni tu tue pt;vple
of this counitry before.

The truc theologian, the Melane-
thon of the Methudist IReformation,
xvas Fletcher of Madeley; and the
love of God breathes throughi every
page lie ever wvrote. "Perfect
love," indecd, ivas thie phirase iviicli
lie employed to describe the highest
Chîristian attainments. fis foerce
and irresistible protcst against Cal-
vinismn was based upon the conviction
tliat a limiited salvation -ças imccx-


