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(Taken from a pamphlet, entitled " The journal of a
Two Months' Tour, with a View of promoting Religion.
&c. &c." By CHARLES BEATTY, A. M. London. 1168.]

CONCLUSION.

THE reader has now 'iefore him all the information I
have been able to colle& on this curious and difputed fubjeft
upon which I beg leave to offer a few remarks. It is diffi-
cult to fuppofe that hifforians and poets fhould have
combined to impofe on the world by a fabricated nory of
Madoc's emigration. It is admitted that the art of naviga-
tion was very imperfe&ly underftood in the twelfth century ;
yet furely it is poffible that the voyages here related, might
be performed *. The idea of a weftern hemifphere might

have

native or R.'.a, in Spai., did before him find out these regions. He tells us, tha
Be6a, using to trade in a smali vessel to the canarier, wa driven by a furiou
and tedious tempest over unto these western conmrie; and at bis return e gave,
to CaW«, or Cads.b, an account of what he had seen, but soon after died of a
disease he had got on his dangerous voyage." He further adda, "lnadeed the tw.
tasa., facher and son, under the commission of our King hury VII. entering
upon their generous undertakings in the year 14q7, made further discoverime
ci America than either Ct.sm or Vespans. Yea, since the Câsti made a dis-
covery Of this COVIweiT in 1497, and it ws Y4.98 before Csksaber discovered
any part of the Cotinent, r know not why the .Spuiard should go unrnvae'd is
the claim of this new world."

* Since the above went to the press, the following communicâtion has bees
received from a friend.

" It is much more improbable, thatthere shouid be no foundation for al the
reporta that have been made of Madoc's voyages, and the existence of Wekh
ldians ii North America, than that an expedition should have been underta-
len la the iath centary, sinilar to those whkh were repeatedly performed in the
s 5th. The mariner's compass was probabty known ai the former period ; for
it is described by a French poet, who wrote early in the 13th century : but the
application of astronomy, which had been custonary from remota antiquity,
might have sufficed for a voyage to America with persons who had courage
enogih for the enterprise. Brtain was at that time celebrated for Ma marine;
and, indeed, bd been so 6oo years before. In the fleut which Richard L
equipped, in the year i ago, were more than s6o three-mased ships. Hencç
the expressions of Matthew, of Westminster, who wrote in the ith centurv,
need not be considered s very hyperblical :" O Eagland! thou vwst ianaly
equal to bte ancient Chaldeans in power, probperity, and glory. The ships et
Tarshish could not be compared with thy shipa, which brought theS spices, andevery precious thing, from the four cornera of the world." There were may

ea-perus celebratsd for commerce, and nout more so than Bristol, as the peis
e'


