
[he Wabash Railroad
; now acknowledge:! to be the great through 
ir line between the east and the west, the 
ist appointed and^moet up-to-date railroad 
America.

Passengers going west on the ast mail, 
ach St. Louis next afternoon. The shortest 
id quickest route to the west.

11 Wabash trains have free reclining chair 
rs, and are solid wide vestibule from 
adlight to rear platform.
Full particulars from any R. R. Agent, 
J. A. Richardson, District Passenger 

;ent, north-east corner King and Yonge 
reets, Toronto and St. Thomas, Ont.

J. A. McCALLUM, Agent.

SnowflakeBakery
Iden & Strachan, Props.

ve you tried our snowflake Bread ? 
lot, do so, and you wiil have no other.

Kes of all Kinds are Specialties 
with us.

THE AYLMER EXPRESS : THURSDAY, FÜB. 14, 1901.

also carry a choice line of Imported.and 
)omestic Cigaiv, Pipes, Tobaccos-, &c.

EDEN & STRACHAN.

ZiR SALE or rxchance, one acre of land 
with fair house and barn ou the west side 

ohngStreet, <011111, in the T wn of Aylmer, 
ii soil for garden' -g purposes,will sell cheap 
eu easy terms, or will exchange for a small 
I. Apply to 0 O Learn e» Estate 
k. r Brown Home. Aylmm

)R SALE AT A BARGAIN—1U0 acres of 
choice clnv loam land, oni-g the* south- 

quarter of the south-east quoitcr of Sec. 
id the south-west quarter ut the eouth- 
quarter of Section one. and the north 

or south-east quarter of Fouth-w. st quar- 
uf Section one, in Township Is, North 
tie. Two in the State of AHchigan, adjoin 
he City of Glaowin ; medium house, good 
nrildiugs. Is offered cheap and ou easy 
s. Apply :t,o C. O. LEARN keel Estate 
er. Brown House Block, Aylmer, Onf.

>R SALE—Story and one half frame hoeed 
and four lots, on the corner of Queen raft 

ir Street. A very dealrat-le location, ane 
two minutes walk from Poet Office. Id 
ed cheap for cash, or will give all the Hoed 
Ired for one-half the purchase money. Perl 
1er particulars, apply to 0.0. LEARN, Beeli 
be Broker, Brown House Block, Aylmer .On.'

U SALE OR EXCHANGE—£G0 ones, 
being ports of lots 1, 2 and in the first 
jf Malahide, 235 acres cleared, ocres of 
3r. The builoings consist of 5 large bonk 
i, nearly new; 1‘ medium grain barn, 
drive barn, larget ranary on stone wall, 
good V/. storey frame 1 - u-e with cellar, 

ze. A large portion of the farm is first 
[orgrazing purposes; the Foil is sandy 
lay loam, all in a good state ot cultivation;
1 take a small farm in a goo- leva ity as 
rayment Apply to C. (). L am. Real 
e Broker, Brown House Block, A.xlmer,

i SALE OR EXCHANGE 50 seres ot 
rood sandy loam, bring a port of lot 22, 

first concession of the Township of 
outh, within three miles of Sparta, good 
on the fa m, is offered cheap or will 

. small property in the Town of Aylmer 
t payment. Apply to C. O. LEARN, 
Estate Broker, Brown House Block,
r, Out. t—.ÎÉ • .

SALE—Eighty cores of good land, in the 
ounty of Banilao. Mich., 1 1-4 mile* from 
firing Town of Deckeville, on the F. and 
LR. 65 acres cleared, soil, clay loam, 
need and well watered, fair buildings, 
heap for cash. For further particulars 
to O. O. ijEARN, Real Estate Broker, 
House Block, Aylmer, Ont.

BALE
K) acres of choice land in the Township of 
told, about 190 acres cleared, situated 
les wes t of St. Tbomis on Talbot street 
,rm west of the famaus stock farm of 
Robinson, formerly known as the John 
irm. There is a great bargain offered in 
•m. Easy terms of payment. Appiyto 
<BARN, Real Estate Broker, Aylmer

EST BREAD 
EST CAKES 
EST BUNS

e from the BEST STOCK, 
he BEST BAKER

/. C. TALBOT’S
iing Cakes a Specialty.
ou want a first-elasa Cigar call on ub.

W. C. TALBOT.

nent System-Mutual Principle.

OFFICE OF THK

il Reserve Fund 
Life Ass'n,

Freehold Büildin» 

Toronto, October 14th, 189& 
authorized to announce thaï 1» 
syiccat of all death claims In the 
a of Canada will be made by check 
lo Bank, Toronto ; or the MoIiom 
ontreal, thus making the Mutual 
practically a home company.

W. J McMurtry,
Manager for Ontario.

O RENT—100 acres, beiug part of lot 
the 9th concession of Dereham, 80 
trecl; a good farm. None but first 
ncs need apply. For particulars, 
. O. LEARN, Brown House Block,

FOR SALE
being parte of Lots 26 and 27, in the 

the Township or Malahide. good 
mildinge, good orchard, convenient 
nd church, is offered cheap an l on 
of payment. Apply to C. A. Learn, 

e Broker, Brown Oouse*4tlock Aiyl-

LE— Fifty acres, being part of lot 17, 
i 5th conceesirn of Bayham, good 
uildiupfl ; soil, clay loam and [sand, 
located within two miles of the 

Strnffordville. The owner is anxious 
will sell cheap, and on easy^teras, 
ng in other business. Apply to C. 
Reel Estate Broker, Brown Home 

oer. Ont.

THOSE VACANT CHAIRS.
Rev. Dr. Talmage Tells of the Lessons 

They Convey.
A despatch from Washington says: 

Rev. Dr. Talmage preached from the 
following text:—Thou slialt be miss
ed because thy seat will be empty.”—
1 Samuel xx. 18.

Set on the table the cutlery and the 
chased silver ware of the palace, for 
King Saul will give a state dinner to
day. A distinguished place is kept at \

where we deposited all our hurts and 
worries. Ah, what a chair that was!

Seated in this chair, sometimes I have 
greatly rejoiced at seeing multitudes 
come to God, and then again I have 
trembled for fear men would reject 
the gospel. I wonder what this chair 
will testify when I have left it for 
the last time ? Will it tell of a useful 
life, of an earnest ministry, of a pure 
gospel ? God grant it. The most 
powerful sermon that is ever preach
ed is by the vacant chair of a pastor 
the Sabbath after he has been carried 
away from it. And oh, when we are

It was different from the lather's j»11 through with thin world and we 
chair; it was entirely different. You | shakcn h-=“l= »» -round for the
ask me how! 1 cannot tell; but we j last "=>“• anrt chairs in the
felt it was different. Perhaps there I*»™* circle and in the outside world 
was about this chair more gentleness. ishal1 >* v=><-™t, may we be worship- 
more tenderness, more giief when we i>n® l-od in that place from which we 
had done wrong. When we were ,sh*1: 6° ““ more for-ver. Thank

the table for his son-in-law, a ceie- j wayward, father scolded, but God there will be no vacant chairs 
brated warrior, David by name. The. mother cried, li was a very wake- j^eavenl 
guests, jeweled and plumed, come in : fuj chair. In the sick day of child- |
and take their places. When the peo
ple are invited to a king’s banquet 
they are very apt to go. But before 
the covers are lifted from the feast 
Saul looks around and finds a vacant 
seat at the table. He says within 
himself, or perhaps audibly: "What 
does this mean ? Where is my son-in- 
law ? Where La David, the great war
rior ? I invited him ; I expected him. 
What 1 a vacant chair at a king’s 
banquet!” The fact was that David,

ren, other chairs could not keep 
awake, that chair always kept awake, 
—kept easily awake. Thai chair 
knew all the old lullabies and all 
those wordless songs, which mothers 
sing to their sick children—sougs in, 
which all pity and compassion and 
sympathetic influences are com
bine* i. That old chair has stopped 
rocking for many years. It may be ! 
set lip in the loft or the garret, but 
it holds a queenly power yet. When
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the warrior, had been seated for the i at midnight you went into the grog 
last time at bis father-in-law’s table, shop to get the intoxicating draught. 
The day before, Jonathan had coaxed i <li<l you not hear a \roice that .said; 
David, in the words of my text, "Thou j “My son, why go in there?" and loud- 
wilt be missed, because thy seat will ' er than the boisterous encore of the 
be empty.” The prediction was fulfill- theatre, a voice saying; "My son, 
ed. David was missed. His seat was what do you here?" And when you 
empty. That one vacant chair spoke ; went into the bouse of sin, a voice 
louder than ail the occupied chairs at j saying; "What would your mother 
th* banquet. | do if she knew you were here?" and

In almost every house the articles y^11 werc provoked at yourself and 
of furniture take a living personality, y0111 charged yourself with supersti- 
In that picture a stranger would not 1 tion and fanaticism, and your h. ad 
see anything remarkable, either in its 6°t hot with your own thoughts, and 
design or execution, but it is more to an(* Y0*1 went home, and you went 
you than all the pictures of the Louvre De'd» und 110 sooner had you louch- 
and the Luxembourg. You remember !
who bought it and who admired it. 
And that hymn-book—you remember 
who sang out of it ; and that cradle— 
you remember who rocked it; and 
that Bible,—you remembered who read 
out of it ; and that bed—you remem
ber who slept in it ; and that room— 
you remember who died in it. But 
there Is nothing in all your house so

ed the bed than a 1 ice said; "What 
a prayerless pillow !" A y cling man 
went off and broke his mother’s 
heart, and while he was away from. Je.-us sat 
home his mother died, and the. tele- promptly 
graph brought the son, and h earner 
into the room where she lay, and look
ed upon her face, and he cried out ;
"O mother, mother, what your life 
could not do, your death .shall effect!/

,.10,mont and so mighty-voiced as the ! Thi« moment I giro my heart to God."
vacant chair. 1 suppose that before 
Saul and his guests got up from this 
banquet there was a great clatter of 
wine pitchers ; but all that racket was 
drowned out by the voice that came 
up from the vacant chair at the table.

First, I point out to you the father’s 
broken chair. Old men always like to 
sit in the samje place and the same 
chair. They somehow feel more at

And he kept hi® promise. Anuthei 
victory for the vacant chair. With1 
reference to your mother, the words 
of imy text were fulfilled; "Thou 1 hull 
be missed because thy seat will be 
empty."

1 go on a little farther an l I come 
to the invalid’s chair. What ! How 
long have you been sick? "Oh, 1 
have been sick ten, twenty, thirty 
years." Is it possible ? What a

home, and sometimes, when you are in «tory of endurance. There are
their place and they come into the 
room, you jump up, and suddenly say, 

" Here, father, here’s your chair.” The 
probability is it is an armchair, for 
he Ls not so strong as he once was. 
and he needs a little upholding. The

many of the. families of my congre
gation, those invalid chairs. ih- oc
cupants of them think they are do
ing no good in the world; but that 
invalid’s chair is the mighty pulpit 
from which they have been preaching

hair a little frosty ; the gums a little 1 an these years, trust in God. Oh 
depressed; for in his early doys there whal a means of grace to the world, acter of our Lord's kingdom. b
was not much dentistry. Perhaps a 
cane and old-fashioned apparel, for 
though you may have suggested some 
improvement, father does not want 
any of your nonsense. Grandfather 
never had much admiration for new
fangled notions. I sat at the table 
of one of my parishioners in a former 
congregation. An aged man was at 
the table, and his son was presiding,

61 Tills ■•*> It' iMeiiiWviNmcc oi' 11 v" Hull.
V»i. 17-M. tioitlvii : ••xl. l.iikv ‘i'i. 19.

PfhAOTICA L NOTES.
Verse 17. ‘ ho least of uuleaveneu 

bread. i'h passover festival, which 
lasted a week, during which no Lav n- 
ed food way tLsed. J he pussover .-.up
per wact regularly eaten on the loth 
o-I N:$an, which we understand to 
have been equivalent that year to 
April 7 ; consequently the inquiry of 
lh.! tli cjples, Where wilt thou that 
we prepare for thee to eat the pass- 
over ? was made on Thursday.

18. This verse indicates that with
out the knowledge of the disciples 
Jesus had already arranged with a 
fraend for a room. B-sides the room, 
the iamb and the bitter herbs and 
unleavened "bread were required fo'r 
a regular passover feast.

19. The high duty of obedience is the 
implication of verso i9.

-U. Who'll the even was come. With 
the "wen" began the next "day ;" 
therefore we may safely reck m i,hat 

■down with the twelve 
t sundown- -that is, a 

few minutes after six. Ancient 
tradition and modern scholarship 
agree im their guesses that the upper 
room in which the last supper was 
eaten was in the home of Mary the ! 
mother of Mark. There are intima- | 
lions, Act Id. Id, that a few weeks ! 
later than this Mary's house had be- 1 
come the regular meeting place of the 
a post l us, and it Ls easy to gUuss that ; 
Lh • pantecostal ucenes and those of j 
our I ss‘ Tl to-day had by that timb
al read y made the upper ro-m of that 
house a holy place in memory. Th • ; 
phrase "sat down" must be explain- ! 
ed in accordance with what we know j 
erf Ihic reclining customs of oriental j 
and iRotman diners at this time. While j 
the disciples gathered around the 
table a strife began among them, 
Luke L‘2. 24, as to which sh uM be re
counted greatest-—a titrife that shows 
the crucifixion, they h vl n > Adequate 
that even now, a few hours before 
comprehension of the spiritual char-

according to Palestinian idiom, was a 
distinct affirmation—"Yes.” Whether 
or not the eleven lizard it is not quite 
plain ; they evidently did not promptly 
understand it. John says that. Jesus 
"dipped a sop’’—.soaked a piece of 
bread in the stew—and, gave it to 
Judas, after having told John at least 
that he was about to give the\ "sop” 
to the traitor. Satan entered into 
Judas—his devilish purpose was sud
denly confirmed—and when Jesus said, 
"That thou doest, do quickly,’ ’Judas 
"went immediately out,” apparently 
leaving, the eleven still jn doubt as to 
which of the twelve* should betray 
the. Master.

2ti-28. As they were eating. To
ward the close of: the supper. Jesus 
took bread. Evidently unleavened 
bread, something f.k ■ our old-fashioned 
"pilot biscuit.” Blessed it. "Prayed 
for a blessing on it.” Take, eat ; this 
is my body. " i’his is my life ; absorb 
it ; Lake it into you.” He could not 
have meant them literally to eat his 
body, and they were too familiar with 
his mode of speech to so understand 
him. They h Ul heard him, or were 
Sjh'brtly Lo hear him say, "I 
am the Way." T am the 
Dour," "1 am the Vimv.” 
The) had heard him' say, "The seed 
is the word,,’’ "The- harvest is the end 
orf the world.” And they understood 
all of these to- ba figures of speech. 
Gave thanks. From which fact comes 
our phrase "the eucharist”—that is. 
"the thanksgiving.” Drink ye all oif 
it. Participate in the life here sym
bolized. This is my blood of the new 
testament. "The blood is the Hie.” 
For "testament" we should read 
"covenant.” "God is now making 
new terms of salvation with man. j 
These terms involve the shedding of ; 
my blood for tjieir redemption. Drink 
yo all of it.” Shed for many. Fur 
multitudes. This does not suggest j 

, any limit to the numbler of the re- 
! deemed. -Fur the remission of sins. 
For the freeing of souls from the! 
power and guilt of their wrongdoing, i

29. Fruit of the. vine. Wine; juice; 
of the grape. That day when I drink j 
it new with you. in my Father’s king-; 
dum. The time, when with a new | 
symbolism, a new meaning in the rite, 
Jesus partakes with the dear ones he 
has -av-’d in the everlasting banquet 
his Father has prepared for him and,

: 0. Between verses _9 and 30 many 
things were said. Here we musi. ! 
place, our Lord’s warning to Peter, 
and the apostle’s hot denial that he j 
would ever deny his Master. Here j 
. I 'Monies th matchless comforting: 
words of Jesus recorded in John, ! 
chaps, 14-17. When they had sung a ! 
hymn. If they were keeping close to 
the Hebrew ritual this hymn con ist- j 
ed of Psalms 115, 110, 117, and 118. 
They went out into the mount of 
Olives. In the lower shadows of ; 
which nestled the garden of Geth e- 1 
rnano, to which Jesus ac unco retir-i 
ed. i

PECULIAR SET OF FURNITURE.
Perhaps the oddest suiL of lurni- 

ture in the world is owned by a cer
tain hotel keeper. For many years 

| he has made it his business to collect

these invalid’s chairs become vacant, feet—teaching them thereby a lesson j ”‘^LC^ iK>xes’ ot he has now
how suggestive it is. No more of of humble charily, that beautiful spir- I 
bolstering up of the weary head. No it that covereth a multitude of sins. | 
more changing from side to side to 21. One of you shall betray me. An j 
get an easy position. No more use astounding declaration, It was made

these invalid chairs. On that field of the supper table Jesus arose and, to 
human suffering, the grace of God their great surprise and against Pi 
gets its victory. But when one of er’s hot protest, washed the disciples’

•ction of 4,000. He ordered a skil

of the bandage and the cataplasm and probably to give. Judas opportunity lo 
1 the prescription. That invalid’s chair repent. John observed the "trouble” 

and the father somewhat abruptly ad-1 may be folded up, or taken apart, or 0f the Master’s "spirit” as the words 
dressed the son, and said, "My son, j set away, but it will never lose its wcre spoken.
don’t, now, try to show off because the queenly power; it will always preach ! xhey were exceeding sorrowful,
minister is here !” Your father never of trust in God and cheerful submis- ’ Qur Lord’s words and his manner alike 
liked any new customs of manners. He sion. Suffering all ended now. With impressed them. What terrible re- 
preferred the old way of doing things1 respect to that invalid the words of sults might be expected from such

betrayal 1 Lord, Ls it I ? Not "Is it

with furniture made of these boxes. 
The outfit consists of a writing table 

| with smoking apparatus, a fire screen, 
a cabinet, a chair and other smaller 
articles.

and he never looked so happy, as whe 
with his eyes closed, he sat in the 
armchair in the corner. From wrin
kled brow to the tip of the slippers, 1

my text have been fulfilled; "Thou 
shall be missed, because, thy seat will 
be empty.”

I pass on and I find one more vac-

AGIIICULTURE IN CHINA.
In spring Chinese peasants build 

dikes of mud, three to six feet high, 
la keep the rainwater in the ricefioids 

^ | Most of their lime iu summer is spent 
in pumping or bringing water into 
these fields.

what placidity ! The wave of the past ant chair. It is a high chair. It is 
years of his life broke at the foot of the child’s chair. If that chair be oo- 
that chair. Perhaps sometimes he was cupied, I think it is t he most potent 
a little impatient, and sometimes told chair in all the household. All the 
the same story twice, but over that chairs wait on it, all the chairs are 
old chair hrw many blessed memories turned toward it. It means more 
hover. I hope you did not crowd that than David’s chair at Saul’s banquet, 
old chair, and that it did not get very At any rate it makes more racket, 
much in the way, especially if he has That is a strange house that can be 
been so unwise as to make all his pro- dull with a child in it. There is no- 
periy to his children, with the under- 1 thing to arouse and imelt and sub
standing that they are to take care .due the soul like a child’s voice. But 
of him. [ have seen in such cases chil- 1 when it goes from you, the high 
dren crowd the old man’s chair to the chair becomes a higher chair, and 
door, and then crowd it clear into the j there is desolation all around about 
street, and then crowd it into the poor 'you I cannot apeak from experience, 
house, and keep on crowding it until! thank God ; but in three-fourths of the 
the oild man fell out of it into hLs ! homes of my congregation there is a 
grave. But your father’s chair was ! vacant high chair. Somehow you 
a sacred place. The children used to j never get over it. There is i o one to 
climb up on the rungs of it. for a good- j put to bed at night, no one to ask

hu?" The ifoirm of the question in the 
Greek anticipates a negative reply.

623. He that dippeth his hands with 
me in the dish. The Revised Version
modifies the tense here: "lie that dip- i ,,

, allow yoursell to be deeply unhappy 
peu.” home scholars assuming fhat;^^, , ____ , ___

1 iTHti DEAD ROMANCE CURE. 
Clarence—Clarissa, 1 hope you won’t

t ........ over the breaking of our engagement. I
Judas hud just dipped into the dish, | Clarissa—Oh 1 
understand that by these words Jesus

night kiss, and the longer he stayed, 
the better you liked it. The furniture 
dealer would not give you fifty cents 
for it; but it is a throne of influence 
in your domestic circle.

1 go a little further on ln your 
house, and I find the mother’s chair. 
It is very apt to bn a rocking chair. 
She had ho many cares and troubles 
to soothe that it must have rockers. 
I remember it well. It wafl an old 
chair aval the rockers were almost 
worn out, for I was the youngest, and 
the chair hid rocked the wholi fam
ily. It made a creaking noise as i, 
roo-ved; but th:-re was music in the 
sound. It was just high enough to 
allow u-s children to put our heads 
into bar lap. That was the bank

strange questions about God and 
and heaven. Oh, what ia the use of 
that high chair '< It is to call you high-j 
er. What a drawing upward it must 
be to have children in heaven. With 
respect to j our child, the words of my
text have been fulfilled: "Thou shalt | t.too.of Goodne^. .It had bee 

be missed because thy seat will be 
empty,

informed the apostles which was the 
traitor ; but others understand that 
our Lord here enlarges on the horrible 
treachery of the. act without disclos
ing the traitor, as if h'* had said: 
"I need not mention names, the traitor 
knows liis own treason ; but this I 
will say—it is one whose courtesy and 
apparent friendship are notable.”

21. The Sbh of man goeth as it is 
written. Plainly foretold to us, who 
get prophecy and fulfillment at once. 
But wise Bible students in our Lord’s 
day were not agreed about the mean
ing of cither * the Son of man," or "the 
suffering Messiah." Woe unto that 

; man by whom the San of man Ls bn- 
i trayed. This Ls neither a curse nor 
{a semtenoe ; it is a heart-broken re- 
; velation of the ruip of a soul—a chosen 
; friend turned traitor to the Incnrna-

for that man if he had not been born.

‘"on* l be unhappy,
: Clarence ; I'm in sv- h a social rush I 
'won’t have time,

I Even at this avvfuli climax of his his- 
I"hâve been very earnest this morn-!1»^ J<1SU3 has not one word o£ sorrow 

ing, because I realize me fact that!for himself, but infinite pity for his 
the day will come when the pastor’s ! wtiu|d'be destroyer.

25. Judas, . . . Master, IS it I '( 
Everyone else had asked, and had been 
replied to. Possibly, as we have seen, 
Judas had just before this dipped his 
hand into the dish ; and the question
ing eyes of the others may have loosen
ed kis tongue. Thou hast said. This,

will be empty. From this point how 
often I have looked off into your faces. 
I have seen a great many beautiful 
and thrilling sights, but never any
thing to equal what I have witnessed 
when, in this chair, I have looked off 
and seen you rise- for the doxology.

SOCIAL RIVALRY.
Has your wife much social ambition?
Social ambition! When she read 

about Lady Curzon's elephant party 
in India she said if she knew whore 
she could rent some whales she’d give 
a whale party.

A QUESTION OF VERBS.
I am out of politics, said the states

man firmly.
H'm, replied the thoroughly prac

tical person. I had heard something 
to the effect that you were out. Might 
I inquire whether it was a case of 
got or put f

HIS WAYS.
Why do you seem to dislike Mr. 

Simpson, Mrs. Hopkins?
Oh, he’s the man who never comes 

t-o your house without pulling up the 
broken window-shade, sitting in tbc 
disabled chair or getting the cracked 
teacup.

THE TEST.
He is nott a genuine literary man. 

said Hiland to Halket, referring ti 
one who made literary pretensions.

How do you know?
He always uses the word extract in

stead of excerpt.

CAPT. STARLIGHT IS DEAD
FAMOUS AUSTRALIAN ROBBER DIED 

IN RESPECTABILITY.

l or II:*ny Years llr >V:m the Terror of ibr 
UlfiUwnys — 1 he Hlvk Tnrplu of the 
Colonie*—He Finally Ohlalneil Service 
Under An Alla*.

Capt. Starlight is dead. When this 
notorious Australian bushranger of 
thirty years ago passed away, it was 
under an alias of respectability. He 
occupied a position of trust. Capt. 
Starlight died in the service of the 
very government which had proclaim
ed him an outlaw. So another chap
ter has been developed in the life of 
the dashing Capt. Starlight, immor
talized by Rolf Boldrewood in his story 
" Robbery Linder Arms.” After it may 
be written Finis, for it is the last 
chapter of nil, marking the end of 
this famous antipodean criminal.

The sudden death of Maj. Patrick 
Edward Pelly, an attache of the Geo
logical Department of the Govern
ment of West Australia, led to the re
velation of his identity. Maj. Pelly, 
died from the effects of poison suppos
ed to have been taken by mistake for 
medicine. In the town of Perth, 
where he resided Maj. Pelly was re
cognized as possessing superior men
tal attainments. He was singularly 
devout in his religious observances, 
but those who came iu contact with 
him could not understand his strange

Only on rare occasions was ho known 
to speak of himself, and all the in
formation he ever volunteered, was 
that he had served iu the army and 
had seen active service. in proof of 
experiences on the liold of battle the 
Major displayed to some of his friends 
bullet wounds on various parts of his 
body, and in the face of such evidence 
none doubted his word. The good peo
ple of Perth, did not seek for creden
tials, and as he did' not thrust him
self on society he was never required 
to dLsplay any proof of his bona fides 
other than the bullet wounds. From 
hints dropped at various times it was 
also gathered that he was a descend
ant of

AN OLD IRISH FAMILY.
Pelly was of a retiring disposition,and 
just a trifle inclined toward obsequ
iousness.

When hLs death occurred as a re
sult of a dose of cyanide of potassium, 
a copy of an Australian paper con
taining a statement of his decease 
reached one Father Pelly in Ireland, 
and the priest communicated with a 
brother confined in a jail in Victoria, 
N.S.W., on the subject. This prison
er, whose name Ls Patrick Edward 
Pelly, serving a life sentence, wrote 
to tile Coroner at Perth, what was 
at first regarded as an extraordinary 
letter, but the communication being 
turned over to the police set them in
quiring. The writer suggested that 
the deceased might be Frank Gordon, 
a former fellow-prisoner, to whom he 
had given, upon Gordon’s discharge, 
from jail, a number of his family pa
pers and photographs.

From hLs cell in Pentridge jail the 
real Patrick Edward Pelly described 
various documents he had given Gor
don in 1887, requesting Gordon, up
on regaining his liberty to convey the 
documents to members of the Pelly 
family. A photograph of "Maj. Pelly, 
of Perth,” being shown to the con
vict in Pentridge jail, the latter im
mediately recognized it us that oi* his 
quondam friend and jail companion, 
Frank Gordon,alias Starlight the bush
ranger, who had served sentences in 
several Australian jails and to whom 
he had given iiLs family papers and 
photographs.

Through jail records the real life 
of " Maj. Pelly, of Perth,” was grad
ually unfolded. The model civil ser
vice clerk had been the most notor
ious criminal of a preceding genera
tion. The bullet wounds supposed to 
have been received by "Maj. Pelly” 
in battle had really boon acquired 
while fleeing before Australian con
stables on sundry occasions.

Starlight’s real name was Flunk 
Pearson. H- was born in Mexico of 
a Spanish mother and an Irish father, 
and received a great part of his edu
cation at Rome. At the time of his 
death hs was G3.

HIS CRIMINAL CAREER 
virtually began in 1864 when he join
ed a gang of West Australian bush
rangers, although he had previously 
had a few picturesque experiences on 
his own account. He soon became the 
recognized leader of these bandits of 
the bush. By his followers he was 
known as "Capt. Starlight,” hLs pro
fession being most successfully prac
tised after dark. After leading his 
band of robbers for four years h 
became associated in 1868 with the no
torious road agent Rutherford, and 
was promoted to the rank of Major, 
which title he clung to after he had 
served several terms and settled down 
to a respectable career, as "Maj. Pel 
ly,” the government clerk.

"Starlight” was the Australian 
Dick Turpin. His picturesque career 
was the admiration of youths and the 
terror of children, and not a few 
adults. When he was caught he used 
; he name Gordon for prison purpose- 
by which appellation he was known 
to the real Patrick Edward Pelly.

Queensland Was the scone of the

most successful operations of Star
light. He roamed the highroads of that 
colony, to the terror and loss of peace
ful citizens traveling from town to 
town. Many.of his most daring ex
ploits were accomplished alone or in 
company with the equally notorious 
Rutherford. On one occasion Capt. 
Starlight held up the mail coach run
ning from Coorabarabran to Coolah, 
when he robbed all the passengers, 
ransacked the mall bags, and forced 
the driver to accompany him to the 
shack of a dealer and trader. Ho used 
the stage driver as a decoy, ordered 
him on and then coolly robbed the 
trader.

Capt. Starlight particularly fancied 
a good horse and blooded cattle. Some 
of his horse and cattle robberies were 
as bold as the deeds of the border 
thieves in England a few hundred 
years ago. On one occasion when he 
pined for a taste of urban life, Star
light collected

100 HEAD OF CATTLE, 
which he had stolen from time to time 
drove them to South Australia, sold 
them for good prices, and with the 
proceeds established himself in local 
society, cutting» a very wide swath for 
a fe\v weeks. Tlje identification of a 
priz* bull, sold with other less valu
able cattle, induced the dashing bush
ranger to make a hurried return to 
country life.

Starlight’s last big exploit was the 
shooting of Constable McCabe in 
Shearer’s public house on the War- 
rego River, in 18G9. The redoubtable 
Starlight and his partner, Ruther- 
ford after an exciting bit of road 

| work, were in the bar of Shearer’s, 
i drinking with their unsuspecting host.
! A by-standcr, overhearing a careless 
i remark by Rutherford, at once gave 
j information to the nearest police,and 
an effort was immediately made to 

1 capture the highwaymen who wv.ro 
I notorious through the five Australian 
! colonies. McCabe and another police-- 
! man entering the bar were promptly 
: detected by the alert Starlight, who 
simultaneously leveled a revolver at 
the head of each officer, for he could 
shoot as unerringly with his left as 
with hLs right. It was a case of being 
bailed up. McCabe had the misfor
tune, to tremble before the muzzle of 

{ Starlight’s revolver, and exhibiting a 
disinclination Lo accept the inevitable 
was shot down without delay, Ruth
erford and Starlight then fled incon
tinently from the scene.

McCabe was shot in the leg, but 
in a fortnight died from blood poison- 

1 ing. When the death of the constable 
; was made known, the entire colony 
I sprang to arms. The country was 
■ scoured in pursuit of the highwaymen,
| armed posses roaming from the 
I Queensland border to the Warrego 

River. At last on Christmas day, 1868, 
a party surprised and

CAPTURED STARLIGHT, 
who had deserted his mate in crime, 
in the Gun da boo ka Mountains. Star
light, who had accumulated a fortune 

i n.s a rood agent, secured the best law
yer in the colony to defend him, re
taining Sir Julian Salomans at a 
princely fee.

The case created intense excitement 
and hostile feeling ran high against 
Starlight, who was indicted under his 
various aliases of Frank Pearson, oth
erwise Gordon, otherwise Starlight. In 
the end Starlight was f >un | guilty 
of murder, but his attorney managed 
to have the death sentence commuted
10 life imprisonment, on account of a 
long chain of circumstances, chief am
ong which was the plea that Star
light had intentionally shot McCabe 
in what seemed to be not a vital part.

Through some unexplained means, 
Starlight secured his release from 
Darlinghurst jail in 1880, after having 
served a sentence of only eleven years.
11 ; was in jail under other names for 
various offenses several times in the 
ensuing seven years, when at the age 
of 50 he sett led do win to respectibil- 
Lty as a clerk in the Geological Serv
ice. Rutherford remained at large for 
a long time, and finally shot himself 
dead in a struggle with the proprie
tor of the Pine Ridge Hotel. Starlight 
died from an accidental dose of poi
son given by "Maj. Pelly” to the most 
dashing bushranger known in Aus
tralian annals.

TAKEN AT HER WORD.
Smith’s a shoip fellow. I tell jou
What's he l>evn doing now 7
He bought n fine ring for M 

Gay girl—engagement r.ng. you ku 
—am she liked the ring but did 
lik Sm:th well enough, so she refui 
him. As usual, sh- promised to b. 
sister Lo him. Then lie asked, ir 
brotherly way, of course, if she y 
engaged to any one else, and she ti 
uim she was. Tbeu he asked her, a 
sister, to sell his ring to the ot>.

Did she do it ?
You bet she did—as bis sister, y 

unuerstand. hinilh made 520 on t 
’ ing and divided with her.

EUS LOOK.
Now, l could tell by the lock in 

-yea, said the. Cheerful idiot, tbit n 
onaut was afraid to cut loose frxn . 
balloon. •

How could you tell anything ahn 
the look in the eyes of a Qian t m 
i.-ii in tiio air? asked lh;- sbov rlv 
boarder.

He bad a faraway look, ot^.-rved 
Cheerful Idiot.


