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Pickisig Pears
'Ui\EI interesting information regardl

ing Ilis netliod of picking pears %vas
gvTi'lic Horticulturist receîîtly by MNr. E.

C.. Benuian, of Newcastle. whio lias an or-
dlird of 2,000 pear trcs. 1 generally
>-,tri picking ClapWl)s Favorite," said Mr-
Bmc1lani, -froin tie i5tli to tlie 2Otll of
:\tigtist, and the l3ariUett about the end of
tile ilomth.

-My practice is to obtain as good pickers
ais possible, and muot too niany of them.
l'icking is started early thiat they nîay get
îhrouglî ini good tinie. Fruit keeps better
whieii picked before it is too ripe. Clapp's
F-avorite illust be picked as soon as it is full
growfl or even a littie before, as otherwise
t1e%. start to rot at flic core. Bartlett
pceîrs also, require to be picked as soon, or
;a littie before, ther are full grownî, as the
quality of the pears is better than if they.
were allowed to, mature on the trees.

*Care is taken to se tliat Uic carly varie-
lies of peats are ont of the road before the
laic varietics are ready to pick. It
p.tys to obtain good pickers. as they uise
grcater care in handling the 1)ears, wvlich.
oimmig to tiieir tender nature. require care-
fuil treatmiemit. 1 find that 1 cati nuake a lit-
tir more on ail kinds of fruit 1w shippilng
dlircCt to commissionmîien tlîamî bv selliing
iimw fruit front the trees. Sinal growers.
of course, cati liardly (lai this. 'Manv growv-
er., aliparently (Io flot undicerst.immd hiow to
paIClc. als tlev (Io muot use suficicuitcr.

Top Gatn.W have a nimber of
Kimmg ll1aldwins and cthwr trees thiat have
becil t>p-graftcd fronu 15 to 30 Years. amîd
%we 11ave thiemn on. tlie original stock iii the
miluv 1"rcli,-ard. I atii sure there is double
Ille aniomit on the top-grafted. I have
cciuutedc( six\ or sçe,,,,n Kings on a branch no
tIhicker thian a pipe stcml. They liave
tn bc, proipped up. 1 think the governnient
5110uiui (le work of this kimid. 1 consider
tOP-grafing the great-est need in this sec-
tion.- (j. 1. Grahami, Vandeleur, Ont.

Questions About Apples
Are WVistner's dessert appile, the Rivers lEarly

and GrahainVs Royal Jubllee as good as recoin-
niended ln the nursery catalogues? Are they
good keepers and shippîers? Are they market-
aible? Are they good dessert apples? Are the
trees hardy, aiid whcere (aui I obtaiti onie or two
year oId trees fromn nurserles who do flot ernploy
agents?-(J. 1B. Bruce, Ranaiýgant Landing, 13. C.

It is surprising lioiw fond wc ail are of
tryin. thjilgs lnel and ulitried, evcn al-
thoughi we kiio% full w~ell thiat ine-tentlhs
of ail niev things put out before a gullible
public prove worthless and pass out of sighit
after a fev %-cars. Wcrc it flot for this fail-
ing iii us ilany a business would coill to
griet.

Tiiese fruits liave inot vet becu introduced
long enoughi for us to know thecir fauits, or
to answer your questions. We have eaten
thxc Wisniier apple and fotund it a very agree-
able (dcssert apple, anid of fair size. So far
these apples have not been tcsted; they are
conîpara-tively new, and niay or miay not
lîcar out the lauidatiotis of thecir introducers.

Self Sterllity in Cherries.- 1 do not.
1 :iowv thxat any systenîatic investigation lias
oecn nmade rcgarding tie sterility of cherry
blossonis. HeIre is rooîn for important iii-
vestigation whichi wc %vould like to have fol-
lowed up this vear Ilad it niot been that in
iliost of the v'arictics the fruit btiçs wvere
more or lcss destroyeci by' winter kili-
iîîg. I have seent it statcd soniewlierc that
Belle de Chioisv' and Reine Hiortenise are
seif-sterile va-ricti-es, but 1 cannot say for
certain if this is alwavs tie case, as varieties
seif-sterile in sone scctions often prove self-
fertile iii otiiers. On general principles.
howve-r, it is wehI to avoid plantimîg large
plots of auxy one varicty, as better resuits
are obtaîuiie1 even with self-fertile varieties
of cross fertilizationi.--(R. Canieroii. Nia-
gVara Fals South.

1 onlv uise bariîvard inanuire iniilny or-
chard. 1 grow no crops i the orchard, but
cultivate and keep doîvn wecds.-(A. Shaw,
Walkerton, Ont.
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