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rotation, from growing two consceutive corin crops. Now, after a lapse of eighty
years, the second Earl of Leicester wisely encourages his tenants to retura to
the once justly condemnned system of two white crops in succession ; because
the soil liat in 1770 vas exhusted, has, bv a long eourse of htigh-farming, been
rendered almost to fertile.

A complete hitory o)f English a.riulttur - froi *1751), would comiprizc naines
worthy of record from almuost cverv county, and the naine of George III. would
worthily appear at thŽ head of the list. He1c had a consideraleo practical know-
ledge of thescienoc, anid contributed, under th , deno-nination of Ralplh lobinson,
to Young's mn'thly periodical, 'The Annalf Agriculture.' lits devotion to the
pursuit lid mcli to recommînend it tu otherý; and Ic is often fondly and proudly
spoken of a, ' Farmer George.' But no sketh eau do justicn to so extensive a
subject, and, for the sake of brevity and iîplicit1 , we have purposely confined
ourselves to the tillage of Norfolk, which long led th .an it agriculture imuprove-
ment, andl where nearly all the imetliods whicl stood thd tc..t of time. were early
adoptcd. Tle ery labours seerned animnated with the sanie spirit as their
cmployers, for both Youîng ani Marshall rem,îarkcd that in n, part of England
did the vorkmaan display an equal activity. WVe now arrive at a period when
'Norfolk no longer oacopies its, old position. not beeruse it h: dropped behind
in the race, but because other countie, have pushed forward, and the course of
Ovents aire tunding tu equalize tlte arts of cultivation throughout the kingdom.
This last epocli is cliiely dibtinguished b% the imîmensc extension of drainage,
by the discuvery of artificial manures, bv the iniercased purehse of food for
Cattle, by the imaprovement of imilplemiienitb, and still nor by the improvement
of those who use thee. ' It is well knuwn,' say Sir John Sinclair, ' tiat the
best cultivated districts are Lse rwhich p the greatest facility of internal
communication, without whiel, .tgrieuhu lanuishes in tl nost fruitful soil,
and with it, the nost ungrýtful soil soon becomes fertile.' The effect wlich
railroads have produced upon fakuing is a signal illustratiýn of the justice of
this remark, for without their aid the larr portion of the recent progress would
have been impiliosible. The fuh ci heap and rapid convoyance for goods
which were tou bulky toi admit of fue inteLchangc in the days of horse-power-
for corn and cattle, COUl, iron and timber, inplemrents and nachinery, oil-cake
and artificial iauures-all that a fartmer lias to sell or wants to buy-and, above
aIl, for the fariner himiself, who brings home with him nîew ideas as well as new
inventions. The railway practieally eonverted distant rural parishes into the
suburbsi of towns, and thus inoeulate thenm with a spirit of inquiry and commner-
cial enterprise whici could niever have exibted under packhorse or waggon con-
uunication. Wesley, who had a widc experience of the different classes in
England, thought the tenantry the most ignorant, stupid, and unfeeling part of
the conmunity. 'In general,' lie added, 'their life is suprenely dul, and it is
usually unhappy, too; for of all people in the kingdom, they are the most dis-
contented, seldom satisfied either with God or man.' Wilkes said that, revers-
ing Pope's Maximl, they held that 'Whatever is, is wrong.' Wesley, howeer,
was mistaken both in supposing that husbandry was a dull occupation, and in
imagining that the grumbling of the husbandmen, which was chiefly designed
to keep down rents, was the real neasure of their discontent; but, taken as a
body, they neither read nor thought, were sluggish in their minds, and the slaves
of an antiquated routine. The suddenness with which the many have displayed
the aptitude which formerly was the prerogative of a few, is without a parallel
in the annals of farming.

The starting point of the new era may be dated from the years 1837 and 1838,
which were signalized by the foundation of the Royal Agrieultural Society of
England. This now famous association was suggested in a pamphlet published
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