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;artment was numerous and active. A ptrsonal inspection was
nade by Lieutenaat Governor Hunter, and a fort was com-
nenced upon the Miami. The hopes of the Indians were elated

by the celebrated war talk of Lord Dorchester. Profuse issues
of cloting, provisions,and ainunition, were made to them.
Sev-eral intercept! letters of Britisi officers were published.
whicl leauve no doLbt of the- influence exerted upon the In-
dians. General Wayne in bis official report states, 'that he
had obtained a victory over the combined force ohe hostile
Indians and a considerable number of the volunteers and mili-
tia of Detroit.' And this, too, in a time of profound peace
between the American and British government!

When the Indians fled from the victorious army of Wayne,
they applied for admittance into the British fort at the foot of
the Rapids of the Miami. Assurances, that they would find
shelter there, should the fate of the day prove adverse, had
been long before given. The commanding officer, however,
took counsel of his prudence, rather than his promises, and
closed his gates to the flying savages. This conduct bas never
been forgotten by the Indians, and Tecumthé in his celebrated
speech to Proctor, reproached the British with this gross de-
ception. 'At the battle of the Rapids last war,' said the in-
dignant chief, 'the Ainericans certainly defeated us ; and
wien we retreated to our father's fort at that place, the gates
were shut against us.' And in the speech of Walk-in-the-
water, the Wyandot chief, wlhen the Wyandots of Brownstown
were inportuned to cross the Detroit river, and join.the British
standard, this untimely occlusion of the fort yet lingered in
the mermorv of the Indians.

lI 1812 commenced our second war witbi England. It was
preceded in 1811 by hostilities upon the Wabash, where Te-
cunthé and bis brother the Prophet had collected -a-considera-
ble band of disaffected Indians, seceders from the established
authorities of their tribes. This spirit, however, never extend-
ed far, and it was repressed by the vigorous and decisive can-
paign of General Harrison. Tranquillity was restored upon
the borders, until Christian hands again offered the tomahawk to
the Indians, and christian presents and promises induced them
to accept it. In 1812, as in 1775, did the American govern-
ment exert every effort to save the Indians from embarking in
a hopeless contest, in which they had neither rigrhts to assert,
nor wrongs te avenge ; but which was prosecuted for objects.
that they understood as little as they regarded.

Ià-


