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THE ROSE SHOW.

The Victoria Horticultural Society is
greatly to be congratulated upon its
rose show. The public-spirited ladies
and gentlemen, who keep this organi-
zation in existence and devote so much
time and attention to making its public
exhibitions -a success, deserve the
thanks of the community. One of Vic-
toria’s great charms is its flowers, and
it is an 'excellent thing to have fre-
quent exhibivions of what our florists
and amateur gardeners can do in:the
way of producing bloom. Such exhibi-
tions are highly attractive and they be-
get a spirit: of emulation which is
highly commendable and leads to ex-
cellent results. . There is much pleasure
to be got out of a flower garden, and
everything calculated to promote an in-
terest in' floriculture deserves ‘encour-
agement,

OVER CLASSIFICATION.
) R

The Hodgins charges have been
withdrawn and the special committee
has gone out of existence, but the letter
of the Assistant Chief Engineer of the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company
to the Chief Engineer of the Trans-
continental Railway Commissioners
yet remains undisposed of. That of-
ficial absolutely corifemned the Quebec
system of classification, and says that
under it “the specifications have been
entirely ignored.”” This has been the
case for many months and was the
practice séven months before the Com-
missioners reported to Parliament that
the classification in. ‘Quebec “agreed
with the specifications and was there-
fore perfectly regular.” It is of work
reported to be regular that the G.T.
Pacific engineer says:

‘We had detailed percentages for each
cut, and were greatly surprised at the
allowance made for solid rock and loose
rock. In nearly every case where the
cuttings were not entirely all ledge, the
estimate given for “solid rock” is dou-
ble, or more than double, what it should
be. In fact, the specifications have been
entirely ignored, and an excessive al-
lowance made .

He concludes his letter with this re-
markable langnage:

As before stated, these over-classifi-
cations are not made through error in
Judgment, nor upon the decision of the
resident or division engineers, who are
fully acquainted with the character of
the work, but by arbitrary orders 'from
their superior. To such  classification
mentioned above, inereasing the cost of
the work to such an alarming extent,
we must seriously protest, and respeet-
fully request that either yourself or
the Assistant Chief Engineer visit the
work, and pass judgmentupon the clas-
sification as made. |

Surely it will not be pretended that
such a protest. as this ought to be

* overlooked- and that all investigation
ought to cease, simply because Major
Hodgins -has seen fit 6 withdraw his
accusations: against ‘the good faith of
the Commissioners. The issue was not
one between Major Hodgins and the
Commissioners, but between the people
of Canada and the men who are charg-
ed by the government with the respon-
sibility of expending millions of public
money. Incidentally it is an issue be-
tween the Grand ’J;’r‘unk Pacific Rail-
way company -and the government, be-
cause the company has to pay interest
upon the cost of the road, and it neces-
sarily will object to paying for over-
classification, It is no answer to say
that this is a question to be determined
later on, and that even if there has
been too much charged up against the
road the company will not have to pay
Interest on it. ' This may be satisfac-
tory to the company, which is able to
protect itself by a formal protest; but
it ought not to be ‘satisfactory to.the
people, because. once the contractors
have been paid ‘according to an ever-
classification, there will ‘be no way of
getting the money back agdin into the
publje treasury. - The contractors will
be under no legal or moral obligation
to return it, and as a general proposi-
tion contractors do mot refund money
that has been deliberately paid them
with official sanction. The situation is
really a very serious one. Apparently
there is some monumental extrava-
gance being practiced, and if the pub-
lic believes there is fraud mixed up in
it one need not be surprised. It.is the
duty of the government to clear the
matter up, and if it refuses to do so,
the electors will hold it responsible,

A NEEDLESS DANGER.

Under the above caption, the Toron-
to Globe deals with a matter which is
by no means confined to the Ontario
city. Not very long ago a prominent
citizen of Victoria was injured in the
same way as those persons referred to
in the Globe’s article, which we quote
‘without comment, for mnone is neces-
sary, and invite the attention of the B.
C. Electric Railway Company to it,
The Globe said:

Two more people have been injured
by the highly dangerous practice of
running stfeet cars past the cars
which are discharging ' passengers.
That the injuries suffered were not
more serious is due to a lucky accident,
and does not make the creation or con-
tinuance of the danger any more excus-
able. To run a car past a standing car
creates a danger such as no factory in-
spector would tolerate among indus-
‘trial employees. A street car under
way is a dangerous piece of moving
machinery. As such il creates the need
of precautions against accidents. A
free view of the road and of the ap-
proaching car gives the necessary safe-
guard. When such free view is shut
off it is unpardonable and even crimi-
nal negligence to run the car. A
standing car shuts off the view that is
essential to saféty, and the law should
require the approaching car to come to
a halt,

A piece of moving machinery in a
factory is mot a source of danger if
fully exposed to wiew. WUnobstructed
sight gives safety either with moving
machinery or approaching street cars.
But if moving machinery is so con-
cealgd by obstructions that employees
may approach without any visible re-
minder of its proximity the inspéctors
are careful to see thdt absolute safey
is insured by protecting rails or grat-
ings. Experience’ has shown many
times that it is mot enough for em-
ployees to know of the danger. They
must have a visible reminder of its
proximity whenever they approach it.
Factory inspection insures proper safe-
guards wherever such visible. remind-
ers. are absent.

X

Experience has also shown that it is

not. sufficient for the public to know
of the passing of street cars. They
must have a visible reminder of the
danger whenever a  moving car ap-
proaches. When the: view of the ap-
proaching car is shut off by another
car ‘taking on or discharging passen-
gers the approaching car should be
stopped, This is a simple and urgerntly
needed precaution, and such as would
be required to guard against a similafr
danger in any factory. Now that many
stops have been cut out, the addition-
al stops entailed would be trifling com-
pared with the danger averted. It is
seldom that a moving car approaches
at the time when another is stationary,
but when it does so it creates a situa-
tion too dangerous to be tolerated on
any public highway.

There ‘are several places in this city
where there are likely to be accidents
from this cause. : One of them is at the
intersection of Belleville and Govern-
ment streets and the other at the inter-
section of Courtenay ani Government.
Nearly every one who leaves a ear at
cither of these points does so for the
purpose of crossing the street, in the
first instance to go to the Parliament
Buildings or to the C. P. R. wharf, or
to go out Belleville, and in the second
instance to go to the postoffice. Sev-
eral instances have come to the notice
of the Colonist in which accidents have
been narrowly averted at these points
because of a car coming along while
the other was stationary, and thereby
obstructing the view. We suggest that

no car should be allowed to pass a;

stationary car at either of these points
unless the stationary car is disabled.
Pending the issue of such an order, we
advise all persons leaving a car at
these points not to cross the street un-
til their car has moved on.

A FREE PRESS,

The Saturday Sunset, of Vancouver,
defines what is in its opinion a free
newspaper. It is one “whose editor ex-
presses his own honestly acquired con-
victions.” Then it adds that a paper
that is merely the organ of a party or
corporation or other private interset is
no more independent “than a cayuse
staked out on a sidehill is a free horse.”
This sort of thing passes with some
people for wisdom, but does it never
strike them that a paper that voices the
interests of an' individual is just as
likely to be controlled by self-interest
as one that voices the sentiments of
several individuals? = Those persons
Wwho have had“anything like a long and
varied experience in editorial manage-
ment will bear us out in saying that
the talk of political or corpdration con-
trol, of which so much 1is heard, is
mostly moonshine. It is a rare thing
that politiclans control the utterances
of newspapers of any standing., 'The
shoe is oftener upon the other foot. It
may frequently happen that editors of
party newspapers discuss public ques-
tions with their political friends and a
line of action is agreed upon, but this
is just as likely to be an honest decis-
ion as one reached by an individual
who chooses to call himself indepen-
dent because he stands alone. So far
as corporation control goes, it is a
bogeyman invented to alarm unthink-
ing people.

As a general proposition even the
editors of party newspapers ex-
press “their own honestly acquired
convictions.” Sometimes they do not,
but better authority than the Sunset or
the Colonist has said that the funda-
mental principle of party government
is compromise, As society is organized
expediencg must have a potent influ-
ence in the determination of policies,

to endeavor to follow a line of thought
which any one . individual .may hold.
For it is possible that the ‘“indepen-
dent” individual may be wrong: ' he
may be the slave of his own prejudices:
he may not be practical in his ideas;
his views, if carried into effect, might
either be unproductive of profitable
results or lead to evil consequences.
As an honest Liberal or Conservative
is possible, so an honest Liberal or
Conservative newspaper is possible. A
man may give his support to a political
party without endorsing everything
that it does,and justify his course by
believing that the policy of his party
on the whole, is better for the country
than the policy of its opponents, and if
& man may do this, why may not a
newspaper?

There may be instances in. which
newspapers are the organs of corpora-
tions. We do not know of any such in
Canada, but there may be.. We believe
that the great majority of newspapers
are absolutely independent of corpora-
tion control. Because a newspaper es-
pouses the claims of, say, the-Canadian
Pacific Railway Company or the Grand
Trunk {Pacific Railway Company, it by
no means follows that it is under the
influence of either the companies and
people who suppose it does are simply
judging others by what they would like
to be themselves. The truth of the
matter is that -most newspapers are
honest and most newspaper editors ex-
press “their own honestly acquired
convictions.” Independence is not a

.monopoly of free lances in journalism.

On the contrary such newsPapers are
oftener than not the veh11 és for the
expression of extreme ! prejudices,
warped judgments and personal ani-
mosities, g

POPULAR DELUSIONS.

Popular delusions die hard, but one
hardly would have expected a paper
like : Pearson’s Weekly of London 1o
speak of Alaska as a wilderness of ice
and snow. - Occasionally one sees some

extraordinary blunders in the cheaper

British publications in regard te Can-
ada, and even some of the more preten-
tious publications fall into ridiculous
errors. ' One common mistake is for
writers to describe the climate of Can-
ada as they might déscribe that of, say,
the Isle of Wight.  They forget that
the Dominion _is nearly ‘as large as
Europe and has about as great, or near-
ly ds great, a variety of climate. So
also in regard to the soil of Canada,
its social conditions; its facilities of
communication and so on.. An editor,
who would be greatly shacked, if any
one should fail to recognize him as one
of the leaders of ‘the tribe, in returning
an article to be amended by the elision
of all remarks about the possibilities of
the Peace River country, said that it
was the custom of Canadian writers to
exaggerate everything  about their
country, and he added: “We have been
in Canada and we Know.”
with very grotesque errors even on the
part of ~Canadians. themselves. One
prominent Toronto businéss man never
knew until - he reached 'the Paéific
Codst that Vancouver was not on Van-
couver Island. A prominent Canadian
public man supposed that Vancouver
Island lay off the western coast of the
State of Washington, until hig. error
was: pointed out to him /in Victoria.
Today it is  a common belief among
fnillions of . people:  that cowboys
‘shoot-up” the towns of Western Can-
ada and that Indians with war paint

and strings of sealps are a common }

sight in our streets. Possibly Cana-

.Qlans are under just as great delusions

regarding other countries as the people
of these countries are respecting ours,
but we hope not. We would not like

.to think we are as ignorant of other

places as some people are of our place,

.
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§BUt there is.no telling. We are all

erroneous ideas respeeling people and

similar idea is too often found with

rather- the other way.

THE POLITICAL OUTLDOK.

In his speech .before the local Con-
servative Association, Mr. McBride re-
viewed ‘the political ,outlook in the
province, and we think any candid
critic will have to concede that he was
not unreasonable in his claims as to
the present prospects of the party of
which he is the local leader. Speaking
more particularly of Victoria he ex-
pressed the opinion that Mr. Temple-
man’s defeatr is a foregone conclusion.
The majority of the people of this city
are Conservative by preference. It is
true that they have on several recent

but normally the city is Conservative.
We think this was shown at the elec-
tion of Mr. Templeman. That gentle«
man rege#ved a very considerable Con-
servative support and Mr. J. L. Beck-
with. was not backed up by a united
party.  Mr. Templeman also - -had the
prestige attaching to the head of one of
the public departments in a gévern-
ment' behind- - which was a tremendous
parliamentary majority; yet his rela-
tive strength, under these exceptionally

the vote to be very little greater than
that of Mr. Riley at a general eléction,
when the issue-was.-the Grand Trunk
Pacific railway project. If the Con-
servatives had been united against Mr.
Templeman and he had been without
the advantage resulting from his place
in the Cabinet, there is no room for
doubt that he would have been defeat-
ed. When- he next comes before the
people, his position will be much weak-
er than it was then. The people have
learned that the advantages of havinga
Cabinet Minister to represent them are
largely imaginary. They have seen no
special good resulting from it; indeed
our representative seems to have been
struck speechless so far as the welfare
fof his constituency is concerned in the
discussion: of great: public questions.

which Victoria has present and much
greater future interests, have been up
for discussion, but: Mr. Templeman
has never felt called upon to say any-
thing on -behalf of his constituency,
neither can.his friends claim $hat as a

calculated to strengthen his hold upon
the confidence of the community, On
two important matters heé has thrown
his influence against the province. One
was the question of better terms; the
other, the more recent one of the Chin-
ese head tax. On both these questions
he had taken the position
claims of the province, upon which we
are all united here, are not just or
equitable, and his views have prevailed
at Ottawa. . Mr. Templeman when he
next comes before the electors will not
be a member of a cabinet sirongly en-
trenched in the House of Commons, but
one of a group of ministers who have
collectively been weighed in the bal-
ance and found wanting, Concerning
the administration of his own special
department, which is largely routine;
we have no comments to make, except
to say that no scandals have arisen in
connection with it, and in.all fairness
We can say that he is not a man who
would: permit himself to be mixeéd up

that the

Fi

| at times President Roosevelt has been

very likely to have formed e;cee'd!ngly a little  too 'precipitate, but he has al-

ways been honest. Mr.  Tatt  will

countries that we have never seen. To| doubtless be just as honest and just.as
the ancient Romans all peoples outside| fearless, but he is I
of the:Empire were barbarians, and a| cautious.

He' will'be & safe man at
the head of affairs during a period

people to day. They do not look upon | which is somewhat critical in' the de-
what is unknown as magnificent, but| velopment of the nation. i ;

A SIGN OF THE TIMES.

The London Standard sommenting
upon the Pan-Anglican  Congress,
makes the following notable' observa-
tions:

“On Monday we printed a list—
necessarily not quite complete—of the
Bishops who will spend an 'eventful
period in ‘the -metropolitan . city of
their Church.. Some represent .small
British communities most
geneous in faith; others come Irom
populous and progressive regions
which suppbrt almost as many de-
nominations - as our own country;
some, again, are traveling from lands

occasions returned ILdberal candidates; where a small group of Christian wor-

shippers seem but as a drop in the
great human sea of pagan observ-
ange. These men, perhaps, will have
most to- tell us that we-stand in need
of learning. For the more skilful and
earnest they are in thelr mission work
the more willing they are to acknowl-
edge the elements of ttuth and per-
manent value in other religions, how-
ever stunted in their .development or
perverted from the original purity ‘of
their' objects.  ‘The breadth and tol-
erance acquired by intercourse with

favorable curcumstances was shown by | alien: modes -of- thought, a. .diverse

code of ethiecs, and a traditional out=
look upon life and its purpose by no
means checked-their<zeal in the pro-
pagation of a higher creed. Yet, as a
rule, they will be found ranged on the
side of those lay statesmen who de-
precate .any  attempt to destroy the
ancient beliefs and sanctions:of mor-
ality before the native mind has been
prepared to accept a new dispensa-
tion. It is the duty of the British
government as an Imperial’ authority,
and of the Church of England as an
Imperial Church, to avoid and dis-
courage any policy of interference with
the religious tenets or time-honored
customs of any race  within the Em-
pire—always provided that these dre
not hostile t6 good order and elemen-
tary moralss The bloodshed and  dis-

Large problems, involving interests, in| turbance caused by injudicions zealots

in the mission field have been de-
plored, = in . unmeasured terms, by
kstatesmen so sincerely Christian ' as
was Mr. Gladstone. It is -not, we
think, a trouble likely to .be repeated,
because the most enthusiastic = pro-

silent worker he had achieved anything| Pagandists have now come to realise

how grave a setback may be given to
the cause which they have at heart.
The Mussulmans and Buddhists look
to the Imperial government for pro-
tection in their ancient faith, and are
as fully - entitled to claim the enjoy-
ment of spiritual liberty: as are the
innumerable. sects in = Great Britain.
This principle, we rejoice to think, is
generally recognised ‘and = faithfully
observed by the English clergy who

obligation, no doubt, is equally in-
cumbent upon : Christians of every
denomination, but the sense of it
should be, as, indeed, it generally is,
amongst those who aspire to cover
half the globe with a network of
Anglican dioceses.

Such a statement, if, it correctly re-
presents the facts, indicates a new. de-
parture in missionary effort. We have
been accustomed to be told that it was
the duty of ali"Christians to root out
every vestige ‘of What we have been
taught was heathen ridplatry, and that

in shady transactions. ».As a.member-of{ the religious beliefs of ;all: people out-
and it is not always possible or -wise| a 'discredited government, he will stand

in a very different position from fthat
which. he occupied at theé bye-election,
and while we make- it a rule never to
indulge in political prophecies, ‘we are
satisfied that the defeat of Mr. Temple-
man is easily within the powers of the
Conservatives of Victoria, provided
they keep up the excellent organization
which they have at present.

MR. TAFT CHOSEN.

The choice:of Mr. Taft as the Repub-
lican candidate for the presidency on
the first ballot speaks well for the
manner - in which his campaign was
conducted, and is a signal demonstra-
tion of the quality of Mr. Roosevelt.
That the latter might have been the
choice of his party, if he had given' so
much as a hint that he wished to be,
no one denies; that if he had been
chosen, he would have been triumph-
antly elected -no one will question.
That millions of people in the United
States of both political parties would
have welcomed his candidature is cer-
tain. Yet he stood by his given word
and refused to accept the honor that

which was being thrust upon him in a
variety of ways.. It is a remarkable
exhibition. of 'self-denial.  He could
easily have made it evident that, while
he had determined not to be a can-
didate, he would not refyse to listen
to the united voice of his party, and
if' he had done so, we do not know
that any one .could have blamed him.
The condition of things in the United
States would justi®y a man in not
taking too extreme a. view of the ob-
ligation of such promise as he made.
But he not only stood by his word,
but he used all ‘his great influence to
secure the nomination - of anether.
There is in this act a promise of bet-
ter things for United States politics.
We feel like congratulating the people
of that country wupon this new illus-
tration that their President is.a man
cast in no common mold, and that they
have been able to show the world such
a valuable exposition of the claim that,
notwithstanding all the objectionable
features of their public life, as a rule
the men, who are entrusted with the
highest office in their gift, are inspir-
ed by high ideals.

The nomination of Mr., Taft means
his election almost to a certainty. Tt
also means that the same general pol-
icy which Mr. Roosevelt has followed
will prevail during the next presiden-
tial term. On the whole this policy is
for the good of the people. ' Possibly

sireak nor sp
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side the pale of Christendom were evil
and the inventions of the prince of
darkness. Many ‘Intélligent laymen
have contenfied that to destroy the
faith of so-called heathen in their own
religion and to present to them ideas,
which they could not be expectéd to
comprehend, was to do. more’ harm
than good. Occasionally’ a returned
missionary would say something @ to
the same effect. 'A Very prominent

religions organizations, who had spent
.many years in Chipa. in an Interview

rago, spoke very freely to the same
effect. + He ‘deprecated the presenta-
tion of ‘doctrinal triths as we see them
to the Chinese, and insisted that the
only -real missiongry work was. tha
which was exemplified in good works.
By these he thought China would in
time become Christianized, ' but 14t
would take a long time. The old
notion that missionaries wepe in duty
bound to present the Gospel to  'the
heathen, so as.to-give them an oppor-
tunity to embrace jt and thus justify
their final punishment for refusing to
do so, has been abandoned by all ex-
cept & very narrow-minded minority.

was ‘not only within his reach, but| There is much good in all religions.

and misslonary work to be ‘successful
must, we think, recognize this good and
seek to improve upon it. The policy of
denunciation has been a failure;. but
wherever it has been tried the policy
of good works has been a success. It
is refreshing to learn that the major-
ity of the Anglican bishops appreciate
this view of the case.

The Russian Duma has its own ideas
of the way to promote temperance. It
seriously proposes that the royal arms
of Russia, which every bottle of vodka
bears on its-label, shall be replaced by
a skull and cross bones, so that con-
sumers of the national beverage may
have before them constantly a warn-
ing that overindulgence is dangeérous.’

Mr. Ralph Smith,  M.P, has glven
his views on Oriental immigration: to
the :Standard of Empire.  JHe takes
much the same ground as the Colonist
has taken, although we do nét for a
moment suggest that he patterned his
views of those of this paper. "We are
very glad that he has taken'the oppor-
tunity to place hisopinions so strong-
ly and in such a prominent way be-

dom.

Welland, Ont., June "19.-——Andrew
Hoover, an. old farmer, was killed by
lightning while rowing in the Welland
river last night.
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{ETE NOUSE FURNISHERS i

The Largest and Best

i

VICTORIAB.G

‘'In the Whole Wide West.
" Established 1862

B OMPLETE NOUSE FURNISHERS

"
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ROOMSIN

VICTORIA

During the past eighteen months five
thousand bedrooms have been built, refurn-
ished, or are in the process of being built in
Victoria and district; during the next eighteen
months this number will be greatly increased.
Our output of Bedsteads and Bedroom Fur-
nishings has been phenomenal, but we have

made preparations to cope

L

)

L

~

with all your requirements.

In our Bedstead Depart-
\ ment we

7 have just

unpacked

- ah.large
10 (e 1 ipment
! i oW
' | bedsteads
‘ | S" both brass
and iron.
They are

AN

s

works of art, yet practical in construction; the

tubes, filling rods,

castings and pillars are of

-the very finest materials, the workmanship

is .the best. = In:
either round or
tinuous pillars,
straight foot
or bow foot;
themanufactur-
er guarantees
the lacquer for.
tenyears. Inthe
iron bedsteads
the colorcombi-
nations are ex-

_quisite, you can

easily match
your bedroom
furnishings.

the brass you-can seleet

square tubing, either con-

There are Bedsteads for mansion or cottage,
for hotel or apartment house, for hospital or
camp—all priced low. We should like you to
examine these bedsteads, then see if you can

get better value

elsewhere; we welcome

comparisons and competition, they nerve us
to. greater and better efforts in our own and

your interests. We

‘have nothing to hide, bring

an expert with you and take his verdict, .

For Men Only

On Saturday we received a large consignment

| of the very latest office desks, roll top and flat
tops, but-—and this is the point—they are superior
“to anything that has been shown in Victoria in
this line. We shall price them on Monday at low
figures—you can see them at any' time. Take ele-

vator to fourth floor.

FURMITORE STORE OF THE “LIST" WEST

MAXERS
iy O i

FURNITURE
IND OFFIGE
FITTING S

That Are
Better

 OVGRNNENT STREET. VCTORM, BC.

Sever

“mrticle of

with the
able for
referencd
Eman
name SV
His fath
but his
tempora
with ang]
parents
Pnge]ic
classics 4
ating at
years in
and a re
such stoj
was per
then de

. science.

accompli
ings, an
were Su(
He was
Mines, a
Europea;
his stud
hope of
it, and 1
ture of
pean to
latest df
he was
him. H
by nat
could t
was op€
tion as
*introd
that “t
declared
the Lo
his spiy
gnd thg
gpirits
Sweden
mitted
by a s¢g
spiritua
the Al
the Lo
Lord,
have c
Holy S|
thou s

L _all his

self to
his go
of age.
sion.
and d
great n
beliefs.
Pery
£ love an

ligencd
of ma
worlds]
and
scribed
things
things
causes
creatid
Creato
that t
there
than
that tH
and t}
" He clg
place
place.
three
- -men 1




