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Commons the hour nt two  in m :

Thames lies a thick haze. It m

a dreadful night, The damp, dank oolll ;

has plerced one’s very vitals: The pil-
grims of the night, the human dere-
licts, huddle closer together. I va.tch‘
them and T think.

I think how T would like to go to{"
|ty warm bed. I have visions of a hot
bath. Before me there rise scenes of |

comfort. But until that big clock
chimes two-fifteen T am a prisoner.
Within the sound .of the washing
waves some fifty miles away a mur-
der has been committed. A lovely wo-:

' man lies dead, and it is suspected that

she has been -killed by her husband;
who has disappeared: as mysteriously
as though the earth had opened and
swallowed him up.

On the Suspeet’s Track.

He may be perfectly innocent He
may have some absolutely clinchmgl
answer to the dreadful char.ge which 1
has been levelled against him. But he
does not come forward. And so long
as he remains in hiding the man hunt ;
with all its attendant thrills: must go
on., |

Every policeman in the country is |
armed with a full description of him. '
The drag net is out. From that big
gilent building on the Thames Em-
bankment known as. Scotland Yard
wires are being “pulled.”

Ports are being watched. Every rail- !
way station is '~under ' observation.
Hotel and loarding-house proprietors
have been warned by the police to be
on the look-out for a man answering
the description of the fugitive. It
seems incredible that he can!' slin
through the meshes of the net which
has teen spread for him. But in a case
of this kind—one néver knows. :

The editor of the great daily news-!
paper to which I am attached as the
crime expert has given me explicit in-
structions. I am to keep Scotland Yard
under observations  until two-fifteen '
every morning. That is the time the

i

last edition of the paper goes to press. ;

A Reputation at Stake. "
Suppose I grew tired of waitmg——;

Dn!htld States were “—

1 erally well, ‘maintained, as stocks of

it is on his own ingenuity that he has
to rely. :
Following False‘Clm-
At a low estimate I should ‘say that
twenty people, during ‘my eleven
nights’ vigil, told me definitely that

"they had seen Major Bailey. I investi-

gated-every clue, but they all ended in
i failure. And in followmg up these
clues I estimate that, in the London
area alone, ‘T travelled 'a hundred
miles. :

I haunted coffee stalls. I went into
i various clubs of a dubious character.

i I encountered crooks of all national-

ities: who ‘were very mysterious but
not in the least helpful. I tried to get
some line which would show me that
the missing major was being shelter- |
ed 'y a woman. In short, I tried every
dodge known to the newspaper crime
investigator to get a “beat” on . my
rivals. It ‘was no use.

But each night I still hoped. As

! each fog came up, as each biting blast

gripped my . marrow’ during those
eleven nights, I still had visions that
with the coming of the morning my

“scoop” would be “splashed” on the |
i leading pages of my journal.'

.Had I Blundered?
The fact that no such scoop appear-
ed was not my fault. T could not be
expected to locate a man whom the

‘miost prodncu are small, but ‘the sit-}- -
|mation lacks mew. mtuu of impor--
1 tance,

Former qnoh.tlbu ‘are . re-
| peated, but comsiumers are not dispos-
ed to anticipate any l&xo roqi{te—
“ments.

Cod 'Liver on--nmm trom Nor-
way are that’the market is very ‘firm.
There ave a -number of buyers but
stocks ‘are so -low. that. ulhu refuse
to name prices nntil further uporu
of the fishery now in progress are
received. = The ‘prospects for'the new
fishery in the Lofoden district seem
good but ‘weather "has “been very
stormy.

Flour—Though therc is no particn-
| lar activity in the Flour. Market, con-
ditions are not altogether below par
and each. week sees  some ‘business
;dolng, but of course 'nothing of any
{ considerable magnitude “is looked
.torwa.rd to' before the opening of the
Spring. The market bas a very firm
aspect at this writing and as the ten-
dency in Western Milling Centres'is
| for ‘enhanced figures, cwing to Tather
{ heavy foreign purchases of flour, the

belief is now entertained that the lo-
cal market will not witness a sharp
advance in prices for flour in the near
{ luture. * ‘For some time past the im-
gportations of this aitlicle have been
‘smnll but this week a change was
recorded in thi§ respect, and increas-

as, indeed, I did—and deserted my | whole of the poilce force of the coun- | ed consignments have been 1oted:

post at two-five.- Suppose that at two-
ten the mews came through to Scot-
lJand Yard that the fugitive was
caught. And suppose, further, that

some other paper had secured that:times. One woman came to the coffee | rels.

vitally important item'of news and I.
had missed it. Then—the fat-would be
in the fire.

My reputation as 'a journalistic
crime investigator would be: tarnish-
ed. My editorial‘- controllers would
point at me as the expert who had al-
lowed himself to be “scooped.”

2 thing they do not easily forget in
the region of adventure known as

Fleet - Street.
So, as I say, T was a prisoner until

try had failed to trace.
I had in my pay a number of people |

who were to bring me the latest in- |

formation to given spots at . given

stall near Westminster Bridge and as-
pured me that she had absolute evid- |
ence that the fugitive was at Croydon.
So I went to Croydon.

My visit was futile.*The man believ-
ed to’'be the fugitive was slightly like
{ him, but beyond that the clue ended

ure,

All the way on the journey back'

from Croydon to Westminster my mind
was in ‘a turmoil, Suppose that dur-

| ing my absence news had been re- |

‘The imports for the week were 370
| barrels by the Sable I. from Halifax,
| and 3,930 barrels by the Rosalind
from New York, a total of 4,300 bar-
The same prices as last week
are quoted at this writing, viz: $7.60
[to $8.10 per barrel wholesale,

? Pork—Those who are interested in
| the provision frade say that all class-
es of goods retain a very firm tone,
and that at the present time at least
there is no indication that the prices

This is | 88 S0 many others had done—in fail- | now quoted in the local market will

be any lower for somb time t6,come.
Pork, however, seemed to be the one
exception during the week and a sud-
den decline in ths market was the
record. In the cawe  of -certain

twoiliitens wkery SiCOIAG. Mty Ihadl ceived at Scotland Yard ‘and - I had | grades this amounted to.from 75¢. to

to send through to the office d brief:
telephone message consisting of the
two words, “Nothing doing.” But what
I went through in order to send that
“gll clear” message no one knows but
myself.

For eleven nights in succession I
was on the same duty. My expenses
bill shows that during that period I
had seventy-nine telephone calls to
various places, chartered twenty-three
taxi-cabs, “tipped” -eleven people for :
giving me information,- and  spent
something like £10 in addition. Yet
I did not write a single 'word for my
newspaper after I-left the office for
my nightly vigil at a few minutes put
six in the morning!

In a man hunt of this 'kind the
glamour begins tq wear off after mid-
night. The crime investigator pays
periodical visits to the.-Yard and picks
up the latest information—if any. But

missed it!- I could scarcely bear the |
thought.
The End of the Vigil.

Reaching ‘the familiar building I
thrilled as I saw a man on an opposi-
tion papefr hurrying away. The timeé
was exactly two o’clock. In cases such
as this minutes are precious. Had he
got the news I so ardently craved?

If so—and it was close on press time

I had made a bad blunder by going
tn Croydon “when my explicit instruc-
tions had been to.take the responsi-
bility for Scotland ‘Yard and Scotland
Yard alone, through which any of-|

ficial information would come.

With a beating heart I rushed up to
the officer on duty. There was nothing
doing. My rival had beem hurrying
away to catch his train!

For that night my vlgﬂ was over,
and thmktﬂlxgrmxmad home to_bed
to drumottlothrl otamnhunt.

31 00 per barrel, but according to.the
vlews of people who specialize in 'this
class of goods the slump will not en-
|- dure, but will be merely temporary,
| and figures will revert to-the former
ruling or may _soon show:a further
advance. The. stocks carried by the
packing concem. we are advised, are
not particularly heavy, and the break
in ‘prices dealers say is not of a na-
ture -calculated te “endure for long.
There is some  business ‘ doing right
along, though not of any particularly
large volume, and imports are any-
thing but Iarge. During the week the
pork receipts'‘were 320 Larrels by 'the
S.8. Rosalind from New York. ““The

| quotations in the local ‘market, whole- |

sale, are: lions, $32.00 ‘per ~barrel;
fat back, $30.50; SC. clear; $30.50:
family back, $30°02 regular < plate, |
152950 bacon -pork, $28.00; ham bﬂft.
$28.50; spare ribs, 324.75.° 8k
- Beef—The beef market, unnke pork
exhibits a very firm aspéct, and some
in the trade comsider that there is &
possibility of an advance in the pric-

es shortly, Thougn trade 18 slow | mid

{ !thou is generally  something dotnt

weokinthkclmotmodl

| s1 7.372,000

$46,965,000

 to policy'h’oldersor their
death claims, maturing policies and oth
m,lmamonntgdto..,.............

(An lna'eue for the year of 816,593,0“)

'nnCompany had assurances mn force (net) amounting to
{An increqae for the year of m,aa,mv ;

‘n-ema,m ordinary policies of the Company protect
at hdme and abroad, while in addition 22 731 comr
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Snow Fences

Editor Evening Telegram
Dear Sir—1 have read in the.local feed hi
papers from time to' time that the ball

- Minister of Posts aud Telegraphs has mﬂ{
been ‘trying to make some improve-

: single -
‘haul. He has to Editor Evening Telegram.
family on snow- | ' Dear Sir—In response to a petitiol
ot relfet it the one "to the Council from the residents of
holething. at a LeMarchant Road a snow fence W&
can put Dlaced across Buckmaster's Fied
$1.10 per ton is  Wih very satisfactory results BV
Bditor, it’ this is “other winter during January monil
‘work then it is this Toad would be blocked Wik
o it Hoping you SDOW, Whith often reached fo *
' W lines, tOleplmne wires, caused chiefly by {8
Iground drift from the big open feld
‘|'to the North. To-day in spite of 5¢"
01"1 ‘big storms. the road is open
quite passable to Fire Departments
ete. As a result of this year's expe
‘ence tha fencé ghould be about threé
feet ﬁﬁlm- a8 the present fence ™
m!ﬂr eowrod and the fence shol'
East from Mr. Butler§
‘and West from the Rect0
Pond  Road. This W
‘large accumulation which
)W near St. Clare's Hospital e
‘well as the thousands
use LeMarchant Road 5%
to the Council for
dve move in the interes®

a8 to bring it np to date if possible, cut
‘mdlbenwehehtssuedtou
['certdin extent. I can pesure him, .time:
" hmver, there is still room for fur- will
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