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Dominion Government aids the Royal Society by an annual
grant of $5,000, which is set aside for the publication of the
transactions and proceedings. Thus far, four large volumes
have been published, and a glance at their contents affords
convincing testimony of the value of the work which the
society is doing. Itsweak point, doubtless, rests in the literary
sections. But even those departments may be made valuable and
eminently useful intime. Inarchaology, history and ethnology
the field is wide, and it is satisfactory to note that the two first
sections are already devoting their energies to their special line ’
of work with vigor and zeal. In one branch of study, in particu-
lar, that of ethnology, the Royal Society has an important duty
to perform. The Indian population is fast disappearipg. In a
few years, the characteristics of the red races will be wholly
lost. It is necessary to preserve these, while the tribes remain,-
and this work is being done by the second section of the Royal
Society, and it is a work which possxesses a value that cannot
be over estimated. Of course, in historical research, and in
archzological investigation, the extent of the society’s labors
is practically unlimited. Royal societies, with similar objects
in view, exist in various quarters of the globe. Canada surely,
-is old enough and advanced enough to have one also.

In a paper such as this, some reference should be made to
the really admirable Department of Archives, which is main-
tained by the Dominion Government at Ottawa. It is under
the charge of that competent and zealous officer, Mr. Douglas
Brymner, whose tastes and training well fit.him for the duties
of his office. He has really created the department and made
it one of the most efficient ini the public service of Canada.
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