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CHAPTER XVIIL
“Let it be so,” said Magdalen Hurst;
“no good could come of telling the
story, only bitter shame and sorrow
to you. I gave you that ring, Hilda,
on the day I left you.
my word, and never see you again,
but I could not. My heart seemed to
burn with the thought of you. When
I reached England, after that long ab-
sence, I took no rest until I had dis-
covered all about Lady Hutton’s ward.
I heard that Lady Hutton was dead,
and that you were married to Lord
Bayneham. I had but little money;
1 walked from London to your home
here, and watched for .three whole
days at the lodge gate until I saw you.
The wild rush of joy .comes back to
~me now. I saw a lady with a lovely
face and golden hair; my heart gave
one bound, then a solemn silence fell
over me. It was you, my little Hilda,
no longer a child whom I could clasp
in my arms, but growm a beautiful,
‘When you came near 1
was like what

stately lady.
saw that your face
mine was when the world called me
I longed for one word. ¥
th(g;
Your sweet

fair.

gave me a flower; -see, all
months I have kept it.
eyes smiled on me, your voice pierced
my heart, and I wonder now that joy
did not kill me. I have seen you
I could not leave the place

I took this room,

since.
where you lived.
and two months since I fell ill here.
I have waited impatiently for death,
knowing that whemn my last hour
came I should ask for you, and you
would come.”

“How you have loved me, mother!”
said Lady Hilda. *“Why did you not
send for me before?”

*“It is better so, darling,” said Mag-
“You might have betrayed the
Before
the sun sets I shall have gone to rest,
and no one but/ you will ever know

dalen.
secret if you had known ijt.

who sleeps in the namelegs grave you
jmust provide for me. I should like
i to tell you now of your father. Let
f’me rest my head upon you aw‘ﬁile."
r the last time Lady Hilda pil-
»!owed the drooping head - upon her
jarm. ’
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I meant to keep i

‘Yet ‘even then,

““I loved him,” said Magdalen, “all
my life; I love him now. All is clear
at the hour of death; I understand
him at last. I thought he was a hero.
Hilda—a grand, noblé, brave gentle-
man; he was simply a handsome,
good-natured man.
and he knew it:'H he had married
some one: with sense .enough™to have
seen his faults and ixave .holped him
to mend them, life might have been
different to him. -He married me for
my beauty, Hilda, and-I -think he
loved me. My poor father and moth-
er were proud of my grand match.
Lady Hutton tried everything in her
power to persuade me 'to break it off.
She told me that I should be wretch-
ed, and I have heen-rightly punished,
for my answer was that I would soon-
er be miserable with Stephen Hurst,
than be happy with any one else.

“I need not tell you the story of
my married life,” she continued; “I
need not dwell upon your father’s
He broke the laws and met with
his punishment. The tragedy of my
life began after he left England. His
sentence was transportation for ten
years. At first "he
broken, and wrote continually, beg-
I had no money

sin.

seemed heart-

ging me to join him.
and no friends. Heaven keep you, my
child, from ever feeling a grief like
mine wghen Lady Hutton offered me
money to go to my husband, if I
would leave you with her. I left you.
He knows what is cost me.
three years old then, and lovely as
I went that long journey
with an aching heart. Truly, I was
going to my husband, but I had left
my child.: Hilda, 'at night I used to
g0 ‘crazy with grief; night brought
you back to me in my dreams.

“At last I reach#i the place where
my husband . was. Many suns have
risen and set since then, but the old
pain comes back to me as strong and
as sharp as ever.

You were

a fairy.

I left you for Lim,
and he was not pleased to see me.
He had written, pressing me to come,
but the very sight' of my pale face
seemed to vex him. His first ques-
tion, was not of my child or my jour-
ney, but> what I had done to lose all
my beauty. Did I think he should
care to show such a wretched, pin-
ing; miserable creature as his wife?
¢ ansvs:et%‘d' him not a word, Hilda;
the life-blood seemed leaving my
heart. It was for this I had left you.
ungrateful, unkind
and loving as he was, he was still my
hero and my king. It took many
years of neglect to lessen my love.

“I need -mot trouble you, my dar-
ling, with the history of those ten
years. To me they were one long
martyrdom. Surely-Heaven has kept
count of all I suffered.

“The time came when Stephen
Hurst was once more a free man;
that is eight years since. He was
even then handsome and full of high
spirits.

“‘Maggle,” he said to me, one day,
‘Maggie, you must try and work your
way back to England. I am going off
to the diggings. You cannot
company me.’

“I. implored him ‘to-let. me go. I
promiesd to work and help him, but
all 'in vain.

“‘l cannot be hampered with a

ac-

| with its careless smile,

i were lost' to me, and my husband had

woman,” he said roughly. ‘Go back
to England. My plans are made. I
shall make my fortune at the dig-
‘gings and then go home to spend it.
If I fail, then I must die there. In
either case-you would be equally inl
the way!’

“Then he bade me good-by, Hilda,
and left me alone in that strange
land, Hg took leave of me carelessly
and lightly as though he should re-
turn in an hour.

“I remember his*~ handsome face,

“‘Good~-by, Maggie; he -said. light-
ly; ‘we have not had the best of luck
1'thinkK ouf ‘marriage’ was ‘a’ mistake
after all; no good has come of it.
Get back to England as soon as you
can and make yourfelt comfortable.’

“Hilda, in my passionate sorrow ¥
prayed to die. -What had T done that.
such heavy woe shomld fall upon me?;
1 hiad but a few shillings. ‘T was alonk
in a etrango land;: you, . my chil&

deserted me. - I' dtd"-what other- woms

en do. I fell upon my. race and crled }

for death to release me from all sor-
.row, and lay me‘to. rest.," a

I worshipped him |

"I was long past all pain.

Mnsdalcn Hurst pausod. as th h

i g the unow 80  vividly ‘remem
were ‘fresh upon her, and for wml,
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remembrances of her past life, she
spoke again.

“I lived through it, Hilda,”
said; “death had no mercy for me.
It took the young, the loved, and hap-
py, but passed me by. '

“For nearly six years I worked and

saved, so that I might once more re-
turn to England. Then came a let-

ter from my husband—a cruel letter;
but it had no power to hurt me, for
He told me
his fortune was made, that he had
been wonderfully successful in the
diggings, and now he was going home
to spend his money and resume the
position he had forfeited in marrying
me. He said if I applied to his solici-
tor in London I should receive a year-
ly annuity that would keep me from
But I would

she

all want or poverty.
not touch his money, Hilda—I never
answered his letter.

“I paid for my journey home out
of my little store of savings. I went
direct to London, thinking I might
gain some information as to Lady
Hutton. There I heard of her deatk,
and your marriage. I could not rest
until I had seen you;
to find my way to Bayneham—to look
once more upon your facg, and then
I was indifferent as to what might

so I resolved

come.

“There was s?)me more sorrow in
store for me. I was walking down
one of those grand side streets in
where, they told me, the
I saw my

handsome,

London,
nobles of the land dwell.
husband, looking Yyoung,
and dressed as he used to be when
I saw him first at Brynmar. He was
talking and laughing with three or
four gentlemen. Hilda, my whole
heart, went out to him. "I forgot-his
cruelty, his desertion—he was my
lover. I saw no Jlonger the side
streets of London—I was in Bryn-
mar woods, and he, with love in his
eyes and on his lips, was by my side.
Hardly knowing fhat I did, I cried,
‘Stephen! do you know me?

“I forgot that my face had lost its
beauty—that I was poor,’ ill-dressed
and faded.

" “He turned when I uttered his
name; a white, savage loek came over
his face when his eyes feel upon me.
He bowed to his friends and walked
hastily away to one of the large,
grand mansions near. I followed
him, not for money, Hilda—not be-
cause he was rieh and prosperous—-
but for love of the handsome face
that had once smiled into ming; for
love of him who had once loved me.

“I followed him wup the broad
flight of steps; the hall door opened,
he entered, and I stood upon the
threshold.

“‘Stephen,” I said,
only one word, and I
trouble you again.™

“For- all answer he called with
a loud. voice, and'a manservant’ ¢came
at his summons.

“‘John,- said  heto":him, ‘look - at
this woman, that you mai remember
She is' an impostor. who annoys
me. If she comes here again. shut
the door in her face.-or call:a police-
man to eject her.™

(To be continued.)

‘speak to me

will never

her.

A very dull silk with allover pat-
tern of fine brocade is used to make
the fashionable three-piece suit.

A smart wrap of black velvet had
ornaments of amber velvet on the or-
der of millinery omaments used as a
+ facing.
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This is going to be the happiest Christmas you have spent in man
portunities of giving your friends and relatives the kind of a Chri
 have. Better things and greater variety and, best of all, a range th
modest purse as for those to whom money is no consideration. Wi
complete Hollday Season this store has ever pre sented, and urgé
tolet us help you in‘your plans.

Gift Hand Bags.

In leather aﬁd beaded effects.

Each $1.25, $1.49, $1.98

Xmas Stationer&.

Just the thlné when you are in
doubt. Everyone will appreciate a
‘box of writing paper.

Per Box 49c. to 59c.

Boudoir Caps.

Daintily fashioned, in prettiest of
ﬁlmy fabrics and beautifully work-

7 ed.
- Each49c.

‘Ladies’ Silk Hose.

In delightfully dainty Stockings,
of every shade and design.

Per Pair 69c. to $1.49

‘Gift Ribbons.

Gifts of beauty, in variety to
please every age and in so many

pretty shades. i
Per Yard 75c.

Ladies’ Collars.

Specially selected to give you the
most attractive and most unusual
of Christmas gift offerings.

Each 49c¢. to 98c.

Ladies’. White
Voile Blouses;

All
made.

cle‘verl_y. styled and well

Each $1.49 to $1.98

Georgette Blouses.

Effectively, trimmed with HKem-
stitching, insertion and ‘pin tucks.

Each $2.98

Ladies’ Winter Coats.

/Z
In Brown and Blue, with close .

fitting collars.

Each $4.98

Children’s Coats.

Of Black Sealette, to fit frem 2

to '6 years.
Each $2.98

Children’s Velvet
and Cloth Coai;s.

To fit from 2 to‘6 years.

Each $1.49 to $1.98

Children’s Pantaletts.

Blue and
with draw

In colors of Brown,
Grey, buttoned sides,
string at waist.

Per Pair $1.98

Ladies’ Boots.

In Black and Tan, high leg, rub-
ber heel, cushion insole, Russian’
leather outersole.

Per Pair $4.98

Ladies’ Rubbers..

In low cut and storm.

Per Pair $1.25

Ladies’ and »
Children’s Overpants.

In colors. of Blue, Grey : and

Brown.

Each 98c. to $1.35

Men’s

You can save money by tak

vantage of this Sale where §

have been decisively lowereg@
values are extraordinary.
surely buy when you see how
real value you can get for litth
ey. Prices range from

$12.98 to $2

Dvercoats

We've grouped all ou .
better Overcoats for men
at this.low Xmas price.
Every garment is in geod
style and.worth a.wholelot *

more than our price.

Each$14.98t017.98

GaLs
p——

y for there are more op-
morning -they used to

will make it-as easy for the
ive planned for the most

take the earliest moment

DS s

CAll s}mdes.

j 33§ 3" Per Ball 25c.

i éh ildren’s
+ Coasting- Sleighs.
Each $1.49 to $1.79

Babies’ Sleigh Rugs. .
4 In Pink and Blue.

Each $1.79

o

Hand Mirrors.

In oval and round shapes.

Each 49c.

Tam and Scarf Sets.

Brushed wool finish.

Per Set $2.95

Wool Muﬂjers.

Pure Wool, in colors of Brown,

V. Rose and Copen.
Each 98c.

T it ot e b n s o

Table Damask. i

60 inches wide, 1to 4 yard pleces.

Per Yard 69c.

Men’s Working Pants.

Just the trousers for rough and

ready work.
Per Pair $2.98

Men’s Overalls.

Men’s Silk Ties.

A large assortment to

from.
Each 49c.

select

.,

~——

Boyé’ Overcoats. -

Comfortable, well fitting, of long
wearing material.

Each $5.98 to $6.98
Gent’s Silk Mufflers.

Of extra fine quality,'in assorted

shades.
Each $1.98 to $2.49

Shaving Sets. '

"With mirror, brush
complete.

Each $1.49 to $5.98

and mug

Men’s Hip Rubbers.
Red Ball.

Per Pair $4.98
Boys’ Leather Mitts.

In Black and Green hide, fleece
lined. .
Per pair 49c.

Men’s' Storm Rubbers.

With roll edge.

Per 'Pair $1.69

Men’s Boots.

In Black and Tan, rubber heel at-

tached.

Per Pair $5.98

Men’s Ties.
In -gift boxes.

Each 75¢. to 98¢.

i

Marcel Wavers.

Heat iron in boiling
as not to injure the hair)
few minutes you will h
fect wave.

Of extra heavy weight Denim.

Per Pair $1.25

Curtain Scrim.

In White and Cream, with plain
hemmed or bordered finish.

Quilt Cotton.

In small pieces, no
ceed 1-4 of a yard.

Per Yard 15¢c. to 59c¢.

Casemvent Cloth.

Quilt Coston.

In large pieces, floral

Per Po

Materials of fine weaves, with
colored borders.

Per Yard 69c.

Fleece Calico.

36 inches wide, perfee
ed.

Per Yar

Red and Whlte Flannel.

86 inches wide.

Per Yard 98c.

Ladies’ Black
Wool Rib Hose.

| Curtain Cords.
With tasseled ends.

i Each 5c.

Ladies’ Hats.
Velour Sailors, in-

and Brown, others of H
Ostrict feathers, all o

- | Boys’ Fleece .
s} Lined Underwear.

A4l line, lizes from 18 to 34.

- [ Per Garment 59c. to 85c.

Box Handkerchief

Initialed and lace

Per Box

Ladies’ Sweater €
In Tuxedo style, Wi
wool trimming.

‘Boy’s Pullover Sweaters.

. Buttoned on shoulder, to fit from
2 to 12 years, in Blue and Brown.

Each $1 49 to $l 98

Suit Cases.
These Suit Cases
size, strong grip and

- Ladies’ and Chddren 5
 Wool Gauntlets. -

Wlthorwiﬂ:outtrmxe,lnm:ht. =

and Dark shad

:Englﬂlm

tﬁm“uho;t,wtm ear laps.
“* "Each $1.98
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 WAEKING STICKs

We are offering

Out’*B‘pears,
L sl ild0c.,m80c;,
Fxtted wt

spears,
70c.,‘ 80¢., 3

.,”$1 00&$

gr eat bar.
gains in Walking Sticks,
Wxt

T0c. & 81,

120 ¢

SPEARS for S Sticks,

Assorted Sizes.

SWEAT PADS.

Grey and Blue Felt and Yel

o e e

:  REIN SNAPS.
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Towel Rack .. ..
Towel Rings vs .

We are showing a go

[ sortment.
”

.low padded ; pony and horse sj

Rmm‘d“!?!"’fbr rope, with ap
without swwe}s

od a.

HORSE HARNESS,

We manufacture all

SHOVELS.

kinds,

'Long handle, square top, SLi
each.

Long handle, round top, $1.3%

each.

Double handle,

We are showing Good

nch.

square top
only 70c. and $1.00 each.

Value

!in Skeleton Skates, Acme Skates
‘Leather and Web Heel g
| Slide Shoes, Horse Shoes, sharp.
!ened for winter use, Hor— Sho
| Nails, Stove Elbows,

Skate

4,5 and§

PICTURE WIRE

.1, 2, 3 and 4.

SHOT.

B. and B.B.

for fox and Rabbit Snares. N

Hat and Coat Hégks.

a nice asgortment.

12¢. to 30c. each.

NICKLE

Whlte Enamel, Brass and Nickle

Towel Rack and Soap Dishes.

White Extamel.

. .30c. each
.. 25c¢. each

The Neyle-Soper Hart

ware Co., Ltd.

dec7,th.tu.
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The DId Favourites
| . ... firlsand Boys'.
The Boy’s Own Annu
The Girl’s Own Ann
Chums.

The.British Boys' A
The: British Girl's An
Tiger Tims Annual.
Playbox: Annual.

The Jol‘ly Book Annual.
1 my Book An

PR,

ha

he-ﬁ Caps Annual.

Bq-ng Annual.
'I!my 'i'ois Annual.

Thﬁ
Our-Liftle Dots.

The Wonder Book Annual. !

ilds’ Companion.

e

Picture |
Annuals.

for |

nuai

nu

Pip and. Squeak Annual

Blackles -Children’s

Annual. |

RRETT BYRMNE, f;;

ller® Stationer.
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