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slight thing to chcat the gnv-rnment by
smuggling or illicit distilling, how many pridc
thcmselves on kccping aloof from clcctions
and taking no intcrcst in politics. Instead
of instruction in thcre most csscntial miaiters
in our public school rcading books, wc havc
lots of religious rcflcctions and devotional
poctry, wC have also incredible and impossi.
ble storics in abundancc, the natural cffect
of which must bc to confuse childrcn's idcas,
mrraly as well as intcllectuailly. Thierc is
a vcry good spccimen in the Third Ijook,
writtcn by a lcarncd Doctor in an English
Univcrsi ty, a %tupidly impossible story
throughout, whcerin the rcwards and pcnal.
tics havc no relation whatcvcr to the merits
or dcmcriis of thec actors. No good purpose
can bc scrvcd to the young by such rcading
as this. Whatcvcr view wc may hold as to
the genesis of the human facultics, whcther
wc believe that thcy have been slowly devel-
opcd by contact with an outcr world in which
law Cxists, or, whcthcr wC belicve thcmil t)
havc bcen crcated and adapted at first to a
world whose regularity of phenomcna is in-
variable, it would sccm to be nccessary, bc-
fore all elsc, that this natural constitution of
things should be kept in vicw in the cduca-
tion of the young. The only justification-
and it is not a sufficient one-for relating an
incredible story to a child, is, that it may be
a mcdium for inculcating a moral lesson, but
what shall we say to the foolishly impossible
tale of the Icarned Doctor in the rhird book,
which teachcs a lesson the very reverse of
moral.

If the Minister of Education would apply
himself to the preparation of a national strics
of School Rcadcrs, lie would deserve the
thanks of all who are concerned about the
future of the rising generation.

J. G. W.

HIGH SCHOOL INSPECTION.

' the Editor of the Canada tducational
M1onfhdy.

Sta,-Your remarks in reference to High
School inspection are very well-timed, and
though trenchant, are not more severe than
the occasion calls for. You may not be

awarc that at the lat scs:i-.n of the Lcgis.
lature this vcry mattcr cngagcd the attention
of the mcmbcrs and some of the speeches
made during the dcbate show clcarly that it
is not the tcarhcrs alone who fccl the ncccasity
for a change. in somc cascs, to my own
knowIcdgc, an lnspcctt lias visited a sclool
for a few hoiurs hurriedly and soeintiics
faggcd out with otlcr work-univcrsity cx-
aminations and official cnr.gcmcnts. Con-
scqumcntly, lie has not bccn in a proper frame
of iind to iiprcss the tcachcr and his pupils
with that recspcct for the printcd financial
concuisions that the public intercstç rcquirc.
Tliis, linvever, is grcatly the fault of the
system. Too much work is undcrtakcti by,
anl cxpcctcd (rom, tht Inspcctors. Lct them
devote thensclvcs to thcir own dutics nainly
-the inprovcmcnt of our ligh Scionls.

ligh School iii:pectinn lias degcncratcd
into ncre visits of observation. In my
opinion an Inspector should takc a class and
show how it should bc tauglt wlien such
assistance may scem necessary, Ie can, in
all cases, at any rate, act as a mediun of
communicating improved methods cmployed
by diffecrnt masters.

As this is a serious matter to us, wt can
afford to omit no important btaring. We
all admit that the thrce Inspectors are highly
qualified in their several departments, but
the biggest toady in the profession would
heqitate to assert that in the advanced stages
of all subjects as now taught in our High
Schools, they are equally competent, or, to
put it in another form, they are not "admir-
able Crichtons." Soine very ludicrousscenes
have occurred when an effort has been made
to produce the impression that they arc. No
end of talk has been indulged in to prove-
what is now admitted theoretically and prac-
tically-that no High School master is able
to teach properly %Il the subjects in the pro-
gramme, and yet we find our High School
Inspectors occasionaliy examining depart-
ments in which their knowledge is notoriously
defective, and what is worse, apportioning
noney on the results of such examinations.
The practice of carryirng round sets of ques-
tions is one that it is now time to give up.


