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inducing those to uiie il who are not fully alive to
tho real value ot iti <oriiising propertiies, thaln with
any expeotation of imîakimi.r conversi of others, who,
through ignorance and Irielii(lirc, are dMPirrminec'îd not
themselves, nor will yet allow, if tiey can 1 oqibly
ielp it, their neighbours, to e benefitted by it. To
such, I fear il is ahnost usele"s to writo or îalk
and yet I havc kmmov /nie andf /zIs 'onîvinc even
the nost sceptical oit many subiects, and eradicate
the most inveterati an, ù.)-rootpil dices in the'
ninds of some indi i ual. It is therefore, perhs.

Wise to live aid hope!
My first esway with ii ster was alhint ten years

ago, upon a piece of féiiain corn, grownu a good deal
about the neighbourhod iii which 1 then resided. It
was my firit year in tli cointry, and beiung a per-
fect stranger to tha crop, I souliht, as a natt"r of
course, instruction of my neighbours, as to lite besit
mode of cuhivation ; and, on expressing my doubt
as to the land bing in sufliciently good ieart Io
carry such a bulky crop throiîgh to ranturity (hav-
ing little, or no manureiht Uc n on the farii). I was
told there wias no fear of that, with the manire I
had, provided I gave the corn a liberal dressing of
plaster. I imeincdiately set abont procuring lie
prerious article,-for sicli I have considered it
ever since, its virincs bing si f1ciently tested
upon that crop, to tiy entire satisfaction, as well
as upon those of lth. IVo subt qient years' growth
on the saine spot, without any additinal plaster or
other manuîre ; and I vill here give the particu-
lars. The corn piece w'as alboit five acres ; and
on learning that cattle. horses, and sheep wore
extremely partial to it as fodder, I determiined on
trying what extra quantity I could procure, to cut for
that purpese, by leaving the plaits twice as thick
in ti row (for I hRd sowuni th part on ivlciih
the corn was to ripen in drills, about three fect
apart, and tie one acre for fod.r about lialf that
distance), and lressing thewm librrally a second
time with plaster. Thie reult, I need hardly say,
more than answered my mno't sanguinîe expecta-
tions ; for I cut betwccn t'ur aMd five tons, as
near as I could guess, by ti.e nuimber of loads
we hauled out of the fiied ; and1 I do not hesitate
to assert, tlat had the land leci properly prepar-
cd the full previou.sly, we should ha c cut fully
six tons to the arre ; for I have sibce sein np-
wards of that weiglit growi on a favo:rale loca-
tion, where the ciop has ben well im:mnaged, and
the soason a kind one ; for you well know, Gen-
tlemen, notwithstanding ail Uie experience, skill,
and energy we farmers may poss<ss, the scasons
will occasionally (if I nay he pernitted to speak
-lain) make fools of us ail ! I have two or three
times since grown ithe sano crop broad-cast, but
not witli exactly the saine sucet'ssful resait : but
I do not attribute it to anîy fau!t ini the system;
it was owiiig to the soil buing greattiy impove'.r-
ished, in one instance ; and ini anothe'r the crop was
sown too late ; and the third time it liad to con-
tend with the hottest suminer Canada lias expe-
rienced, according to the recollection of that veri-
table peronage, " the oldest individual then alivo !"
It is fully ny intention this ycar, notwitls'and-
ing, to sow four or five acres fer fodder, if Tcan
accomplish it; being short of grass land, and
heavily stocked : but I shall prefer putting it in

with the ribbing plougl, as before, or with a
drill, tlie rows eiglhteen inches apart, and tlhe
plants thinned out about ninue inchtes asuider ir
the row. I mnay as w'ell here state, that I prefc
this systemiî to the broad-cast, as I have not onu
tUi plants more uniformly distriuecd, but I thir
a heavier crop, besides the advantage it afforò
of ruiîîing tit ribbinîg-plougi, or cultivalor, orc.,
I'twen tie rows, wlhe n tlie plant is about inr
iiclies Iigl. to t xop down the weeds ; and tlhr..
that risie between and Ielo to tle plants are d.
troyed with the lioe, in thininiiîg out the latter. TL
leaves ithe ioil a clean, and in as geod order fo,
wheat, as tie le-t ihilow vou can niake.

Anid nu'w fi r the restuilt of the double applicatie.
of plaster that was given to the acre, froin wilir
the fuddur wa cut. upîon tei two suibsequent cro1p.
for thi, is what I wisl more ejpeciaily to call ik
aitemitini of youir readers to, and paruicularly dJ
those (shouild tihis letter, by chance, mncet the eyfî
of such) wlo un rupulously asocrt, vithout haviri

e i a t<ial, and thereby prejudice their neLigh.
bours, that platcr is an e'4haulsier of tle soil, ar
liereforo doe-i more iijiiry than good. The fi:

crop that succeeded <lie corn iwas oats, the secod
.peas. Tlhey were both good througliout ; but upe
the acre thiat w'as doubly pîlastered, the crop 'ai
rank in the ext reie-a mucli darker green ; ai
and the onts, when ripe, muchli h ier, and more d
them ; and the straw iiearly a foot and a lialf higLi
titan the reiainiiiiig part of the live acres. And, i
regards the pea crop, tlic folloiving year, the cifeet
where the double dressing or plaster had been ai
plied, was, if possible, more plainly discernible. Tra
pea straw was nearly as long again as the otier par
of the crop-also da'rker in colour, stronger, thel
larger, and Ilie pods uincli more mimerons. i
fact, I believe tlie crop vould have gone on grov
ing and flowering till Christmas, lad the weath
permitted ; for wen we cut it, whichi vas very Ji
(the middle of Se'ptember), that part of the en
was still ini blow. and the other part harvested.

Now, Messrs. Editors, what wili thie unbelieîe
in the fertilizing i eproperty of plaster say to IL
statement ? Did the plaster, in this case, prove
exhauser f the soil, or an injury to it? Wl'as er
suiich miserable falacy lieard of-such stupid ignt
ance promulgatcd ? Is it not equallysuirprisngx
deplorable that mon ill allow themselves to!
robbed, as it were, of hundreds of dollars. year;
hecause they will not give this clhcap and extra,
dinary fertilising iianure a fair trial ; when it et
he procured, too. at so small a cost ? To thosev
use the article I n:ed not even say, persevere-lk
own saigacity will lead them to that; but to th,
who argue thens'lves and their nîeiglhbours ow
the bnenefit arising from it, and thereby lessen t
yearly produce of their farnis nearly, if not fdl
one-third (for 1 do not liesitate to aflim, that there
scarcely a crop grown, upon whiclh it may not
applied with success, provided it be judicioui
used), I wofuld urge most strenuously to give
once a fair trial ; and I dare hazard they ivill
ready, ever afier, to travel alnost to the LaUcè
end for it, rather thain to be without it. Lett
Messrs. Editors, a-k the simple question of th
who erroneously assert, through shcer ignora
that "2plaster is of no lenefit to the farmer.


