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votation, from growing two consecutive corn crops.  Now, after a lapse of cighty
years, the sccoud Earl of Leicester wisely encourages his tenants to return to
the once justly condemned system of two white crops in succession ; becanse
the soil that in 1770 was exhousted, has, by along eourse of high-farming, heen
rendered wluost tao fertile.

A complets history of Eaglish agricultus - from 1750, would comprize names
worthy of record from almost evevy county, and the name of George 111 would
worthily appear at the kead of the list.  He had a cousiderable practical know-
Jedge of thescienee, aud contributed, under th + deno ninatien of Ralph Robinson,
to Young's monthly pevivdical, ¢ The Annals of Agriculture.” Hig devotion to the
pursuit did much to reevunend it to others; and he is often fondly and proudly
spoken of us ¢ Furmer George.”  But no sketeh ean do justice to so extensive a
subjeet, and, for the suke of brevity and simplicity, we have purposely confined
“ourselves to the tillage of Norfolk, which long led the van iu agrieulture innprove-
ment, and where nearly all the methods which stood the test of time were carly
adopted.  The very labours seemed animated with the same spirit as their
employcrs, for both Young and Marshall remarked that in no part of England
did the workman display an cqual activity.  We now arrive at a period when
Norfulk no longer oceupies its old position, not heeause it hax dropped behind
in the race, but because other counties have pushed forward, and the course of
ovents are tending to equalize the arts of cultivation throughout the kingdom.
This last epoch is chiclly distinguished by the immensc cxutension of drainage,
by the discovery of artificial manures, by the inercased purchase of food for
cattle, by the improvement of implemeants, and still morc by the improvement
of those who use thew. ¢TIt is well known,” say Sir John Sinclair, ¢that the
best cultivated distriets s those which pesscss the greatest facility of internal
comnmunication, without which, euriculture languishes in the most fruitful soil,
and with it, the most ungratetul soil soun becomes fertile”  The efiect which
railroads have produced upuvn fanwing is a sigaal illustratisn of the justice of
this remark, for without their aid the larger pottion of the recent progress would
have been iwpossible.  They furnish cheap and rapid conveyance for goods
which were tov Dulky to adwmit of fice inturchavge in the days of horse-power—
for corn and cultle, coul, ivon and timber, implements and machinery, oil-cake
and artificiel manures—all that a furmer hus to sell or wauts to buy—and, above
all, for the farmer himself, who brings home with him new ideas as well as new
inventions. The railways practically convected distant rmral parishes into the
suburbs of towns, and thus inoculaie them with o spirit of inquiry and commer-
vial enterprise which could never have existed under packhorse or waggon com-
munication,  Wesley, who had a wide experience of the different classes in
Lingland, thought the tenantry the most ignorant, stupid, and unfeeling part of
the community. “In general,’ he added, ¢ their life is supremely dull, and it is
usually unhuppy, too; for of all pcople in the kingdom, they are the most dis-
contented, seldom satisfied either with God or man.” Wilkes said that, revers-
ing Pope’s Maxiwm, they held that ¢ Whatever is, is wiwng.” Wesley, howeyer,
was mistaken both in supposing that husbandry was a dull occupation, and in
imagining that the grumbling of the husbandmen, which was chiefly designed
to keep down rents, was the rcal measure of their discontent; but, taken as a
body, they neither read nor thought, were sluggish in their minds, and the slaves
of an antiquated routine. 'The suddenness with which the many have displayed
the aptitude which formerly was the prerogative of a few, is without & parallel
in the annals of farming.

The starting point of the new era maybe duted from the years 1837 and 1838,
which were signalized by the foundation of the Royal Agricultural Society of
Eunglind. This now famous association was suggested in a pamphlet published



