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‘The Maiden’s Choice
“Or, THE LAIRD OF BIRKENCLEUCH

A Tale of the Oovenanters.

*Oh, Richard, for the love of heaven, hear
us,’ exclaimed Helen. By the love you had
for me, I beseech you to listen.”

‘Love! he shrieked. My love is turned
f0 hate—bitter, inextinguishable hate! Oh,
faithless, perjured woman——'

“ No, Iiichard, not faithless—not perjured.
Your thoughts, your belief, wrongs me.
¥ou have cause for that—amply cause—and
yet I am innocent.’

“lunocent! Great heaven! hear her! and
she the wife of Charlie Allan I’

“I am not—1I swear to you I am not! I am
free! and my love for you has never changed.’
“Liar! I saw you with him at the altar.”

‘You did; and yet what I say is truth.
Only be patient, and listen, and when.you
have heard all, you may go if you will.” ’

‘ Yes, listen, Richie, and then gang yer
ways in the deeyil’s name if ye wull,” gasped
Bir Gilbert.

“Release me, then,’ demanded the youth,
sternly.

“Promise that ye'll hear us first.”

“I promise ; but I warn you beforehand
that, all words of yours will be useless.’

‘Say nae mair! say nae mair! but just
answer me this—If I quit my haud wull ye
stay where ye are for the next ten minutes

“I will. You have my word for it, and
you have no reason to distrust me.”

‘Nae mair have you tae distrust me or
Helen either, Richie,” rejoined Sir Gilbert,
28 he removed his arms. * Ye think ye have,
and as maitters stand I dinna blame ye ; but
‘e' ;lqe wrang for &’ that—wrang a’thegither,

ichie.’

“Say on,’ said the youth, folding his arms
on his heaving bosom, and addressing him-
self to Helen, regarding her as he spoke with
a withering and scornful glance, while his
lip curled in bitter incredulity.

“Say on,’ he repeated; ‘I have nerved my-
self to endure this last misery. My hate and
scorn sustain me. Speak, and I will watch
in your face the lying demon that possesses
you.

‘I can bear your hard and bitter words,
Richard,’ said Helen, with a gentle and for-
giving smile, ‘They are but the just and
riﬁhteous expression of your belief, and your
belief is grounded on circumstances which
m?ly justify it. - In your. eyes I can be
nothing but the meanest and most despicable
wretch in existence, and had I the same.ap-
parent reason to estimate your character, my
thou?hls of you would not be less severe.
But I tell you solemnly and calmly that I am
guiltless of all that you suppose. In our
parting scene at Brankswood and since I have
suffered even perhaps more than you. But
the blame rests entirely on others—on the
man you know as my father, and on Charlie
Allan.’

Helen paused a mément to master the
emotion which struggled in her bosom.

‘Go 'on, sad Ricﬁnrd, with the same air
of sternest incredulity. ‘You cannot surely
be at a loss. You have had time enough to
concoct the lie in all its parts.”

‘Puddin’s and painches, Richie, this is
damnably angersome,’ burst out Sir Gilbert,
in an explosion of irdignation. ‘Kennin’ as

1 dae what an angel o’ guidness Helen is, it's
mair’ than mortal man can endure tac hear
ye insult her sae cruelly.’

¢ Patience, Sir Gilbert,” observed Helen.
“Richard is in ignorance yet. But at the risk |
of being incoherent, I will in a few words in- |
dicate the truth. A few hours before our last

meeting and parting in the Glen, Jabez Crin- |

gan came to Brankswood in seemingly great |

agitation, and communicated to me a discov- |

ery he said he had made on the previous
evening. He had, he said, come upon a pa-
per in a private drawer written by my moth-
er, confessing that you were her son, and that '
Sir Gilbert Barton was your father. He im-
posed on me an oath not to reveal, this to
mortal, and fidelity to my mother's memory
combined with this oath to seal my lips. 1T
never dreamed this statement to be a lie, and
there was but one thing for me to do.—
When we met in the Glen I told you we
must part, and I could not tell you why.—

But, oh, Richard, this was but a deep plot, I

concocted by Cringan and Charlie Allan,who |
desired to marry me, and who bribed Crin- |
gan to put forth the diabolical lie. It was |

months after my return home ere Charlie |
hinted of his love, and I need not wait now !
to tell you how I was ’n'evuilcd on to consent |

Sir Gilbert, who up to this |

to be his wife.
time knew no more than you, was very wroth
with me, and cherished the same hard
thoughts.”

I did,’ the Baronet here put in by way of
parenthesis, ‘God forgie me, 1 did.’

“On the day of the marriage,’ resumed
Helen, ‘he attended at the church to pay the
legacy, and deliver to me a sealed packet left
by Lady Barton to be given tome on my
wedding day. That night, at Birkencleuch,
I opened the packet, and foundépapers there |

containing several astounding things, which |

brought Cringan’s plot to light, and made
the marriage ceremony void. These pape
revealed that you are the lawful son of Sir |
Gilbert, and that my father was not Jabez
Cringan, but (‘rnptn‘m Robert Allan, Charlie’s
father. Now Richard, you have an outline
of the truth, There is still much to tell,
many, many details to fill in, but enough has
been told to enable you to judge of the possi-
bility of your hard thoughts of me being un-
deserved.”

“The time we named is mair than oot, |
Richie,” observed Sir Gilbert, jocose ‘Are
ye still thinkin’ o’ takin’ a race the
inills amang the snaw ?’ |

The Baronet was encouraged to make this
sportive remark by seeing the youth stand |
motionless and spell-bound.. The tide of a |
revulsion had set in upon his soul. Bewild- |
erment, doubt, hesitation, dismay began to |
break like so many waves r it, and to
struggle against the bitterness, the passion, |
the scorn, and the hate which had for many |
months possessed him, There had been a |
raging tide set in the opposite direction—a
seething, boiling, full-flooded tide, sweeping |
and rushing towards the shore of darkness |
and despair. An opposing current had set |
in—the first beginnings of a tide setting back |
to the sunny shore of peace and love. But
oh, that tide must be tumultuous and stormy
too, for it had to sweep back by surges of re- |
morse, regret, selt-reproach, and the most |
stubborn self-condemnation. In g‘n‘o portion
as he caught glimpses of the trut otjthiu s |
the torture of his soul increased, for in the E
same proporttion he saw the purity, the in- |
tegrity, and heroic devotion which Helen had |
displayed, and alongside of these he had to |
‘contrast and measure his injustice towards |
her, his cruel, cutting words, his scorn, his |
insult. His rage and hate gave place to an-
guish, misery, and hopeless humiliation of
spirit. !

owre

T0O BE CONTINUE
e O~

RaiLway COMPANIES AND DRUNKEN Esl-!
rLoveEs.—The Supreme Court of Massa-
chussetts has decided, in the case of Gil-
man ¢3. Eastern Railway Company, that,
if a flagman employed by a railway cor-
poration is an habitual drunkard, and is
nsually intrusted with the management
of a switch, and these facts are known,
or, by theuse of care, which would be
known by the officers of the corporation
and he through intoxication fails to ad-
just properly a switch, whereby an ac-
cident happens to another person e¢m-
ployed by the corporation, the corpora-
tion will be responsible in damages. |
This is an important and just decision. |
It has been held that railway employeges
take the ordinary risks of the service, |
and cannot recover damages for injuries |
reccived. The “ordinary risks.” very !
properly, do not include those happening
from the acts or neglect of drunken
switchiaon, engineers, trackmen or con- |
ductors, » . i
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SPKING DRESSES,

NEWEST STYLES.
SI’I{ING DRESSES,

BEST MATERIALS,
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I  choice stock of New Spring Goods he has
ever showh, and respectfully requests attention to
the great differer ce in pric

at least One=third Lower.
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Stays, that
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ARPET STOCK is the largest west of Toronto,

C and bein, this season’s importations the
designs and colors are new.
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CHENES, CAMLETS
POPLIXS, SERGES,

REPS.

ANTLES.
SILK, CLOTH AND VELVET.
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SILK, CLOTH AND VELVET.

LAC]CS.

COLLARETS. TIES, FALLS,
MUSLIN AND LINEN SETS.

P.UL\N()LS.

RIBBONS, FLOWERS, &c.

HHSTERY.

SILK, SPUN AND COTTON.

GLH\']C:\'.

KIDS, SILK AND LISLE.

SM ALL WARES,

BELTS, BUGLE TRIMMINGS,
BUTTONS IN VARIETY.
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DAMASKS,

REPS,

CHINTZES,

LENO CURTAINS,
MUSLIN CURTAINS,

LACE CURTAINS.

WM. STEWART.

Guelph, April, 1st, 1868, dw

¢ from last year, being |

MOHATRS. '

. BYAN & OLIVER,
114TYonge Street, Toronto,
Toronto, 1st April, 1868, a4

TO TAILORS,

MERICAN Shears, Trimmets, and Points of

of all sizes, Squares, Carved knlcx, Ntraight-
edges, Improved Irons, English and American
Crayons, Bartleets’ Needles, Tapes, &c.  All the
best quality, and at lowest prices.

RYAN & OLIVER,
Importers of Hardware —114 Yonge-st. Toronto
Toronto, 1st April, 1808, il

TO MACHINISTS.

Squares, Steel Rules, Centre Gauges,

r Calipers, Steel Caliper Rules, Caliper

Squnares, Ames’ Umversal Squares, Self-regulat

ing Calipers and Dividers, Stubs Files and Tools,
Patent Oilers, Sheet Steel, &e. For sale by

RYAN & OLIVE

General Havdware Merchants—114 Yonge-st,

Toronto, 1st April, 15 d

Cabinetmakers & Upholsterers,

[T AIR Seating, Curled Hair, Tow, Sofa Spring:
Twine, Chair Web, Buttons, Screws, Hin

ixt
Auger Bi on Hardware, &
at lowest I
RYAN & OLIVER,
General Hardware Merchunts—114 Yonge Street,

orouto
d-1y

OASTLE GARDEN SALOON

| MARKET

|
GUELPH, ONT.
E Subscriber begs to inform the public that

H
T he has leased the above premixes for
of years, and has refitted it in a very superiorand
substantial manner, and hopes to share a portion
of the patronage of the public,

T EEE 1B A IR
will be supplied with the best
Wines, Liquors & Cigars
And the table withall the delicacies of the seas-

on. In fact no expense will be spared to make it
a first-class establishment

¥=LUNCHEON!

Every day from 1 to 2 o'clock

OYSTERS AND GAME,

|
I Ete. Dinner and Supper parties provided
!

SQUARE,

short notice, at reasonable charges
JOHN MILLER,
Proprietor.
Late of the Cornmercial liwl-'l‘, \)V,llnlb_\"
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN.

Guelph, Jan. 29, 1868 do tf

Toronto AdVerlise,menl

W. & D. DINEEN
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wio, at No. 80 Yony

of Kitg-s

TORONTO.

NOT RUN AWAY YET.
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|
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IDEADY’S HOTEL,|
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| amdiin a supeior st

To Farmers !

Having had 30 yy
all his time to the 1

rrly to make up
deseription at short notice

experience, and devoting
s, he can make up

{Home-made CLOTH

| And trim it CHEAPE
| other Establishment it
All Work carefully finished, and

at Moderate Rates.
WM, )

!
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Guelph, Feb. 21, 1868 w

HORSE BII

i

JROPRIETORS aml Tray
Please note the fact that o

'THE MERCURY OFFICE

Macdonnell Streef
Hotel Stabl
Golden Lio

, opposite
ond de of the
1, Guelph,

They can get better, cheaper and handsoier Horse
Bills than at any other otfiee in the County, and
|1 rinted while they wait.
| * 3@ Orders by post will be promptly attended
to, and forwarded by the earliest conveyances
Give us a call,

McLACAN & INNES.

Evesine Mercunry Buildings, Macdonnell-s¢

Division Court Sittings
COUNTY OF WELLINCTON.
\IHE lm-i:l..-m‘mnt.q for the County of Wellin

1 be held as follows:
Feb. 4, April 14,
-5 15

18
19

21 May

Glenallan s vve s 5
By order,
ALFREDA. BAKER,

1867 Clerk No.

I

foring

l Gueiph, Dee,
{

Boarding and Day School

| for Young Ladies.
| CHURCH-ST. CUELPH

1\, (58 WIGHTMAN U to annotnce that her
1L school will re-open (D. V.) on the tis o1
April

Vacaneies for two or three bearders,
| Guelph, 6th April 1868, w

FOR SALE.
{ SO DA ASH — Gamblys’
I\

| CAUSTIC SODA-*
! * Alkali Conlp’y,” ‘ Garrett's.”
SAL.SODA.
CHLORIDE OF LIME.
| PALM OIL. <
l W. T.BENSON,
37 8t Peter Strect, Montreal.
| Montreal, 1st April, 1868

Gamble's,’

Aw-6n

ESTABLISHMENT.

GUEBLPE. ONT.

2 ST ——

JOHN. . HOGG

AT IT ACATIN.

o,

From unforescen cirenmstances, I am obliged to once more
plunge into the torrents of active business life. It affords me no
small degree of pleasure and satisfaction to know that I am still
to continne to scrve and be a means of - profit to the great mass
(}/V the inhabitants of the County of Wellington and its vicinity.

shall in the time to come, as in the past, make it a study and
oneof the leading features inmy business affairs at all times to be
in a position to secure Goods in_the very best markets, and to
the best possible advantage. My purchases will all be made for
Ready Money—:nd money will command Bargains such
as credit cannot.  This advantoge will be given to my custome
It is needless to remind my numerous friends mu{ supporters
that the immense variety of every description of Goods prasented
to select from is a very great advantage, together u'l'[’g the un-
deniable fact that my Goods are all imported from the manufac-
turers direct, ensvres to my patrons a savingof a fair profit over
that of any othei establishment in the trade. T possess great ad-
vantages this season for offering extra inducements to my cus-
tomers.

COTTON GOODS have all advanced very rapidly within
the last month. During the period of panic prices I bought
heavily, indeed sugiicient to do my business requirements during
the swummer.  Sinee an advance of fully forty per cent. has talen
place.

My stock now in cevry branch is fill, and an carly call from
my old fricuds will be well repaid both as regards variety to select
JSrom and the great saving to be effected in price.

Thanling yon for past favors,

I remain yours,

JOHN HCd)GG.
w

Guelph, 3rd April, 1863,
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ST. GEORGE’S SQUARE, GUELPH,
In rear of the English (hurch, ;
EGS to inform the inlbitants of Guelph and

vicinity that hehas vouted the premises late-
fy occupied by Mr. Jganneiet, WatiTiuker,where

Parties Furnishing their Own
Goods :

Will always find him ou la
their orders. All work eurefu
reasonable terms.

Garmenids Jllcred, Repaired
and Cut with Nealness and
Despatch.
Guelph, April 8, 1868.

eady to attend to
eaecited and on

dtf wim

Medical Dispensary

HARVEY’S

PATENT

BENZOLINE

For instant!

Grease, Qil, W'ax, Paint, Tar
and other Spots (rom Silk,
" Pelvet, Cloth and Kid
Gloves, Carpels,

And al
most delic

ds of fabrics

thout injuring the
e colors.  Prics e hox,

Sole Proprietor,

E. HARVEY,

Chemist and Druggist. W vu.dlam-St,, Guelph.

April 10. dawtf

1865, NEW GOODS. 168

AS pleasure in callinz the artention of the

|
|
|

;
| THE GREATEST ATTRACTION OF THE SEASON
IS THE DISPLAY OF

'NEW HATS & CAPS

AT
|

THE GUELPH CLOTH HALL

A. THOMSON & CO.

i, 4th April, 1868}

dawy

THE CO-OPERATIVE STOR

‘ e o

FIRST IMPORTATIONS

OF

SPRING GOODS!

WILL BE OPENED

NEW

\

- ON WEDNESDAY, THE Srit INST.

The Subseribers are now paying the Third-hall yearly dividend,

|

| Guelph, April 7 daw
|

E.

W. MACEKILIN & CO.

[_I ladies of Guelph an | vicinity 1o her exten-
sive and well selected stoek of .

BERLIN AND FANCY WOOLS

Slippers and Slipper Patevis
Crochet, Knitting and Mending «
Corsets, Braids, Frillinzs. Kz
Sewing, Purse, and Erbioid vin: Sitk,
Floss, Filoselle, Belt and Bennet Ribbons,
Dress Buttons, Toilet Setts, and

GENERAL FANCY GOODS

&c.

stLons,

Juvenile Clothing, Tnfnts’ Bol

'STRAW MILLINERY!

Bonnets and Hats cleaned,
the newest styles. Hair
newed. -
STAMPING from the newsst designs.
K3 Remember {the St: y
next door to Harvey’s Dinz
the English Church.
Guelph, 1st April, 1808

FRUITS

No. 2,

Day’s Block, - - Guelph,

Canned Peaches

“ Pears
Plums
Cherries
Apples, &ec.

BOTTLED JAMS

Strawberry
Gooseberry
Damson
Currants, &c.
A choice lot of Stilton and
Pine Apple Cheese.

E. CARROLL & CO,

Iyed und re-made in
Huts und Bonnets re-

“
1
1

No. 2, Wyndham Street

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!

f GRAND OPENING OF ¢

at \\ stern

SHOW ROOM

AT THE

BRADFORD HOUSE
PHILIP BISH,
FRIDAY,the 24th of APRIL,1868,

WILL SHOW ON
&

£t Greatest Noveltiesin

HHE O
|

MANTLES & MILLINERY

Ever exhibited in Gug

| Ladies should C
| Bonnets and Mantles.

vhich for extent and quality is not surpassed in the Province.

The above Depar

1t is.snpert
attention by calling

ded by a first-class artiste,
1t the BBER A

au
DFORD HOUSE, Guelph,

PHILIP BISH.

! Bradford Jouse, Wyndbam Strect, Guelph, April 23, 1268, daw

-J

all at once and Examine] the Pattern

Ladies ¢an rely on having every

Guelph, April 20, 1808 daw

OPPOSITION LINE

'TO CALIFORNJA

via Panama, carrying United Stafes mails, and
also via Nicaraxs

North American Steambip Comp’y

will despatch one of thei: Fa:iand Elegant
Steamships from NEW YORK,

Every Ten Days.

Rates for First,8econd and Third Cabin
ERY LOW.
FordpecialBerths,Tickets. &¢,appl
J. W. MURTON,
@General PassageAgent.

WALL PAPER!
WALL PAPER.

FOR Extra BARGAINS

In WALL PAPER try

SHEWAN'S BOOKSTORE !

Next door to H. Waliker's Grocery,

Guelph, 27th March, 1808 dw

DOMINION SALOON,

(LATE GRAND'S 81NN SALOON,

OPPOSITE THE MARKET

GUELPH. 2

quoxus LIQUORS, Cignin. Oyvsters, &e
o

always on hand. MHeals furnis)

Hours.
ENIS BUNY
QGuelph, Decomber 2, 18¢7. s




