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riod mostly undrained, and, as the elimate is
ry moisi, deep furrows lad to be made on
uchof the land to carry off the water-these
ndering the etfective working of machines dif-
cuit or impossible. Grain too, in general, is
uch softer in the straw in Britain than in this
iuntry, which mnakes it much worse to eut with
achinery-but probably the chief reaàon of the
sle encouragement mventors met with, vas
ot shortly after the close of the war in 1 q15,
h»uerers becane so plentV, and labour eould be
sd at so cheap a rate, that there would have
-n little or no protit in using a machine, over
nd labour. The state of society is very dif-
rent from ours-there both men and women
bour in the harvest field, and not only agricul-
itural labourers but many tradesmon-thelre
crnevmen and apprentices, in the eontnry, and
iages. turn out to the labours of the harvest-
-d. And further, those who recolleet how
my threshing machines vere destroyed by
ral labourers on their first introduction into
me parts of England, eau have no doubt that
3ping machines, had they been introdneed at
ýi period, vould have shared the same fate.
We shal iow notice some of the earlier mow-
zand reaping machines tried in America. In
s countrv the case was entirely different from
tain. Sneh lias been the condition of the

ople in this eountry-that in many parts of it
înual labour has been found inadequate to the
à of harvesting grain and grass in proper
e and nianner, while in all sections the cost
manual labour, where to be had, has'often
a found too expensive for profitable farming.
e have seen a notice of a reaping machine
t iras inveintefd by a Jereniah Bradley, of
ester County, in 18 21. It is stated that this
-hine answered the pnrpose tolerably well,
d was used to some extent.
hI looin g over a file of the Albany Cutiva-
(fron which excellent paper most of the fol-
ing notices are taken,) the first notice we find
in th-, August number for 1835, where it is
ted that "two implements have lately been
.entêd; one we believe in Columbia, thu other
Mntgomnery County, fur cutting grass by
:rpower; we have seen the latter, but as
did not witness its operation, we are not pre-
A to speak of its merits." In the April
ater for 1836 there is an engraving and de-
plon of Ambler's mowing machine, in which

tsated that the grass is cut by a scythe ex-
ding along above the teeth or comb, G feet
7, with an alternate movement to right and
t when the machine is in motion-it cuis five
t wide, and about an inch and a lialf above
:surface of the ground,-the grass is left up-
htwhere it grew, which facilitates its drying,
isaves the labour of spreading,-it is for-
hd iith three spare scythes, and can be
fied at pleasire in three mintes; it is stated
iher that about 100 acres of grass were eut

with the model machine un 1835,. in Columbia
County, at the rate of an acre in two hours.
The machine was drawn by two horses, which
travel on the mown grass. The editor states
- that lie had not seen the machine, but that
gentlemen, in vhose opinion lie reposed confi-
dence, assured him that the machine vas a valu-
able acquisition to our lusbandry. It was fur-
ther stated in the May number for 1837, that
this machine would cut from fifteen to twenty
acres of grass per day-that it might be used la
lodged grain with advantage-that it required
but one person to tend it-thdt it weighed about
500 lbs.-that it was not more liable to get out
of repair than a common horse-powei-and that
it would operate better on stony or uneven
ground than the revolving horse-rake, and would
cost $130. In the September number of the
Cultivator for the same year is a eut and de-
scription of "Wilson's reaping and mowing ma-
chine," invented by Captain Alex. M. Wilson,
Rlinebeck. It is noticed thus: " this machine
coisists of a carriage on two wheels, propelled
by onp or two horses or oxen travelling in the
rear and pushing it forward. In front, at the
hottom, is a horizontal wheel upon an upright
shaft ; which shaft and wheel receive a rotating
motion, communicated by gear fromn the main
axle which revolves with the wheels as the ma-
chine moves forward; the diameter of this
horizontal vheel, vith the addition of the knives
projecting from its edge, measures the width of
the swath, whicl is eut iith the knives, as the
wheel goes forward, rotating rapidly, and lying
close on the ground. The apparatus that sus-
tains the cutting wheel is so constructed as to
accommodate its height to any inequality of the
ground, and to give it any inclination required.
''he knives axe sharpened by their own opera-
tion, without stopping the machine. There is
aom attached to the upper side of the cutting
wlheel, a rim which gathers the grass as it is cut,
and lays it in a swath more regularly than eau
be done with a scythe. The editor states that
he had seen the machine in operation, and that
l tlought it well adapted to econonize labour
on large smooth meadows. In the September
numhber for 193î, there is a certificate signued by
eight names, (J. Buel, publisier of the Cultiva-
tor, being one of them) stating tiat lie had vit-
nesqsed the operation of thi machine, propelled
by one horse, on a boisk walk, through a thick
meadow of timothy anid red-top, some0what tan-
gled-tlat it cut a swath from 21 to 3 feet
broad in handsome style-that they -were of
opinion that with a double team, the machine
would operate well on smooth bottoms free froma
stones, and would effect a great saving in manual
labour.

The next machine noticed is Husseys, now
well known, which is thus nioticed by a Mary-
land cezrespondent in the August number for
1839; i " know not whether the news may not


